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•. LioOj  i JL.  ar>a*^*QXD  oio>\ \ v>\  ^i^m.?lV)0 

•. -wims o^> | °  Lmj^S^o 

1jo<  boQ~N^*  cCD^SLSQ^O 


i-iiini  Jii) otjij&y*  jU  5iuil  o^Uj 

jjlualll  liA  jjSi. jj  A^Ulaj  ij  L-u jSj  \ S  a.1j  ^ 


We  Sanction  this  Constitution  and  Permit  His  Eminence 
Mor  Severios  Hazail  Soumi,  Patriarchal  Vicar  in  Belgium,  France  and 

Luxembourg  to  publish  it 


Nous  approuvons  cette  Constitution  et  nous  permettons 
a  Son  Eminence  Mor  Severios  Hazail  Soumi,  V  Archeveque  pour  la 
Belgique,  la  France  et  le  Luxembourg,  de  la  publier. 


Patriarche  d’Antioche  et  de  tout  l’Onent 
Chef  Supreme  de  l’Eglise  Syriaque  Orthodoxe 
Dans  le  monde  entier 


Uo^ao  loji 

I  S  Voa  ff*».  *n  A  p  Mft>  \,  "  ***  O^73  ^3^  rC  cnVo_X-»X\_pA 

rduJ  aJti  cn\ A  A.C.  CU-^  rC  a  rC^  a^a 

l©Ci.L>  )o _bo :^o  .  'Vol  oi\.iaj  I olio o j L i i  liv— iclcd  IL oC^jd y  L^jo^ 


«  ■  t  ~>  H  a  .>  j_*_o_>- 

I  3  ■  f  J  qV  I  LS;  .  Ill  ■  c  I  jLo  fQ-b_S_U  jJj_Jj_b-i-I  I  t  I  v  ■  ill  ^1  1 1 1 1  V  a  1 

i  T  I  J  il  mj  4j_^LJqjI  T  j  l  i 

j-jl  ^9-^’  v_rJ-^-'1  Jr0-^1  (^t-*-^1  ^T-8  4  ;  kU  Sj^JjVi  a  ■  'i  <j  “'ii  u  >>i  i  i  ^  1 1  ^  i  c Vi  j"  ■  *j 


All  rights  are  reserved 

to  His  Holiness  Moran  Mor  Ignatius  Zakka  I  Iwas 
Patriarch  of  Antioch  and  All  the  East 
and  Supreme  Head  of  the  Universal  Syrian  Orthodox  Church 


Tous  les  droits  de  la  publication  sont  reserves 

a  Sa  Saintete  Moran  Mor  Ignatius  Zakka  I  Iwas 
Patriarche  d’Antioche  et  de  tout  EOrient 
et  chef  supreme  de  EEglise  Syriaque  Orthodoxe  dans  le  monde  entier 


will 

**  *♦  V  ♦* 


-L 


A  y  j  j  Ajjlj^uill  AjSUaji  A  j  j  1 


JJ- 


A^o£j  £  jVI  4-uL  wJI  4^LU 

••  V  ••  ••  ^y  •*  •* 


A _ a  J _ 9 _ a 

i  w/n  j  la  .. i  >'q ^\\  1  a^ajujj]!  ^-A  A-j*^t£ j^jjVl  AujIj 4u£Uaui  4  . <aj  i^ 

^VV  ^Ic.  4_u*;j£  lg_i2  ^Jjdjuui  <yjl-A  jLo  ^j^j.Ijj]'  (jV  4j£LLa_)i 

(jLftjVI  du_u  ^A  1  V' .. i ^  j  (  X  "l  ;  )  \  p  V  jl  ^j  ;,  j ^  \ » ^  «lu»^la]l  ^C--i  4j£Uaji  J 

t  A_jjlj^jud]l  4Jtlll  1^-j  ^2  vJl  j  ;  ^aJLxJl  C.L^_)i  <* _ ^3  Aj^)JuJj  ^aJ  jail 

ljj^)J  Jjj'-q  j-a\l  4  r_  1  .a  -v  ^  '  j  jj[  g  I~»N/ 1  4Axjj  j  j  4_j  jL)  ^lall  Aj^]I  jj  ^  j^aIi  p  Lu^)  4jlJ 

0 

4  ^jjiSSi)}  I  ^1)  jftjll  4_i.  J  J  J  4_L)L)  j  i  ^jy>W  <0  4_IV  1  ^  u^aII  jjujJ 

jLgJa^M  j  jll  ^aJL*!)  j  Jj'N.  ~'V '  ^l£^i  ^ic.  I  n  ba  ilyuajjui-Q  LiLoJ  c  Jl^.1  ^11  <JVjsM 

^yulLxjj  ^jjjC-  j  ■'■  ^  ^  z\j\j  iA  ^.VS^H  £-x\  1JI1I  jl  ^)2  j  A\\i  ill  j 

Jjudll  ^t-bud-a]!  p  jjudJ  Ujj  1*jaS>  ^A  j  t4_bcLuJl 

••  ^w-  'l^— • 

<0 

jUaLJl  pj-uoJ  ,_> jll  UjU  Ifri jj^>  Sjb)  Jj4Jj 

^_3  4_ijl«iV^J  4  '**-  j^)]l  4_laijbjJl  4_*_d^Loyij  A  '\  i-n.  'V  i  4JLuj^)JI  ^aLajV  t4^l£ 

4  \W  4^k1  4_ll  ^xJ|  j  _  4  .  o  J)\  ^)judi  v_5-ic-  JaLi^Jl  j  i  }.  "ii.il  1  j  ^)j^)_u]l  j  >1' 


4- j 4_j£lJaj!  4  ■  j 


SjUJI 

J*m  j  4-uj.iLa  Ajual^  3.1^1  j  A  *  <jj  ^_A  i.4»Lui£  JjjjSH  Aajbj^Jl  AuiUail  A-uuja£  <j! 

yfV  ^»Lc.  A_J  jy*M  Aj^LIojI  A^oLa  jLa  1  g  \ > >i  ^j-ojuo! 

#  Aj  ^  ^juj  _  ^.JLa  J  Ia  jfii  y&  y 

:r  Sjuji 

1  ^  '  J  j  .'~i  ^  \r_  ^L*Jl  V _ S^LLaII  j  k  Vo-all  l  ^  »  A~^.A  J  A  j  1^]'  ^A 

Aj  jbV^  j  AnjJlll 


:r  Sjuji 

A_ixj^>bliil  j  a  ■  n  j ^\1  j  a_uja]I  a  b\ .  .;\1  ^a  A^uj1^2  A-^lj  JJ  -bl 

A  <.X  > ^jVI  A-dUjjuJI  A  Ja j|  A  bl*  11  Aj  jl  jV  1  j 


*  i  SjUJI 

t  i 

'-<s*  AaSlk^  ^  j£  bjUijjl 

.l$ij jj  JJbo  filial  J>bb j  U  j£  ^  4A_£ jj ^>kj  ^ 

ftl  -a-v  j  l“  '1  L-W  ~v  -q  3a**jj  i^ua-a^  La  3^^°  >  l  <  j'^i^  ol  Aa> j  ^ 


A_l3JL>Ul  j  Ai  jll  j  » _ ibl  j  »■  'U  bjLla3LxA  j  4  <  _  l\%.  La  y*  ^  4-ii^  -  ^ 

.  j3^^  y^  3  ^  ^  -  •’■  ^  ^  -i  J  j  A^>.i~\ll  4L-)I  d  -  £ 

bj  j  a  U>^1  -v  .a  v3a*1j  j  4  bj  j  ^ij  La  j£  ^)-o  w  ^ 

t, _ l  j  '-v  ll  J  ^j.'\ ''  j  jih]  3.'^~  vbjLiaSL^a  3^*4  1 J  4  La  3^  ^)-a  4  ^ 

a  W  j  La  3^  y*  k  a  j  b '  a_jLli  w  ^  Lbi  I  j  a_L^  ^  _  N1" 

a  jjk-«a-i]l  j  jl  _1*_3  ^iiaSL^o  3-abj  j  4  jl  Jli-J  La  ^  ja  *  3  j-oJl  J  JlAXJ  _  A 

^J^ii  o^)3j  jbbbujj  3*-«a^A^  43->-<a^A^  La  3^  4I  ^  ^ 

^  yl  a  <\ .  .s \\  j  ^  bl  ^)S  ^  ^ '-^1  'll  j  Jaj  A_i]L<ajui]l  ^I—ll  iL^l  <q!'  ^ 


i-LuoSj 


Ul4 


^_)1  Jpuj  4u*j  J  ‘Uk  JJ  ^  ja  j  4^1«  jU  jjJ  U  j£j>»  jU  Jjj  -  >  • 

CjLkak^j  J1j]3j  ^jjJjLa  ^  j3  JxuJiJj  t(jj^  jLj  U  jS  JX  ilgajjjj  ^  ^ 

.(:ui) 

(c  j)  <-S*^j  0^-^  JJ^  <5  Jp  J^j  U  j£j>i  .  >  y 

jfc J^J  jlj*^  ‘  j^'  i<j£> jjjkj  AjLu  '  V 

La  1  ^}3  j  Ia  j  Lik^/La  j 

'e>  jSu i  j  J  ^lllujI  CAkak^a  J-a-Jjj  j  4(J  j/LuJ  Ia  J>£  j-o  4  4_i£jj^k)  AjLjj  4  ^  t 

t 

.  j^j'j 

j  t  ^j.'  Va\l  La  t.4  ^ jk  i  4_iljj  4  4  *  a,  Vfl all  ^jJ ^  ^ 

.cPj^'  J 

J^Ajj  jjikjjj  UjSj^  4  4a£  JJJ^1  A-iSj^V^  cjbVjli  -  y  *1 

4  1  ‘o_1^±a]I  CIiLjV  ^  L^  4_i3^Jdll  lIjLjV 

J^j  0*J^  u  iA-iS  jJjkj  <-)k  ujbV^)  -  >  V 

©-ikLall  C1)LjV  4_aj^)J«_]I  lIjIjV 

l_lj£  J  ^  j  4  jLj^jlljj-o  La  J)£j-q  4  4_k^)j^)kj  A_j\__lj  wl-liS  _  ^  A 

I  j  SAs^aII  vAjLjV  j] I  j  4k  j  LaJ)Sj-o  4  \  jlfulaH  A  jll  a«m]\  IS  jJ-a!  -  ^  ^ 

.  Jj  jl  jA\  JaJ^j  4  j\  jLj  <jk  La  j£  c^uSjj^kj  ajUj  4  JjjljJ)  -  y  * 
cJ^>Jj  ‘o-’Jj'  L-^^1  -  Ia  j£ >a  4AuSjjjiaj  AjU  4(j4^jVI  -  y  ^ 

aj^joiSI  _  LIIjjJ jjuj  La  J)S ya  i. A-i^Lj  'i  >SaajV'  -  y  ^ 

Ajjjudll  _  LJLjjJ jjuj  La  44_iS^)j^)iaJ  A-iLjj  4  ^  ^ 

_  LLl>L)  J  4Ki>L  _  ^udSjjJ  La  J)Sj-0  44jSjj  jlaJ  A_jUj  4LaU j2j  Kj>  |J  -  y  t 

_  ^  ^^J-ajuaSi  _  L*jjJ^)3 

J ^ J  4'  J^LJ^ .  (j^ji  jU  Jjj  Ia  j£ 44_iS jj ^kj  <jlu  4L-*aUIj  -  *  0 


4  a >.1*0  jV  AajljjAjJI  AjSUajl  AjutuS  j 


uiJ 


^  1  t  >i<a  )!'  _  I  ±i  y*~^ ) 

_  jj uj  jJ  _  ^)Sl  ^)La  ^)jA  lA  ^)a  4  ^iaj  4_)l_ij  4  1  All  ^A  _  Y  1 

LljLali  JaAL  j  4^il  jl  j  _  «*_J  jLa  ^)JA  lA  J)£  ja  4  4_i^  jj  jig  i  4_jLli  tLul a)I  _  Y  V 

#  Aj]  lA  jS  ^)a  4  4a£  jj  jig  )  4_)Ll)  4  1  J  '1  k  j  JJ  _  y  A 
lilt  jiiuji  ^j.a/.V)  j  4(^_5_jAjuj  lAjS^-a  4A_iS^);jji3j  <jLu  4I.1IL jjjj j  _  y  ^ 

AugJl  (^3  4  V-l  *^\i  £_ia^.  JaaIjj  4^1  ^>4^  -  lA  J)S ja  4^1C>L1SJ|  _  T”  « 

AjjLl^jull  l"  '1  A J  iS/ 1  A-ft-v  ^^JajLLjj  4Vl_/)4^  4_jV  ^  IaJ)£^)A  kAl^Jl  MajIjjAa  _  V  ^ 

J  \  jl-ull  q  4  \c.l  \C\1  4_ul^ji  lAC.  La  Ai^Jl  ^^3  A  UaSA  jJ  jV' 

.^J'  ^  AjLalVI  6  jl  ^A-U^J 


*  0  3 jLaJI 

a1  i.-^jiSfi  ^3  4_1^a2La]I  j  'f-  0  jl  ,  ‘~  a!  ;«  an  j)  1^_)La** ^a  j  L^ul  i£Il  j  4^aLc.  a  ^jAV  ^ 

a^*ll-La  ciljJ^kJl  4^1  A3  ^Jl  LgjjlAl  A^jlj  £  &ALa_ll  ^3  b  j  ^SAaJI 
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A  jj j)j 


4  '  '1  \  \ '  4  '1  4  ,  ,i 


-O 


:JjV'i  J-aAll 


:1  SjUJI 

tUjj  lg_La  J-aJoj j  _A_^LaJ[J1 j  A-u^j^ftll  j  Ajftft^djVl  Ajj j^3I 

IaA  ^3  ^jl  ^IoaII  ^  ^  )  4  i  il  j l-t-all  jj  4_uL)^iAil  j  A_iS^)j^la_i]l  AjjiiL-.\/ ^3 

4_jj  J^ud  Ajuuc  _jjuAl]l  j  l(Ljajl  V. 

.  Jjj4l  j  ;_s  jliil  j  (jjaluaV'  j  J  uAW-^j^'  v“j 


:V  SjLJI 

#  ^ 

Ic.  ^*1  »■  ^  yt>  y  A-aL&  ^jjjjJau  jLa  A  4)\*\  yb  A^uj1A£ 

c _ )1  ^ill  Aj  jUa-ail  j  AllliAij-iVl  A_ijLla>»  4^Ln]l  c—i\  j  (j)  A  i-yiC-  ^j^a 

^Vi  uj^'  ^ 

lA-lillajj  4  ,  .i  Va  a\I  IaAjLsc.  j  LgjLajI  j  A_ L^oSj  J4^V>  A_jjIj^)juJI  A_i£l_lajl  A  ^  jV^l 

j  4  Jaljuj  jV  1  L^-cjujLi  J^LaUlj  LgJ!la-aj  Ig’i.W  j  j-a  j  j  cAj^jV^j  A^jJ^juj^)]I 

^^J3  ^jljjjud]l  ^,,La.>]  pistil  J)}\j  4<3l£  I^jLuIjjI  ^^Ac  ^_fl jJIaII  j  ^)jLua1  ^LxAl 

Ajud-a'uajuJl  j  AliLiAl  j\\  j  ^_jLiA  ^>ll  j  A  i^  ^\1  j  4j  jl  Ai^ali  j  |^Ac-  Aiic-Lla  L . 1.^ :  .^JIjlAI 

4_l]l  v  al  .  >> i  n  ",  ^j^i^JalAC-  1  jLa  Ulu-J  A-«j|«12>>  4  iu^i"i  JU C,  ^4>.,j  q  .  4_iAal3  v,_ULjAAI  j 
4_Lla£a  A_jjl_J^)jua]l  dlLul^jS/^  (>jjajlj£  ^)jLuo  ^3  4i-o-uAj  ^Aljjj  j>4^**k  xlll  A^ajujl 

ajuol  Aj^Jl  A_lJo^)jVI  ^jl  ^Ja-a  ^au-ul  A^ ^iLai)  ^!lll  j 

jjLujj  A_iSUau!  #>>  U xl *^~ ^  J^4  A*jj!j£i  14^^!^  t^jLj^LaJl 

^  Aj^oiSj jJjVi  Aojljj4-*iii  A-uluSII  (jic-VI  c>**^ 

:  a  Sjuji 

A_i  jUa-all  ^j-a  >■  ^  j  t 'LuIj  jjuJl  A  xa  j \^ll  ^3  Ajj  j  ^il^)j^)iaj]l  A_l-jI  Jl3  Ajajp 

4  . ...  4>1  a  .'.'  ll  J  4  ^Ac.  J  j\r_  AjC-Lla  >-  '-v''  j  4_L)lj^iAll  ■  ^*>1  A.  H 

AiLaLujj  N ^ojuoJj  t  4_LuiSj  AjjLj^juJI  CjLixi^jV^  A^lali  v.  j 

CjU*!  jj)!\  jjLuj  4^juoIj  jJ  jUjj  4^a^l  A_ii]  ...  (JMjAl^tL  jLa» 

^xjujI  J  i^lj  i  J  1"»  A-^1^3  ^xm\  A*_)  4^  ^lUaJl  CjI  j  .l‘vg.  1'  ^-3 

4^1^  .  ^»\1  4  i'll  4  nil k  44iii:l  i^Ua^j  <.4_uijjVl  o'  ^Aa>a 


4  \  ■  A  'I  ^  4  i'll  '  J .  .ill  <j£Uaji  j  y. 


.Ijlilla  (jljkaj  ...  ;4js!_j 

SjLJI 

*•  • 

A  4  i o'  A  ~*v  l'1  i ^  i  t  jJjuj f. Lii^.  A  > >i  1 1^1'  oLc.  ^  ^A  (jl  j^IaI) 

A  .  4  4  'n  j  ^ _ fll  ^jujV  ^  .  >>*v  i  j  •'  4\\l  ^  .a^  a!'  Ajisl  Ax_)  ^j4*-i3  t  o  ^)C- LJiJl  J}  i  ^ 

^l_jj  j  i  4  '  l-»l  $  i  '»  j  4->..i<al^a.>.a]'  j  4_i^-SJl  ^g-ic.  ^  l**1  Lia  ^  )  j  i  All  JJ 

JjUH  AiJLij  •  A  y<t\  j  4 1^]  4  . .  '  ^3  ^  *■  4  Ax_)  4  ' .  .1  I  ^  l-a-^  ^-3  4^x*)l^ 

...jLa  ‘  Jol^l  SjLujj  ji  jLa  ^jl 

:  ^  .  SjUJI 

^_3  4_l^.j^)]I  Jjj j^ll  J  j^uj  ^C-  j  4  jl  ^jL*i  ^A^-J  ^A  aftll  (3^^^ 

4  '  .'.■  |  ^jl  ^]a-a  1  fll  ^jujI  j  wl_kL  ^Lj  l  A_la  ^1a]1  A  »  .ij 

•  >  >  SjUJ! 

4_m_i_i]l  jfll-4'  A^i ^aa  ^3  (^aI^]I  ^jjVxj  ^ja  ^A 
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jj  j~i  4jjLj  jdl  4_i£\_jaji  4  . -j  j  <f  \ 


liljJjiaJI 


:  >  r  SjUJI 

1  ^  ^LxJl  ^jJLall  j  i  ^_y>:  \^a\\  l  ^  x  j  AmlI  ^11  JtS/i  o4>J\  >k  A 4— us 

t'LJLoll  J  A_i  jl  I  j  Addl  dl-d  jjVI  ^jj  jd  cs^"  ^-*1  jd  j  #Aj  jl  S)j\  j  A_i^  j^)]l  j  Addl 
4  d"Wll  l^jlijl  jj>»  J  l^jljjl  yA  ^g-Ic.  ^  Un )  J  t  A  il*\  <all  Lg_LftJaji  ^Ic.  j 

:  \  r  SjUJI 

^j-'  Va-ftll  ^y'l  Jiac-  ^l^)J^)]n  ill  A_jujIA3  jC-  Jlj 

•  \  i  i jLaJ) 

l^jixjj  AjI  j)\  jfl  3  N  ‘  '  j  j^yj.  V1^  a!'  ^  a!'  dl  >»)!%  In.il '  A^ujI^S  ^jm\  ^A 

•  \  &  SjL&JI 

^  * 

^  J  .U d"  O.d"11^  <j jUa-Jl  j  jli  jdl'  A^l^S  ^Jj 

Ad  3  Jj^L^aJ  j  i  Ada  a  jC,  A)  till  j  j  i  Aj  jUad  3>»  Jjljjl  ^JsVl  ^g-lc-  jl*J  dLadJl  o^A 
A_j^)Ldo  ^jua^)Jj  t  Ajjlj^d  ^  ^ 1  ^joxdaldJl  A  *< ^1  U» ^ \1  cddul 

4  jQ  '  d  jLda  j  1  "a  jl^)£Jl  dl  )*  a~\  j  Ajc. Li£Jl  A_d^J 

.j*Vl  ^ddl  13)  d*]l  ^  did  jjVi 

:  >  l  Sid! 

Lgd  jjl  ^Ic-  dlAAlxd  J  ^  *dl  j  dlalliVl  ^-Ic.  ^>3dl  Ad  AS  _  1 

_A_buoS3 jjjV  1  AdL^uJl  A-^lIail  ^5-^  (Jjl^j^lj 

i#» 

^J.'H  ^w^ll  J  jdVl  ^jdU^l  ^  d!)dall  J  A_ia.  jldll  dla^^Jtil  ^jLuj  d!3IU  -  ^-1 

J  aJ  j  1 1  ^  »  -a  dla^yljtll  ^  A-«a  j )l_Lal  AW  1  j  i  A_i]  j  All  j  A_ iajIsV  1  j  A  jl^k  xall  4_ijdSil 

,Aj1^.jJ  3a  j  dl_^_aJl  o3a  ijll  Aid  ^  Jia JJ  ji  JS JJ 

:  >  V  SjUJI 

U1  jjuj  J  A_i3j£jud>a  j  A_ialaj  j  A_idS  ^a  i^yi  j ^)j]£,y  \  ill  Ad  ^3  ^3jJ 


j  y  j'J  <j£Uaji  “LuoAS  j 


-oj 


:  >  A  SjUJI 

f  * 

t4a.W'L.aAll  ji  a  jC-Uall  AaLuljaVI  I  Aaojca  la£jjai£l  l*\  jj  jL»  'll  <jalA3  /jaxj 
.^SLlajLM  ^J^ajll  ^jlll  4  \  j\\~k  *  y  4  .  WW  4  "  wll  CaLLiLudll  4  \  i  \*'\  i 

:  M  SjUJI 

<Lal  j AjI£l]I  ^jaj£  ^ic.  j  4  AaloJa jjV  1  (_£A^j  ^  i^l  JJ  jL>  'll  <LalAS  j*>>^  Ijl 

V  j  i  ^IboLljuj  4  a  )  4ji_a  ^jj  All  4a  jlkall  ^4  i  4oAa  j_)V  1  (jl  jIoa  4aL  j  t  4  ....  j^ll 

5!  0  0 

I  jl  jiil  j  j^a  jll  ^Lji  j£ll  ^LLal  4^a  j^.  a  j  ^Ja_3k  ^3  la  jjI  I  jl^C-  4a  j\  I-iaII  ^ja  ^  I  vJa^j 

AILujU^J 

*  T  *  SjUJI 

v _ Laloj  yA  ^Ic.  \a^  jia  ailjj  jJaull  4^alAi  ^aJLJj 

:  Y  \  i jLJ! 

*  +  + 

laAjA^.  4  \9  \  i  L AajjS  N-  '  jl  ^  -  --  IJ  j\  J^Aj  j  < lA^a  j  1  ^jl  aj]  JJ  jin  ill  4^jAil 

0 

l4  \rA  a"i ~v  I  J  4a  j^3  j  4a3LL^.I  j  4  iaIc.  j  4ajLajl  e  jAl  )Vs  Aal  ^ill  Aalj  s^a  )  ^LaaAL  1  jJJ  j 

4J  j  4  4^o^_a]I  aA^a  ^lail]  c-LLa  *> ai£L)  ^  t a iiw :  j  ^wa ill  jloo^l  ^.Ic.  *. njAaj 

_  ^u.  jilall  J  a  Ailxll  j  JjIaj)! L)  J^la't )  La  4^-aLk  j  Aal  jail  yi aj  a  jl^j  a  A^.  ^ 

:  r  r  SjUJi 

^».>ai  (^1  j  ji  >ii  jj  jaji  i*jj  ja  ji'  juc.vt 

-«■  j  ' -ol  i.  -i  j  j  4  jl  L>a\I  j  ^jlj  ji>all  ^jl  *L  i  )'  jl  j3l  _  I 

.l$  J)  >>'  jILlaIi  jij .  ^_j 

#  (a^-iV  l  a'LL  J  A-1  jl  In^ll  j  (jlajlAll  J  jc. - 

0 

'  lo3l  j«  n  JliLuii  jjV  I  ^  j A^.  ujjAxli  _  J 

l  l 

]\Jt  jLiJl  jl  CjI  ^jI  J  — A 

J  j  ^  j'  ^  J>^  ^  -  j 

:  r  r  SjuJ! 

^iljjjiaoll  4_^jl^aj  4_i£jjjlaj]l  A1)L^oj^)  j-all  j  AojlajjuJl  jljjL/l  ^  )^>  ajlj]  Jaojjj 

•  jL^aI' j  l^J  JJAa  Jooxj  ^  J  ‘O 


jV  AjSLlaji  4  .  .1  j  J  y. 


:  t  i  SjUJ) 

AjjLuo  jj  Ig-SlSji  Allljjl  j  ^ja  Z  ^  *  A,l)l>]<  jJaill  <il£  <"  \\  jt'Ii  jjS/' 

Lai  Aa  n^li  4  a  i,  V4ll  eAL»Jl  v _ w.i-s.  \  jj  jLull  (JjAj^ll  A^LjaVL 

* 

m  li  a  A&  Alllj  J)l  yA  ^3  cdJj  )n*\\  j  j  t  L  jJu*)  L$jI  A  jl  j  Z  ^  *  A_iS>  jj  jJauil 

•  r  0  Sjlji 


^g-Aa-iSl  Lol£  ^jajL£JI  j  ^SHaJ^  AlsLiAij^ji  <Ll^)j  jJa-llI  AjujIaS  . V44"i  j 

£ 

A_i^_SJl  j  A_1jA^jV  l  ^)JaA  v u*)L^i  j  t  AlAla^LLaJl  ^j-a  L  j  j  jjJa  a  I  ^)J  La  Ajj  j  t  ^aV  I 

t  AIjLuojuo  J^aII  ^jL«j  j  A_iLo]1  j 

:  X 1  SjUJI 

jLaC-i  Jja  jaJ  La  ^Ic-  (^jjoAAa]!  a*^.  aI'  cLjaC-l  ti]^)J^}]a_i]l  A_^lA3  X-UaJ 

.  ^  OX  ^ 


:  t  V  SjUJI 

JjL  ^Jl  i  '  j  i  AasLujV  ^  J  A-j  L.  1 J  JjL  ^SLaIIj  1  y  -^»-n-  A  c*]  AjujI  AS 

^3  Ui j-a  4«^VI  SjLu-u»  aasLujV'  J)  j  «£V1  AiUj»  ALjUa-oJI  J)  j  «£Vi  <UajC-» 

>  aJLuj  ^Ic.  i  ^5-^  '  J  ^aL^Jl  £_Aaj3  A_J  y)!  I  Cj\  j  j^LoaII  Lai  t  aJL^o  ^)]l  JjA 


-L 


4  ^  A^tii  ^  j> 


(iljjjiaji!  u-ilikljl  ; >.. .ill Ml 


:  r  a  SjUJi 

;  JlVl-S'-ll  l  ^)C.U  ^ j  ‘  j  ’>»  'll  t-y'‘-J  j/i»j 

.iti  ^11  .  i 

^Uull  ji  yiaVI  ji  iJlil-VI  -  v1 

_ 4_aj1  Jill  4  i->  .  .-ill  ^*_jl  vmI'i _ Vi 

JjjLoJlJ  ^  jj  jlaoll  wuU]l  J  jj  jJaJl  (j  jL*_a]I  Jjjj  4^1  jj  jlaJl  ^lij  JU.  ^ 
j)j»  -Q  AiLnll  ^j-o  j-Jai*.  J  A-&  jj  jlaj]lj  A-ibilll  j\  yj2  j  j  j-  »i^l'  j 

0 

(Jill  J  ^ . *'\  ja  ^3  j'w'-^A  1  1  »  A_j  jl  }-ia]'  j  ^X.  jbll  ^jL: jSla]I  A  IniC-  j»^Ax. I  _  I 

.  ^J 

C-Lujjjj  ^  jj  jUiIl  ^LLaJl  A_i3  ^  'll  ^3  blxJl  AAIaH  dl  bL-Jl  ^^/Lil  -  vtj 

.o^ 

4<]  jiLoll  Jl  y^J\  jjLaa  j  1  jiiil  (illj  M-obl  4  JlS'  jll  viJ  JJ  jla-lll  a£  jj  J  iaia.  -  _a 
^'1  -v  "I  lill^j  4  j^Oj/l  ^  -ft  .'..\1  i  A_ill  J  yLJ  Uo  j  dLaLa]l  J  d^d-jbl  j  jjli-ill  j 

Adlijl  7"  1  '  ^  c  A  \  •'.^  -n 
•  •  1.  '  J 

j  j  ■  >>^- j  (j  j  ^£-1a]1  jjj  4  j)3.lll  j  jLraJl  Ad  j  dll  ^L-<a  J  j^q  ^ba. 

.  j-v  ^  -n  '  A^jj]l  db  ja  d-iaiij  J:  jJk.  4  Aji  jl  la<all  Aildll  <—ll  **>■  *^a'  j)-o  A_dJ 
^111  Jj3  ^yA  b--'i  dl  J  ^a]1  o  JA  j  4  j  il  ^g.A * .;  j  jjJaaA 

,  \-v"<~' a\I  4iJjJjia_l]l  ^Jl  oj^£Aa]I 


:  T  ^  S  jUJI 


0  jC-J  A  i^aaH  Ax-  JjuJLj  j  J  ^  JJ  J  J  N 

r  A  j<  jj  jU>\l  jll  ^J|  J  yj^\\  ^J)  Aj  jl  KaII  AiLnll  v—jl  ^  j  4^jljjiA]l  A  la  1C- 


J  ^jvj  A'\]^X  ^_)lj&  JU  ^3  ^  ^  J3**x>$3 

A  \  j \ c~-  \  (  bS  JJJ^aJ  IaLsajI-S  jj  jdui  j  AaLl-jj  j)j  jjlaLaJl  bi  jl_la-all  ^—31  A_^Ijjj 

1  b  AjbSJl  jl  j  ^JaaJl  ^3  Ab^  jbu  Vj  Jja  j  ^  jX-J  a\^  a  ^  j  j  dl  ^  ' 


y  jV 


4  \  |  4  !»■>  \  1  A  J> 


#  \  j  j3  vilij)  ^JLjj  j  4 _ 'AT'O'  ^ILajlill  (a-0  J  laAAj 

o ^ J (J-Oaaj  ^ jj j  jM'  o j'-*-^'  -  Y 

4  jOaII  O^LOa]!  4  ^1  <\\l  V _ t\  *s-  -  O  j  jjJaa>J  j  j > ^ <q  i  Lg_i  Aliljj]  J 

J  j  ^3  villA  ^Jjj  j  i  LolLajli  (j  ^501  Aj  jii^V  1  ^Ac.  O^-aLO!  (jl  jk^ll  ^  ‘  •'  1 

:r.  Sjuji 

10  j  4  4_i£aa1I  4x-  ^jaIIj  ^juj^)50  ^)Sa  ^Jl  ^)jJa^J  (jl  ill  ^IOajIO]I  ^^Jc. 

( 

_  vA_)l  I  AA*_)  4_Aj  j)A  AjIOa  jIaj  ^3  y  jl  4 — fl^YuJ 


:TS  SjLjJ! 


^1  »■  ^  '  Jl  ^3  j  4  4aI_1juj  ^»A3VI  ^yyi  4j)jj->l  (jjj  dll  vAjjLaJ  IaI 

v _ ijLj1a]1  ^IOa-iIOII 

:rr  Sjuji 

^3  Llbuo  Jl*- 1  J  ^  ^  J  ,AOj\a  a  j  jjjJo]  V 1  ^£jjjJaj]l  ^)La]l  ^ILojlail  r-  ^jj  V 

jpi  I .  wl  ^jj^j  ji  Ojx_!  jj'  V  J  ,a!  Ajullill  vAjLuojuj  jOl  j  ^)jl  jAII  ji  J)^^a]I 

jl  bliji  d-A^i  j'  L»  j'  £*“  J  ^  (3^!  V  ‘("^jA  j'  L>“JJl^V'  JW-J 

-^'i  jib 


ajujlj  JJ  jO  ^1  ^-A^J^ll  J^A  v"  1  1"^  4  >*o"’l^kOl  4_uAa1I  lIjLOLaII 


:rr  Sjlji 

I, _ iLiluV  ^j-jAAaII  £a^a]I  cOinC-l  4-j  j  (jO^LO  4  laJC-  ^LLajlall  ^C-Aj 

4  AA^aII  Ac.  jaII  (^3  a  jC.aS1  I  jlL  J  ^  .-^  J  t  La  jJ  ,j  IaI  jv^sI  aA-o  AjA^  vil^J^iaJ 

4_i^)juj  4_ia-l*)^)  aJLuj^jj  4j  ji-<a  J  I.  L?'  ^  J|  >  J’TS  jAxjIaJj 

_  * _ jLaJljV  1  4  Q«v  Uq  ■ . * '  V )  j  c-  IjaJ  ^ja  l^_i3  v.^  L-klnj  4  4a  jIl^a 


:rt  Sjuji 


*  t  >  f  5 

V^  '  u'  3  ®  j'^V'  J  ^  vj'  «■ .  Jaj3  JajlOj 


4  i  i\*vSf  I  A_jL*_1]I  ^aO  j  4_u^*JI  j  A^b^JI  i\x  IH  . N. ', \j  j  4  4_ij  S^\ j  Ajj^A^UI 
4  iiX  l  jj  j^\  4_uLj ^)ja]I  4  . ,  '^\l  ^IajLi  4aIJ)0^  ^5^-  4^100  Aj^)Jjuj  ^3  Oa^ja  4 4  ^1' 


O^V^  ^5-0  OjI  y LA  ^-buJ  Qj  jlnxill  OllJ  4aA^  0Jud^'  Oj^  O' J 
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4  jV  A_uLj^uJI  4uukLuS  J  y- 


-J 


:ro  SjUJI 

# 

.0  ^ac.  J-i  jijj  jj  i>  1£jj  jkj  i .  i Vin  V 

:rn  Sjuji 


;l*1  j4  jLlaII  ^ _ ilLIul  ^9 

^1  ^jLL£  jl  jla-oj  ‘LeL£Jl  Ajul  Jji  jl  jla-«3  0W  ^ 

4  jjt  A^JI  jl  jU^  3  4  jjK\Lll  AulLoLU  I£j4-J  Ajj^ji  (jl  -L$_ll_>  ^£Uajjl 

.0  ^  J  ^  ^ 

A_jl_L-all  3  t^S^)J^)iajJl  jjljt>iil  j'  ^L-all  3  jjl_Luo  j  1  A-4^)l  ln.a  AJiLjll  i— ll  * *nl  -  ^ 

v "  \\  \  ,'.'■  ^-ill  a  "i  u.iall  -r1' 

:rv  Sjuji 

t  j.  >»*v  1  j  jL^i-oll  4  l-nci  A^L^)-'  ^«~1  A_alx-o  A  ^Jl  ^L-ojUill  3C. 

^jj_j  ^  .-  ^.q .^ll  «  ^'•*v  -all  (.  jjaC- 1  4  \  ^1  l->  a\'  La  3  # AlLuL ^49  j. >>n. j  ^  I  i]  j 

1  ^)juj  v _ i\  Vi  )V  1  j  t  ^^-lall  j  J^l  ^>1  ^  l*u  J  j  ib  ^*-<a-ixJl  ^jLln  j-o  (  jl^C-)  i>  3-AI1 

l-»  3  j  ■'.'  ^  j  jal  jjj  jjill  jL^.Ll  C-  La.«...i  4jjj^JUd]l  A*A1L  ^Ja^-1  ^ajl  ^9  ^-le 

^  #  f 

J)  '.*  j  1^  Aon  £3  34  j'  -1*4  A*L:>Jl  ^>-4 J  J  >  >>_4^U1'  -l^Ls  4^4^  jill 

i  ^1  ■«>.  ^Jl  ^3  a  -v  \  I  Loll  i  4  ~v  .  >«'  3  1.  nl.^  4^o  j_JL4  ^  v  *  0  j-4.1-all  £>> 

iLpJl  a  jLa  ^  lf~-  4x.  3  ■  -*~»  3-all  ^3-jlSJl  ^9  4JS  J  3II  A  -.ioJ  340  J  ^  ill  j  1 


,1m 


HC,  A-oL-ij  ^^Vl  AjjUa^l  jA  jUjlj  ^  JJ  jiaJl  ^ULajUll  Aj_xi  3  ^uj ^ll  ki^J 

•  #  « 

j -N-  w. '  3  1 1  ^  '~v  .  ^  ^wa^-9  A*_)  Lie  l^-i  3^»^><a  otl^S  (OJJ  >L1^  —*43  ll  *4  u  ;  '  jl  _J 3^ 

Lajl  4  ...WU  jjja44-> 1  K u>»  Ji*-i  v—jl  n."iivi '  jl  J3I  j^a-J3  cUu-SL  v— LLS 

4  ^  \\  ^’V'Vl  jr. i  lil  l^_ia  ^  >1  Q"' ■  1  jaLlxll  jl_L^.Vj  1  V-H4I  3X-3I  A  'L.>>ia1'  ^)ll 

^.^Lall  ^aa^all  LjL-iLk  Jl 9J>  ^  ^LLuVl  LjA^  3 
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~d 


:r  a  Sjuji 

#  ?  s: 

A_il  VnL  LuJal  j  ,jl£  I  jl  LajS  ^  iViLa]l  j  dul^Jl  jL^iJ 

^a^-i^l  Jja  c-L^I  £}Ay  -Ln^  j  ^jjjJiLftll  x^aa^all  ^gjl  A-ojujI  ^^Ixj  J^kl  j  I  jli 

i_)\  *L*l lV  1  (^Ac-  ^  ^.LlaI'  4_l^11I  n  3  ^al  I  3  ^  3 - -^>*v  ll  (, _ id  j  4]  j  jJ  3J  j 

•*>  £ 

^ajujl  Ajddl  ^_yLU  j  JjIxjj  Aj  )j  i  ^dLill  Aj^)l  KaII  A_ilc.  £^3^  1 1 

I  g  a  d)  ^ull  j.L.dl  aLL-a  A*  nil  ^  jkj  3  A^La^aI!  j  3^-^  v  1  WiaII 

a£^i]|  ^_1aj  v.  iVi'dl 

:r4  Sjuji 

djLd  I  j)  J  A_ljlj  <_j\  VnV'  jLxj  t-A  ^  JJ  jU'll  ,J  ^jc.  v  '  Wdl  J  \"\c.  1  lj| 

UIi3  l  jJn,  )\  dl  jj-aV  I  djLd  Ijlj  <LjjIj  i_)l  Vn^l  Aju  jjS.1  3I  Ajjjjl  A3JJ  dll  y^Al I 

^laill  ^aII  4j  jliaAll  j  jLlj  V  3  1 A  \  ^3  jLl^.L  I  l  g  jlc.  ^kjj  Ai:  jJa.)  ^  I  I 

.^jUdVI  J  J) 

*  t  *  SjL&J) 

V)  j  ^L^kdl  aJ^jC-  4jl  jja  ^Jjjj  lV'i  iaII  jA  ^)J ^Jad  ^ILojI^]I  JjlSi  l^j 

A^aljjuJ  A_ijLLxa]I  ^a^Sl 

:  i  >  SjUJI 

tjLa  ^ja  a£LIaj  La  VJ^  <jl  J^*JLi  djl£]l  JjJu-aA  viL^i  1  A  i)./i  n  Jj3  <  iVnAll  «'n 
dlijj  Ax_)  ^juj^)£11  ^lLa  jA  4d^^)J^]aJ  Lajjl  J^kLa  JJC.  j  J^kLa 

>  1  qDn<a  A_i3  C’t_gd_!  c-l-C-^VI  3^" 

:  t  r  SjUJi 

(Ll^)j^)iajil  ^jjxjjVI  fiX-a  Ajij  A^.i  ^  jj  jl  ^±Luj  JUC-  ^-i^pl  ^j‘'  ^’k-fl\l  ^  a-n-  *\\ 

j  3*Ja^J  dlLul^-lLU  Li]j  AjlstJj  <■  1  i.wll  >L]^j^))a  l\l  v _ 1  ix^*>Vi  ^ajuol  y&  c-l  J^.1 _ )2' 

>A_d^]l  v _ kjl  jJa]l  cLuoj^^j  A  -all  A_uJ_a]I  dllJaLuJl  ^)*_d  LaS  (  v _ \  w^V\\l  A  \a^v 


4  4  \\  4  wi  \& 


JJ - ^ ^ 


:  t  r  SjLJi 

jj jk  'll  ^ULojUilli  V I  9  1 1  ,jl£  (j|  ^jk a  I-1.1  c,  ^g_lvi  1  (jk AaJk  JaWj 

t-*\\  >  ^3  j  ^_idid]l  ^A  ^S^jJjk-il!  ^1  4<a  ilill  13!  A^oLjjuj  k  jLkk!  ^»A3!  ji 

^_w3kll  i  w,i\i  v _ iV'dll  <ii^)j^kj]l  ».  .  n*dn  ^  ^-gJV!  (^Ikll  4  jkikV! 

.^u^Sn  ^k^Ji 


:  t 1  SjUJI 

\  ^'Vo  J  It  a  j  Ud^  A^_  i  AS  jol!  jj  j^-'  A  \x !  A  4\ ^  *j  AS^)j  A  jA.kl  jk  ill  Ad  A3  ^k*iJJ 

^AjuJJ  JjJt^S^A  L  J*.  1  dl!3j  iA^dl  £-A 

:  t  0  SjUJI 

0 

‘ j k '!!  l  il  "n.  \  Vi  aA'n.  -kl  a  \^  jo\\  J*  J&  '  ^  jyn  V 

’o^aLs  v _ s  ^^kl  V!  \)  "'•>!' 


:  i  1  SjUJI 

a  dr,  ft  ^kkd  ^1  jC.Aj  4Ax]li!dl  ^ajkj  ^3  kljJ^>kl]l  kJ  AS  ^__1C-  J  13] 

o<j:jU'!I  jj  jL*-k!  ,j!  jkkl  j  dkk  jhl\  k  jLko  kldl!  d  d  j  v_^£-  jdl  ^jk  jdll 
«,_^  A  \  1*^  *v  \\  A  ’\\\  oi\  l  ^  d3 J*iJ  ‘did v'r>'>^'  kjlkklj 

A  '.-v  ^ail  v _ iLbuiV  ' 


ji  jl^dV!  Jd  4 Akl  fl'id  jC-  JjAxJk  kl  ^)J ^)kil!  Ad  A3  ^ks!  (j  j)*  A1>A^  Jj!-^ 
dll  j^d  ^ilj  kj!i£k  kliiLk/1  J^l3  v_5-k-  du  J)>^>  ill  ^  kA-ajd  ^_jl  yA  Jk.  ^ 

L_jl_adl  ^aJJj  4I  j&Li  ^£lkjVl  ^  JJ >W^1  ^r*-1  J^'  ^  3 

jj-'.-aH  13a  J  l^iic.  Q*a  j)>dikl  did  ^kV!  ^  Ji 


:  t  V  SjIaJI 

cAdliV  JiV  u1^  ^3d]l  ^kkl  ^JhL  ki JJ ^kkl  k^lk  klidl  J^a  JU  ^3 

^j,A\  \<ll  ^3  d!  jl -  ^>1'  ^^3  A-xlj^I  ^)SAjj  4  JjjV  Ajk  Jx.  j  A.i .  .  )*  a  ^_ll_Ix*il  aJ  ^)3jJj 

JU-laJl  (iljj  jkJl  kujlk  ^auuj!  Axj  £-A2ki  ^UJl  A_u*^3  JJ  jSn  A-ijk^ftkl 


•  t  A  SjUJI 

^  'Ift’n  jj  jkill  ^jjk-k!  i. — fl!  jxA-*j  ‘Ad  jkiH  (>^-3  ^Jlk!  ^^jIaV! 


I 


A  \  j  \  j'j  A_iSLlaji  A  j  y- 


^Ic.  L^jLaij  j  l^jljjl  j  j  jJaall  vJlil  J  ^  ja  lg_i9  jAj  4_ilLa  J  jj3  j 

djLud-uj  j  o^)J S^\  A  'o  t  A-Luj\  ~\a\\  J)  yx*ea\  j 

ALLL^ajJI  Al)l  j  ^  '  l^  V '  t  A_i£^)j^]aa1]  AjljIj]! 

:  t  ^  SjUJI 

£  J  j»U.  J£  ^  JJ  jlull  J  jU-a]I  c_fll  jAib  A-£  JJ  jLj\\  6  j^\  (a-kjj  _  ' 

AjuJa9  ^.\^\)  oasU  ^  uAi j  i<_iijj>ail  dilaijli  j  a_*9  j!a]I  •\A  ^aII  oA^J  <jjl^o 

AJLk.il  ^al)  Lo  j  i  A_j^l  ^aII  J  j  Ai.  ^9  Ailijl  La  J A^j  A_ul  J)Ja  n  ^Ix.  Aj  ^^9  _  LJ 

^»LxJ]  j  ^AaSI  Au-tfa^ll  AjAikj  (x-a  AjaI  In  ill  A^.jL/1  ^jLiJ  CjIaI^jI 

.^JJJ^'  3.-  "*  *  '  A-LlgL  j  oA9lj  <Ljjl  Jjx^ll  ^_u-oj  j  t  JjLajl 


4»iSLiaji  A  -  •■  \  ^  j y. 


o' j  k — «-1'  J*-^' 


•  0  . 


SjUJI 

<  <  I 

jJSLi^JIj  ^oIAaII  ^jx  'jSu  j  <LaaIaJu]1  j  4  \$  *\1'  l^J  (j'  jI^aH  ,jJ  jj  -  1 

j  i  ■  -4  ^a]I  4  «v  ■  •■■  do  J  JIAaII  wLa*JI  v.'- 1  j  JJ  j)\  J 1  J  vJi.ll  n\j]n\i  3 

Lg^/Loi  J  1^1$  jl  ^lc  ^1a]I  jA  J  ^LJLa]!  J  <J  jl  jV  l  J  4_i^.  3  _A^  Lgo  j  3*^ 

Ja*j  j  il$_)  A  »^LaJl  J;ijl  Jfi. W  S5-^'  SA-^'  (jJ  JJ  -  4-J 

4oaU!i]l  J  4  jr.1  J  4  '  jj.-J.  L  j  4  \‘n.\]l  yjoLiAm  ^a]'  j  yii.ll  )»  A^H  ^J-UaIj  v_5-1c. 

£A  (jjLxjJLl  £^3J  j  v  4  >.;  n^li  aJIaj  ^3  iSL^l  ^jjja  ja]1  4aALaa  s_1Al4  3 

"o-lsLj  '*L_u-ali  ^~'L  4  '\-n.  .all  J^jjl  ^iill  j  4aJ^j  j  1  ^juaLxAxi^.  ^  1  ^  3-}  ^ja  LxojLja  ol 

s^l^j^lau]'  4_y*;1.13  ^ja  ^  j  ** ' v  *  ^  '  4xj 

ji  oA^.1  ^11  4j  jAil  4_A^aj1  Jjjl  jill  j  ^aI-JV'  Ap.  jJ  i—l 34.  3  jUk-Vlo  4k  jj  -  £ 

*  wl  o  4_iA_ii3l  4  alt'll 

•  -J  ^  ••  l 

j'Xi  ji  Llj ^li  l  J  --q  ^_a*aJ  jji  aJj  # 4  ~'j .’.  ^ji  ^_9  4_i2k  J ^)]1  4oj1  4ill  4  a^^-aI'  ^j*i\  ^ 

^a£j^a]I  La  j  -'.>^i'i  ^lill  1  yj  3^"'  3  tAoj^jLill  6^3  ^*La]1  4  Xx  .all 

^_9  4  i-s.  jj^ll  ' _ q\  '  m  ■  .’V 1  4»aS^a  ^>Ia'  y _ aLlUja^LI  4  »  .  J'iLk  4_i^.j^jjl  4_ijI4l]I 

AoLajSI  Ax_j  V)  j'  3  j  3'  4^'  Vj  J  J^A' 

4  Jr  ^]j)  jU'\i  4^1  A^JiLyAJA  9  4»jj»_Laa](  4jj  ^iLail  A_^.  jaII 

AoSLjla  j  t.4"\  y'l.  j  ii  JjLlaj  ^Ja 4a  ^  A  >  iS  ^ja  A  ^  ^>1'  v_)Li  i  j  j  Aic.  aJ - & 

4_iJy>u£JI  AoLu^IoIIj  ^  ‘la  k  a!' 

Ajaa^aII  (jAl  j  ^jL^ylll  j  4_i^ikJl  CoLaja  ^a]I  j  yJoLiXA^Jl  JIaC-I  ' — 8  ^)kaJ  _  J 

*  *  *  +  •  .  * 

j 1  3  AJaUio  ^jC-  1  .'Li 4  1  jaj  Lj  jJa  aJ  A  n>\) ^}j!  A  ^  ^ja  y__llLiaj  _  j 

iCoLia^ilj  ^  3Qr-  3  cIjIj^  jaaa^  j  4i]l  ^aILj  a  a  Ik  1  a  iaLuc-  J  y> 

sil^)j  jiaoll  A_j-a\ 4B  J\  jjjiill  IjA  /jA  A  k  (jl  jJ^aII  A-SLaj  j 

4\  j  j  j\-x \W  4_*jjl^3  ^1^)jaV  AjLIsLaI  j  aJIac'  ^  ja->  ^  ^ 


j -o 


4^»«iSo  jV  4_uIj  ^-Jl  4_iS»Llaji  A  ..ij  j  y. 


•  &  \  S  jLaJI 

>  t  t  * 

j_g_i9  4_x_ii<a]l  is^L*Jl  v _ Luj^v.  4_j  jLLl  <9  pa.  Lg_)l  j\^a\  4_lA^jLM  JJ 

:or  Sjlji 

^juj!  Ax_ i  4  a  „  J  '  ^  jLb  4  4  A  \cl  \\cl  jl  l^_j|  ^ia-a  J  _p.  p  4.**i)  ^9  jjl  pLa-a  I  ij 

>k_uap]l  flXuaj  ^IAaH  ^  (jl  jilaa 

:  o  r  s juji 

.l^Jl  ^ka  pal)  Vj  t4_i*i pLM  ^  l^uju  jl  JAaj  ji  jl  AaV  jpH  V 

*  £  t  SjUJI 

»•» 

AlL/LajuJl  ^  '  L»  '"'  jl  j]a<all  AjjLu  ^_ilpJjLjj  ^5^  ^JLall  j  ^jlLVl  jig  >^'  ^yJpJ 

;A_i]lli]l  J  pill  j 

4_)J  pa*^all  ^_)L9j  1  g  ^  jjjAj  4_ul  jaali  pLaj  4_a  pa  <a  j  4jL9pa  4  j <a t *i  j  All^/1  a  jui  -  ^ 

Lp  j  J  ja»  ll  pLt*i  j  s _ fl9  j\\  j  4  '  x  ^  ^11  j  oli  ^]l  j  ^  |  j  jjl  j  4_iJaaJl  j 

/  **  l\  ^pill  ppaj  i^Ha 

l^jliij  j  l_£jl  J^l  j  j  4jjl  pla-all  Aliljpapa  £_up.  1  g  )9  jj  4_ilLa  A  p9  j  All^Lajuj  _  ^ 

.4>La  Jl  J p-al  j  J^SLU  pai 

AJlll  J  Jjud-a  ^Ic.  J  J&[SA\  v _ ia\  JjoiL)  J  pill  Alll  A  4_iAupbU  4_*_)Ul  ^pjliSJl  f-Jau  _  V' 

:  0  o  SjUJI 

pall  1  ^  L^.  V'  Aj^jl  pa  j  pAa  4  jl  plnJl  4 _ ill  pAiL  4  4plpLaJl  op^ai  U  _  i 

jpail  x-iaa  j  4(j!  j]a<a\l  4-J  j j  3j)\  1  g  j9  LaJ  4  4_*Jjjla1I 

4_aJj^Ul  ji  4  'Q~i  j^W  Cljliiill  l^_i9  JaaJu  La £  t,4";  ul^-lL  4jljIL]1  ^pjUSJl 

t/jl  ^)Ja«a]l  ^_)j9  1  ^  a  <  > . ^jj  ^c_i^Ij  Jp  a^9lj  ^  i  > ^->~ )  j  4  4pl^jL^  A-j  jl->L,a  . ^  )4 1  \1 

^^LlaLU  jj  jL>  4jujI^9  l^-ic.  o  jpa 

LjI  jLalic.  1  Jl  jAa.  ^9  4ilijl  La  J Aaj  *Lul  J)p  ^  ]a  \  i  ^LJLa  A_Luo  ,^3^  -  ^r1 

4  J  '  3^  J  3^V^  i  (^°  Ljljljl  ^JA  4  l  ^  La  j  4<j  jl  ^-a]l 


1  jo  ^  ^ .  A*j  4_ijL^_)j  aA9lj  4_ul  ^paJl  ^_u-<aj  j  L  4  1  /a -all  4_i]La]l  4  Uj.i\1  jjAaII  1 1,  V 


4  i ■  X  1  AjSLlaji  4  i»ii^  jy 


-O 


.  tj]  jj  jL>  AjujI  A3  ^y]]  1  g  \C.  a  J  ^_Llj  y  4  jl  jln^I'  j-o 

4 _ fll£  ^2kj  ^r-  (ji  jL>^\\  4  .  ^>1  -V  4Jiaj£  4_i  j!  j-oJl  ^^-3  i-i*^\ )  ^j\\  vJliL^aj^a^ail  ji - a* 

a  j^_l ax  y  4  *\  *v  1  j  ^ja  AJra  j  La  jiLuj  (j4xlj  £-x  4_1  ^jLixJl  (j-a  (^  yl^.^A  jLkAal 

ji  ^  ^  K  1  g  a  a  ~ii  q.  1  jl  jL>a\1  1  a^.  J}'9'1  4  A_aj\_Ia]l  4_ilSx  y  ^jaliJ  3  ^  J 

0 

4  \^J\^\  jj  y  Vw^i  ^Jl  aAj  ji  4  A  mail  ,\u.^  jlL)  Jalix^Vt  aJ  j  ilgAx  Ljaxj 
.*\j^jL»  ^  A^xl  A3  £-Lj  jji  v— fl  jL-ta  41  JS+i  Jlj-i^lAi!  JU  JJ  >41 

^JLball  A_i3  A_ltA  jl  ^a]I  v _ a  j.  y  v _ )\  >a**kll  ^aAjJ 

,  njt  jji  ji  4Uj»  ji  A_ul^jbu  aAjl*Jl  £44J  (ji  (jl  ^ - A 

#  #  * 

4  .  ..I  jj  j  \»  j  c  jj  jlajJi  4^juj1  A3  4ji3l  yAJ  j  t  Luxij  y\  LjA  j  ji  4  A  j  i  iC-  l3  ^aa  1  ^  ,)^ 

», _ a  j  ■  1AA  (Jjx  j  jj  A_i3^  y 

•  o  1  SjLoJ) 

4  >«\\<A\  4AlajV  Ua j  ^3  jj  jjaII  Aj$£ll  jLli.'  jkj\\  J  jLa\\  J^aj 

<J*]  jj  jJL-iil  4  >  4ja3'  yA  Ax_)  lAAiilij 

•©V  SaUJI 

\r.  \  a"'\'  ^lc.  4jl_a.V^  *■  '^L>  4J  j  jlail'  4^.1  ALII  a'L^'  ^-^4  ^  Jj'  ^)]-ia11  ^3^ 

0 

.A JJ  j\-i\W  4^jl^ai  J  4 (Jja  \*aW  y  A-^aUJl  ^L  1  j)  L^k  j  4  jax\\  ^JA  ^jxx  u^]l  4X- 

.a  j  yj^=A\  Ait  ^iijl  y  a  j  j^AaII  J*Jl  j-  ^L  j  AlLoAa.  A^  AjJUj  ^3 

•  0  A  SjLaJI 

JliLujl  ji  4 _ iLlmuSM  L) ^  ^  AijAl  Jji  J3«ii  jajAj  ^jt  J4kt  ji  Aj jUa-all  Aa.i  ^-LL  1a] 

A_,ujIa3  A_jlt  jj  4^cj^)S  4  /.'■. '»  ^  4 _ jLlJ  1  ^  4a.\j^  A  n*.*;  ^ji  aJ  ‘Atli  jl  1  ^  lq 

^  JJ  jLJ! 

:M  SjUJI 

4  \  A  JJW4.^  ji  lAAilaj  ji  4  . .'.  \  ~><s,\\  ^jLajl  jaxi  A-lLkx  ^3  Aj  jl  A^i  ^ 

Ijllj  t  ^  'k'l'l  4  'QQ.  j  4  \-v\  .  aK)  (ji  4Jj  4  A3Aj  j^L  '  a!  jj  jJajll  A_^jlA3  ^j*)  jAj 
o<"i.4J  4^1  JJjlaj]'  AjujI  A3  ^AluoJ  4^5  j£Jiil  A^^,  ^k,  4j.ia>a]'  4J3VI  4J  jS'  jJ 

Alkik  Jt  ^j  lA\i  4  4_-k^:  ^  4  Jt  A^3jj  4CjIa1U  A-La 


s_^o3  -  4  \  \  \  ^ '  >1  '  \\\  ^  s  ' ^  L*  \\l  4^J .1*  w  \  ■  ■.  4  r. .  L*ll  s  a.ll  v«~  -  - '  ^Ikj 

Ji  •col*! 

«  ^-n.  a\\  ^Jl  \\\  4_*J  13  4 1  '.v  ■  k4»A3 ^a  gl C-  4_i<a  ^jl  <3  l'  -  w_J 

4  a n  <  4  i.  .-1  \a\I  4j  ^a»  \l  J\  ^jl  j  4  -n.  a\\  ^uliul^ 

JjC-  lie.  I.ll  4»j  ^a&xJ'1  J  ^ia_ill  3  j1»C  I  *.V  4—.' 13  ^wULa]'  *  a^aII  _  T 

.4A3  j-a 

:  i .  Sjuji 

VJ  ~'«  ^  kllj  ■  -~’'  U  'V'  j'--  ;  ■  4  ■  ■  '^  ‘  '•  .'.'  "' '  *  '■"*■  ^  j'rta''  .  ~*.  f-  3' 

idjll k Y' 


t  >  SjUJi 


Jt  ^  jk  JS  lil  -Gl  jk^  ^k  jkL  j3  _Jkkl  ji  J*l<JI  iS+Ji  ki 

kc,.  ji  ksiilj 


:n  r  SjuJi 

_3  >oV'  '  V-^A  «  iAklLaL-i  ;  "T-i  Ou  ,...*v  1  f.>..l*\  ’.1*  — S  <-3  4k  '-ea«a  wa^  'l1 

s_<  -  _>  r»  v  ^ •  •  v  •  -  •*  -/  v  « 

JLaJ  j4^VI  JS  j\j  wwLva  ^3  jl _>k4  ^C.  <■  99--V'  Vj  kwwli4]l  ^^al' 

1^43  jA\  <*£  uVI  J  VI  wj 

:  "V,  r  SjUJ! 

4i  . -?\^  ^1  4_^J.1a]  v-  ^ .  -j  Lajl  «  iS-laJ  <  4j»L^J  Jj*a  ~)S\  J  j^oja  j4J  J  L 

. "  9  'a^a  Jl. '  -  -J  4  <,.'!  J  \  s  kj*  i  >lll  4_i^l  u3  ax.  '•'  wlLai'  9  a\a.! 

•  Js  s-*  w  ^  yr  w  _  ..-7  .  w  T;  w  w  ^ 

• "  t  S jL^JI 

_^J  4j  ^  k  iulis'  La  »LLjj'^3  jS''  ^j-1  J  J1^  ^-'  - 

*  V  ^  S  JLaJl 

.  "  1'.  A  v . ^1'  ^l^jj  iLL^jL  I  J  Ac-  j\\  j  >rf*i]l  j  ^  '  ^g-ic-  *■.  4r»l  jj  J  Jjl  ^IiaV 

4  ..'  *■.  \  \  \\  'uLa  a-a_  «  w  <  ukLki  s  a!3  -  sS_  *i  c 

•  w  -•  •  s./*  V  v  W  «  -/  wv  •*  W  V 


± 


A  i .  v:  jV  4_iSLiaji  4  . .'  i  J>- 


:*n  ojuji 

^3  j  4  \1  \r~-  clii  aJ  cJ  A-^U^}J  ji  A!LujIj^)J  A_j1>q  ^*>1^  <q  J  >L^  J£1 

4  ^  \l  A_jjAxil  J^jjl  blc-l^a  4A_iLa]l  \  <a\l  .3jL  ^a]1  ^\  In  ill 

:1V  SaUJ! 

.^jjll  jjVl  <jj>i  J>  jku  <uX> i*£  _ui^  J  jL*  JSJ  J& 

:  1  A  S JbJ! 

^  ■. .  ,  'X\1  4_ijV  1  J  ■  "  'V^  *■  .  .i\l  j  \£,  ^  'V-i  ^\1  j  4_]a  *  '-~|  -■ ''  ■  )  i^llj  a  j^t  jm  J  jl^a  JS  I"»Q  i j 

~  U.  \">  l  "  ivA  -v  „  ,■  j^a  ^  4  ' a  AjL*J1  ^  j  »• — sis  jS  1  ^  >-^  j  v— il  j  Wa^  ,.LA>  3 

*  . 

4  \\  j2  ^  'C~-  A_>ajl3  JJ  j  4  V 

:H  SjUJI 

ij-UJJ  a-ilg^l  liAlS  V  j  jfi  ^  J  ^  J  J^a\\  j 

#  Aliul  jji 


•V  *  SjLoJ) 

JjU-liJl  A^*  jL^a  aJ  j  ^.J  V  J  tA^rL;  V  A_i*i  jJ  ^  j'  j'  j  V  -  ' 

jn«'i  1  g  *il  ^  djLuLuJ^J  ^lii  ij)  j  .aLJa^jj  A_i*-  jj  j  ^  ^liL  ^aJJ  J  0"^  4Wr^  A.)«.*/ifLl' 

. j '  jU 'll  A_*J.13  ^yil  ^-aVl  ^  JJ  j  t4ALalj 

ji  4  il\ii  4^alx.  s-!_iLc.  1  4-S  »‘«'i  aII  1 4'^**;  ^)ji  ^  0^  l^5^'  “  V*T^ 

^1\  AjJ  jC-  JUC.  j  4  A_k-jljl3  Jja  <^5^"  J  i  4_ia1Lc.  jl  A  ja.)!^' 

0  0  t 
4  ‘ \  ^  j  ^  (^C-  1  l^j^SL)  i^I^j  ^la_i]^  Aj.,.1  S&1  A  \  u*j  ^j' 

^  SjUJI 

0 

^  >Q^  _9  kiljjjIaJl  A^jljialj  4^_jLlujS/'  aJ  liii.  J4*j  j  J  J^a 11  j>?kJ  ^ 

.aL-bjj  viiii  J  j^ui  ‘  ^  j^*-5 

:  V  t  SjUJI 

#  J 

A^JJ  (J^C-  A^3  J  <  4  A_i  JaLLa  J-aC.  Ij  ^\  )i\\  a  jj^i  j  jji  ^  *^->ljaj  Cl)  ^jj  (jj  -  ^ 

l^_)  jLaC-S/^  4kiJ AjujIaS  ^j-a  jl  j*. i  ^jC-  Vj  sla 

*  s 

'j.'  >a  A\'  ^v-v  ^\r-  A*_)  klalia-a  Ij^UaJ  aALjIj 


X 


A  4_i£lJaji  4  . uj Vs  j^_ 


^jaaj  ji  4A_u3 VI  3  A-i  3-1xa]I  AijUall  A  *  a  a  e^j-LxLi  33  JIaC.L)  ^3^1  ^jl  ^Ixa  -  O 

Alliflaj  ^jc.  Jj  I A  )>.rn-s  >'>;  A_j31a  4  *  Qi  a  Ac.  J  3,^^!'  A_iij  1  g  *\1\ 

.^J"'-  £a^aJI  ^»IaI  4  -v  ^Jl  JL^Jj  jl->  <11  4_aI33  ^ya  j\  jX) 

:vr  Sjuji 

0 

J^jjjiiiLi  A  .  d -v  .all  4aaja^)]I  ji  J^xJL  a_dI£JI  ^_£3i  A-S.^U^a  Adl^  (j'  ^I^aI'  £3  3J 

lIHa  3A  IajjI  J  j^Jlq  ^4C-  3  J^iLq  JIa  (j-o  aAIIaj  La  J  l  g  ^  Jt-si)  iV  ^*-a^ 
Aaa  c-  ^-jaJ  c-lcoVl  32k.  V  4e3l3j  3aj  jJaill  j  Aa^^jVI  La 

,AauI<A1  V)  Aj  Jdjj  V  jj  liika 

•V  t  SjbaJt 

AailldA  )>jjj.  V^aII  ^  a~n  a!1  3  t^l^)j  jja_l]l  *LaI33  ^Loi  J33JAA  A’iu'jj  jj'  ^3  (jl  ^))*>aH 

LaC.  J33JAA  Aji  LaS  #  ^.V4a11  ^UajV 1  a^aH  dl  J  j3  3jil)  3  *dd£il  J  jJjujJI 

A_luJ  dLc.  3  ilnA  (JjA  Aa-La^jI  ^jc.  j3jasu 

:Vo  SjLJI 

t 4  j^]|  j  Aa^JV  I  A  njl]l  A  ai.V^i  .ll  1a  3^.  j  jla-ill  AjaI  33  ^jl  ^)]*ia1'  ^3j  —  i 

AjI  ^3  A_j^)l  ]*ia11  AA32J  ^)^3j 

<jjlLuJl  Aj^d  £_a  jjjlxjjj  nd^jjJajll  A_d33  dLilla  AajIj  jI^aII  ^^jljaj  _  aj 

4  lu  A_iAx-aA  A»j3  Iaj  AjUI^aI  /ja>>> 

J-l*4  V)  A_Lilj!iluoV  1  J  A_pl*Jl  ^.VaAll  ^.a.^.a]I  aaLaL^.  ) - 

aIdIS  A  it'Ii A_ji  ^Jl  ji  ^Lall  ^3  ^l^)J^)la-i]l  AuaI^S  ^jjlljuaJ  _  3 

_  1  ^  ^  Aj  jja3  j  ^  3]  Lg_jl  y^A  ^>*-*1j  j  4  6  ^>ia3 

j  jaSM  ^3  A_jjj3ll  ajLaja^a]!  j  jjLpSM  J  ^jajUSJI  c-Ijujjj  ^jAajlij  V  -  -A 
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^ja  ji  A_ii  jjS/'  o'  j-^  o^  ^  j  -^'  Oj-^  ^jW^j  '-^  o^^  ^ 

Ul  c^klll'  yii±A\  <1U  vjj  *AO jill  j'jjV'  ^  2XJ  llljj  AjIx  ^3  ^Ue 

aJ  (j-ai.  JJ  ^1  Lq  (  A_a*-jIj  21)'  2 1  ^  1  O'  J  j'  J  ^uallk  aJ  0>^  o'  O^^' 

^  J^k-aii'  a  j  ^j-lal'  2le  lllij  tAj'  jia-Q  0^  O^ 


A_buaSj  4-uLj  4  1^1  \~k  \\  4  .  .1  1  j  y 


:  \  \  .  SjUJI 

4 o  ^)jjk^]l  t  LuJ  j'  4  l_^_LaJaji  j  l^iul  ^3  ji  4  . "  j\  ^juJ  .  wl  \  4 _ jj  ^A  1  ^\1  $. Lui  I jl 

^  l)Laj  l  j]  j  _ AjL^.  j A j  ^j-ij£Jl  V_1J j\j]l  4_) J  jj  j  4  ^  w"  ^jc,  <ia  J  JjuJl  Ajl  jL>.a\3 

ALuj'-ISj  AjuiI^S  ^Jl  o^ai  £ijj  4  4_*_ni]  cil .l] jj  Uoa  4_^l_a. jC.\  ^3 

AjlJ.13  J^.  Jja  La^J  A-aj^j  ^jAlSJ!  Lai  i4_ill  ^LxujJI  j  o  jaI  (>^3  J^Q^v  i  ^ja  i  oK  i 

.o-l^  j  g  JauJl 

:  m  SjUJi 

s- 

.  jLl^.V  '  j  l_La  j-a  ^jAl^  ^  jLu  ^ 

:  u  r  SjLJ) 

^jl  jL>-«  4_a3\  _^aJ  j  •ajjj^xi!  Aic.  V)  J]  AjJijjl  4>  JAl£  JiL  V 

4^jjI^3  JjJ.L-<ajjj  4  1 

:  >  >  r  SjUJ! 

-IjAaL)  AaIj^jV'  ^jl  ji-a^l  j  4a  jaC,  ^ja  ^Jj  Iji  L)^^.  j  IjiC-LiLa  ^jAlfljl  ' 

.  Aj\*\  a\\  4.i).LaJ'  jjjj'  jLuC-V'  LH*^  -^J4J  i.  >>‘iM  \^\  AlLa-lk 

;1U  SjUJI 

^jjj'  j]^a"  4j13'  ^a_i  V)  LjjI£  Ajc.  j  AjI  'LalliJl  ^Jj  oJ ^xJi  JjiiludAl'  ^jAl£A]  ^aaj  V 

.  ^]^)j^L»  il'  4_iuj1  13  A3jL^aAj 

:  >  >  o  SjLJ! 

(  c  # 

lg-j'  jI^a  4i3l  jaj  a  jllLLj  4_ic-  j  4_ji  <jl  aJ  4  i  .  i ;  — ;  Lu  jjli  HC-liLal' 

1 4^]^)J^)ia._i]'  4^ujl^3  4 3  >1. ^ ^  j 

:m  Sjuji 

L^j3  j  l^_i3  ^^L]'  A_lL  1  ^liaj  v  ^  \  A'uLila]  Lui  j  ^C- liLall  ^jA IS]'  ^jJaUaj 

4'\a.W  JL^.  ^3  4_LlijjVi  ,j-a  4_ij'  ^)]'  >^_i3  j  #l^_i3  ^ujlj  ^lill  a]  j^]'  j  4^C.lil]l  ^  L- 

<  « 

•  Li 


4  yj  j  i  4_j£Uajl  j  y  ') _ _0 


:nv  Sjlji 

^  \~-  ^jj  o S)}  ji  J  Alu^.  j  J-Ux  j-i3  ^'ig'i  ^jAl^Jl  olij  JL^.  ^9 

^ ^]1  aLi]I  ^jjjl  3^  3  ^  ^  ^  'V t  ^.9  ^  g  ^r-  ^ua  j)-  ^1)1  ^lall  ^^j-a  ^  ^"' - -i  ]  ^jl 

.  4u9  4."ba..1~^ 

•  \  \  A  SjLoJ) 

4i\  '  w"n  j  4^  4  . ,' '  &  ^3  ^_]  '.a  '  V  l  4  M  j  ^  \r-  1 J  ja\a  4  *  \ -  .■. '  \*\  ^jAlS  Ijl 

0  0 

4^1 .19  *  >  jn  '  3^~  3 4  >J  lilj  '  ^) ' '  \ _ j\  _^j\  j.lij  ^jLaJ  Ijl  j  4  in/i^l'  kljljj.lLi]l 

Aj\  yk^A  ^ja  v _ iLLaj 

:m  sjuji 

+  if 

J  j^A  s_jJLL=0  Vj  <j  J_pJ'  <JJJ  J  ^  JJ  V  J  4  ^.liLail  j  ^]\ 

<1aLa j  v>5ic.  ^5—^  &  J&  J  4v^ ^>a  ^5-^  U^ J  4<S^ ^''•i’1 

^  Jjl  J  4^a  jl  ■  ^-»  4  ' .  ■■.  \*\  vljlj  j)Qf-  4  »\  i  Wm  ^  J  4_L^  0  y3c~  j,a\  ^jC-  v_JfiJ  V«j  0  1a  \_iA L£ 

<jj  J^ll  ^3  j  ^  j  ^ik  ^a  jj£>\ 

:H  -  sjL»JI 

*  * 

^  j^a  ■  4  ‘ **  ''  ■  ’  ■*  ■''•  j  3  .  .  f-  _ i'i  » _ _  j  j,o  |_j  a3u^  b  3—  jj  V 

j  jlill  3  Jj  CjU.  jA  ^  jJjj  ji  i_5ic  3  j-oC.  j-i  jJ  ^i*JI  J*£j 

.jjabjjiVij 

:  ^  r  ^  Sjuji 

0 

^_jj.lll  (al*Jl  j  0  jAxJl  JC-  j  6  jaC-  Jx  J;i*_!  jVl  (jij  V)  U  J  V 

^  j  j^^>j  Sn  v  j  i^>£A\  3 

o  r  r  Sjuji 

La  jaC.  o  j3.C-  4^uA3aL^Jl  ^  O-0  3*  a **  jy)  V 

:  ^  r  r  s juji 

0 

1. 1  ^  ~>1  .  >>^-i  ^Jl  ^_^.jj  ^aAj  ^ali  j^.1  luA-La  ^--Li  j  4^*_u£Jl 
^ui  jl£  4  4ij^a  Ak-  l^iic.  jl£  ^]l  4^ J^]l  ^a  4j^ jJ  Jl 


4  jV  Jl  Aj^Uajl  4  . -  I  j  j>  'i 


-O 


oAjAJu  4  j.ti'i^  vJliLujlilj  ^__i3  JC.  jj  V  La£  .  lg-1 

:  >  r  t  Sjuji 

V)  Cp  ss^’  L>  cr^-'  P-  J!  1 pji  '-’  i— ^  '-! 

#  4^1.13 


4  '  ■  X  t  jjjV  <jjlj  4_i£Llaji  4  ■ .,  )  JJ- 


U-j J^V'  iSJ  J-aAil 


:  1  Y  0  SjUJI 

£  #  (  # 

1  nl^)  J  1 4_lj1  C-l-ljjud  l-A  A  JJ  4_kJ-13  ^j-uL 

.  <juji  j  ^Ic.  (  £"  J  jl£Jt )  J  ^-iLiA  _A  * »V  ^  J  o  J-Lk^a  ^-Ic-  ^jjLu  J 

:m  Sjuji 

0  0  0 

*  f  »  <  ,  <  <  •  i  »  »  I 

\  ^  il  ,AA 1  c.  I .1  jxji  4~<«v  j  c- 1  ^  J)\  3  J"  ^  JjuJ  Vj  JJ  Lijl  j\  Lj  jj  Jjl  jn^ll  ^jaUj 

(^  jjiili)  a_a*ji  j  (V^y '  J  o  jiua  ^  \r-  Ajyijlj  1  '  ^  *>ij  J  t4_ijl^.jl 

•  >  r  v  SjuJ! 

If  f  *  *  « 

ojljjl  J j^J  Ljjj  iA\y^Lu  IgJ-iAl  cbj-j  4_i=kj  klii-ili  1  jUj  ^  -  ' 

A^J\  j  ^lc.  J  (  ^i3)  J  ^  ^  ji  i>  j  i  \)>  >^ai: 

^  *  l  ** 

o  >\q"'  '  Jji  ,  ^-v  i  t,  4_jl  j\-m  Jya  •*■  1  ^psLi  ^  <  A  4j  jl  y^]\  .laJ  jA  ^)J  j)r\  A'  4_^1  -13  -lis  ^ -l)  -  ^-> 
4  j  n , ,,\i  jUtV' j  4^_lo— .  ^ll  »-1jLl^Lia]1  ^.3  0^^^°  vJ-1^  l-o-lic.  -laiis 

•  ^  T  A  SjLJI 

0 

,<ui  j  ^Jc.  J (  j4) ^  eb j—  Atit^i  ji  o^-ila^  i  jjjj)— I  v^>. ^  L?jj  i_>ii^sll  jJj 

:  m  Sjuji 

0 

0  ^iia  ji  4 Qjq-v"'  J  4_^i  J  ^Ic-  ( <>)<i’~y ' )  ^\y*3  ^ >j  >-_iA'jil 

4  ^ 

^lac-^lj  4  jll  ^jUlujIIaII  ^3  4.,,^;.lj  1  n\>^>  jj  jLoll  <^133  o-lls 

4_iAi*jJ1 
•  ••  •• 

or.  Sjuji 

1  ^ic-  ^  j  '-rJ^A  Ljj—j  J  J  ^ 

•  in  Sjuji 

^Xill  dihlc-j  4^oJaji  ^  4  .  si\  A^x±hj\  J U»'\^U  J  jA^r^ 

#<-olc-  ^  jjjlSpil  ^  JJ  A-pJ]l  tla  j)  Ul  .1^43  0jA2wI  jjj 


J. 


4  i .  .1^  '  yj  ^  4  \  \\  \  4  \\1  \\  4  „ \  ^ 


A  j  jl  *yj  It  i 


:\rr  SjUJ! 

^  'll  U  l^_j  w\ '  jAAilj  4c«Ua])  4-iJjIa]!  [^^a  4-xjLiA  jll  jjiill 

AaaA  jil 

:  >  r  r  SjUJi 

Jl*_j  ^-jLiA  1  '  V  j  v. _ uJa  to^jjaiil  A_LA  s__liLla 

.J4^  jjj* 

:  >  r  t  SjUJ) 

.0  jaC,  ^ja  £\  Ja  Sn  ^4*  ^>u L  V 

:>ro  Sjuji 

_  j  jK,!  >\l  I^A  ^j-a  ^  ^  ^  a^Lall  Aulc.  0ua  jjl^1a]I  ^J^ll  VlbaH  c_lAl^>]l 

SjUJI 

U  ^a  ^liaj  o  JJL^j  Uj)j  (  rJ<^yi)  AX-'ui  4_a1  : iJu 

orv  Sjiuji 

^A  j  i  ^jnuWll  ^ja  <"  )\\'\\  \b>  ^)ll  J)£i  ja  j  jLpbU  J&  AjujIjiS 

k>  j'  j*-'  J!  k>  ^4*'  j^j  04*  jN  J4? j  U*L*jj  jjxj  ^aII 

o^4  V)  jja  i/i  V j  jja1»  J! 

:\r a  Sjuji 

.^1 JJ  J^=4'  <4J^  c>a  jaI>  Vj  J^'  J!  c>  u'  jyH  y 

:\T*  SjLaJI 


j  ^jjuilLaJl  A_)  ^  joL  j  i  kO^J^)la-0  4_0  Jl3  A_ilc.  ,JgO  >^>  i  ^  1^'  J  ^»Llaj  A  nA  j  ji 

_ .  "<1  \  a \1  j 


jV  AjjLjjjjJI  Aj£l_Lsji  A  j  y. 


j)j  i  »Vlj  o!i>  </•>  11  j  j»3 _ «a!l  j  Jldl  J^alSl 


:  U  .  SjUJ! 

0 

a>d<a]l  ^9  ^  >*vl  jll  4^o^i]l  j  .c-di-oj  IaI  A_Lo^aj  (J^<o  j^Q  ^.Ic.  ^ua  ^)3  a  >d^]l 
^jLaj^  I  a  j^ld  ajlx.  avd<a]l  ^xi^J  j  k4_u^]l  a^drall  j  Aj^bll  dll  Villi  ^J^di 

t  A_jjl_i  ^juJI  4  id  4  . .'  <  X  4  '.Void  4jiI]1  k  4_uLj  ^juoll  4_i_l]l  j  >(^£j>LaJi  ^iidJi  j 

4  '\«v  d  dLi-lil  jLaxdAj  lgdU>  ^1  ^_a*aj  j 

;H1  sjUJI 

0 

« 

di  .  ^  4_Ll^jLa]l  ft*M  -  -di  j  J)  -  ^-»1'  ^ _ ol  d  -a  ^Jlc.  Ll  ^  j  _ -  l 

0 

'  Qadil  k  "  id  A-3  j  i  J  j_id  (j  jd  ^  q  3-0  J  . c  J  1-^.l-L^a  «.»  j  l 

0 

Lj  j  4jj  ^jUII  >^Vl  Jy^-y>l\  j  (j-jjJSV1  (•  -  Sr1 

;  >  t  T  SjUJI 

*  {  *  ? 

Ll  q  ^  r-  ^  .Vll  ^jAlSJl  ^LqI  ^g_l  _jjU]i  v al^ic-Vl  3°  ^  *  ? A  >  (*-du 

:  \  t  r  SjUJI 

yA  ^J.'  jb  >11  J  jljl)  J  V fll  ^pC-V  l  tc-L-ull  J  3*°  ^ixil-lil  ^JJ-LO  ^-lc- 

Not~-  Jjj*v  j^IaII  ^Ic.  J  jLa*Jl  JUC-  I  ^Ic.  ^  i>'  j  ^A  J  lJsS/1  4_dJl  ^-3 

,^l'Kl 

•  (5  V  , 

•  \  i  i  SjLoJ) 

,1*_i  i  .id  J  -^_iAa  ^Ic.  J  eld  _^li  4_juii  &ll  ^  3  Ad  j  ^  jj  ^  3idA3  <aI^Li  JAlSll 

A^mSkll  (Jjl  j '  'l  v^llj  j  duiiiall  J*d 

•  ^  t  0  SjL&JI 

dsl  jiic.  \  .!*_)  vJ--.  N0^l'  (jb  jiil  J  jld  ^  ba**Jl  ^3^1  A_l*li  ^jV  l  Jjl  jIoaI 

.(JsVl  ^5-^  dlc-L^j  d^b  aJ-al  ^  J  jldll  34^  b)i  t>_5-ic-  Jjj  j  ^C-Laii. 

o  n  SjLoJi 

'  (L*“  V  b)J  J^*4^  k^jJ^AS-Ail  j  t4_*_UjJl  j\  JjS)J\  l  ^  1A  k4-ud£Jl  ^5-^-  4Jjl  jXJLJ  3° 


4  \  .  .1^  4  1  A  i  ^ .  .'ll  4  A  4  ■  -i  ^  y 


J 


^fjua JJ  t(jJt 3j-4ll  A  1*mA J  ^  i.'JmSLaI]  (jLijAI)  cL-iljjC>Vlj  A«i>a]' 

^  If-  ^  /■■, '  j  j)\  o^A  A_*^j  o  j  j  *  ^*i )  ^a]'  A  ig  ^1'  j  In^l' 


.(*J  j^' 


Juc- 


^aII  4  ^  jxji  A^x  jLaa 


AjSUojI  A  .^1'^ 


u4 


£'j> 


> 


:  j^iic- 


;UV  SjUJI 

^C-  JaL)  j  j  jj^h  jA  t  4_luoS^  jj  jS^  ^-jjIj ^juJI  <jud_uS]l  ^3  j  _  I 

J  3^^‘  3  JAl£Jl  .jAi^^jjji  J±lL  o  \  ja\  j 

JjAxJI  Q.\.'^..w-  -'-  ^ 

IjLjaS  ^-Ic.  jJjVl  4_ajUa]  A  lj^ra.^xlll  Jl  j^Sl\  <j  ^jlii  ;  _  s _ i 

j  4.aiilL)  ^I*ju  Lo  JSj  dili^LiJl  ^Ic.  j  4^j3^J 

.  Jp^'  -  g}  jji'  ^rl  jjll 

Aa^ ^jl^ia-a  l^_*-;l  ^)J  4_p*  3  J  ^  -qS«v  -q  4_ul^jl  JSJ  _  ^ 

V _ ol  Vnwi^l  4  a  ^Lai  ,  el  \'\\ ,  .-vi  \  4j_)l3  4  ^  ^1  4_ijljLl]l  ^IS^.1  Jj  ^Sj  _  3 

4_iS  jj  ^laa]!  jIa  ^3  1  •-■^  JlAxj  ^all  j  jW 

^_j  jSlJ  ,Jji  ^gAc.  i  4_ i^.  J  jjl  ^ fl\  I'fi.Q  I  A^fL^Xi  c  l  >  s\C-  i  i j]  ^lajjl  4_J  .13  j A 

Jj±iA>  IS  p  jjJaC-  j  ifj\  ^Jauu  4jj 

^JpJallj  ^S«v  ll  4  ) ak  'si  '.a!'  4  a\  \V\w:VS('  I  j  4_li!  Jull  4_i*_laail  4  ^  j  -s-  ^\l  Jl S ^  i  V  -  J 

.  kil^)j  jh  >11  4jujlji3  J^j.l^talu  l^_)l  jaSl  k_}:i3  v.jaV>\l  4jjUi  ^p-LajJl  ji  ^  ji 

4ilU^il  4  „  Uq\1  .l£^bu  2LlmJL  4^SU^]I  ojl^l  »  ^lJ^]  _  j 

0 V  ^1  ji  J j3li» 

^3  4  '"v  J ^J|  4_liI  Aill  jaSL^aJl  ^jC-  ^j~"~'a '  » _ )l  Aijl  vil ^)j  ^Laall  <jujI  Sii  _  ^ 

#  AaS  ^)j  ^3  AaSLiaLujV  I  j  CliLul  l  ^jL-j 

•  ^  t  A  SjLaJI 

0  + 

^£'ipj  jx.  >.;->>-^  j4jUl  ia.i  jlS  lil  j'  jjil 

OJUJI 

C  <  <  #  . 

'  '  ■  ^>11  J  jV  ^  ^  jj  ‘  >' V  ^  3  ^  3^  3  —  ^-i41  3  ■  ^  1  3  J)]l  ji  3  _ i£-  ^  '  a  1 

iaa  AjJijjVI  (jl  jUA  2u jl  C.VU4I  ^3  yVVI  ^  3  ^j‘-  ^g_li*_i  jV  I 

#c-l  j^aJl  j  JallSS/^  AS^>Jj  .n.13>  i  ^laall  S  ^3:*.!' 


y  j'i  A  i  A  \  4  1^1  \\  4  ■  ■■  ^ 


jL 


^VIj 


o  o .  isul\ 

4J^-laII  ;4_iil!iil  Aj-IijuJI  aLic-SM  j  t (  A^V ^ )  s-1  ^ .  >>j 

4  JjJUual)  wA-aLaII  4&jLu*ji)  4^-^lH  (JjXaJuJ  1)  ^ I  <— 1  jl)  4(^*^) 

a_u!^jV'  (jl  jI^aI  j  4  a  >  >1  j  l^_)Cli  j-oi  ^*.tu  a\\\  j  jAxJl  SAjU^II  jUc-  i  J  .*  J 

A_LujLLo  ^Lil  ^  j*  -  A-j.\i**iH  j  A_jA±*jJ1  ^AC.  aI-AC-SM  }  cJ^-1  ^5^  (3^^ 


A-iSlJajl  A  \  \<s  j  3- 


<uJ  L 


^J*>i-a  I lL^' 


:  \  0  \  S  juil 

^  >*>  cr^^jVI  ^Lj^JI  Au£UxSI  ^ 

J  U^  j'  aIaV  V  J  .J^iia  JJC-  J  J^iia  jLa  ^JA  Ailikj  La  J£  ^  A3) 

^  % 

. <ilaU  Axj  A_La  c ^Lu  <Li]LLla1]  £3  jj  jC.  .}  j  t  Jj^3^ '  ^^Ic.  C  ^Ll)  ^C-  Aj 

:  >  0  r  SjLJ! 

A_lLa_)  s— fl  ^-3  Aj  j]  fc  Aluj  Jji  JLlC-  ^jl  jUJ  Jl  ^ol  j-UAJ  -  > 

Jjjj  AjI_3j  Axj  ^  w.V)  IaLu3I  ^!ill  Jl  j-ajls  i  A-ul  '  j  A_ijl  jJa>a]l  jlj  jLaJ  ^l]j£ 

aJ  jjLajl  Jl  ^aL  19  i  ji  <1  ^  j]l  s _ oa  -  .'S/ 1  Lai  i  A  L^aLLa  ^aa..S/  I  ^  ^£Jl  j  A_i£  ^)J  ^laj]l 

^jIiajAII  Jja  ojLa-Jl  eAA  jl  nC-V '  b^*-1  31 3  .  ALn-alLa  A  j  -  jLul'  j  a.iV  jl  ^J^jj  ^  -  -Q> 

IjJ  1  .  4  l./l  J  J  ju:  lit 

or  SjUJi 

j^)]I  Alllgj^Jl  ji  JaxIL)  s _ Ll£Jl  a!  jA^xa  ■•  aL  ^  i  ALaLujj  Jj3  Jjl  jJa-all  »  V 

v^lLa  jA  Axj  JjlS  Lojji  JLa  Jja  A^L  i  La  J£  Jjl  *V  ^-cai  JjjjjJLj  A 

A_ba  c  cl C-S)I\  A^.L  l44.^>1  u  lg_i3  aA^.  ^Jl  A_iL;  jjI;  I  j  A-iS^jjiabl 

LAaji  AC-liLaJl  j  L^\l  ^Ic.  L  L>  i\l  IaA  ^  Ja<jj  tA  . ..  LH  aJ  ALljjj  V  1  ^Ua^a 
AjS^j  jJajJl  Jjjj  j*— ib  cOli  j  Axj  A^Juaj  Lo3  A_ul^ji  ^-bk-J  V  AC-liLal'  Jjl  jia-aJl  Lai 

_  AliliA  j  ji  ALj  jia-a  Ag-X-J  A_i3  Jj^xx  ^  A_i3  ^\x'i  ^  All  3 

:\oi  S JUJl 

_  AliliJl  A_iS  ^)J  ^)L>  i\1  ji  0  J  Alii  ^)J-a  A  *s\ a  )  La  ' — lA  1  j  ^3  jJ  1  jl 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SYRIAC  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  OF  ANTIOCH 


Article  33  : 

Council  shall  neither  re  -  discuss  a  decision  taken  previously  nor  void  it. 
Council  shall  not  take  a  similar  or  contradictory  decision  either,  unless  in 
a  session  attended  by  two  thirds  of  Council  members  and  agreed  upon  by 
majority  of  present  members. 


Article  34  : 

All  decisions  regarding  the  Local  Parish  Councils  shall  be  considered  void 
if  they  contradict  these  Bylaws. 


Article  35  : 

These  Bylaws  will  be  in  force  as  of  the  date  of  its  legalization  and  sanction 
by  his  holiness  the  Patriarch. 


St.  Ephraim  the  Syriac  Monastery  -  Ma’arrat  Saydnayah 

On  March  31,  2000 

Sanctioned  by  his  holiness  the  Patriarch 

On . ,  1998 

Endorsed  by  the  Holy  Synod  of  Antioch 

On  March  31,  2000 


In  case  of  any  conflicting  interpretations,  the  original  text  (Arabic)  premium 
on  the  English  version. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SYRIAC  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  OF  ANTIOCH 


CHAPTER  VII  :  COUNCIL  MEETINGS 


Article  26  : 

Council  shall  meet  at  its  designated  place. 

A rticle  27 : 

Council  shall  hold  periodic  meetings  at  least  once  every  two  weeks  at  the 
time  it  sets. 


Article  28  : 


Council  shall  hold  special  sessions  when  necessary.  It  shall  be  held  upon  a 


request  by  : 

a)  The  head  of  the  Archdiocese. 

b)  Majority  of  Council  members  according  to  a  decision  taken 
normal  session  in  which  date  and  time  ot  special  session  is  set. 

c)  Vice  President  or  Secretary  in  case  of  President’s  absence. 


at  a 


Article  29  : 

Meeting  shall  be  considered  legal  if  more  than  halt  ot  Council  members  are 
present. 


Article  30 : 

The  chairman  shall  submit  topics  for  discussion  according  to  meeting  agen¬ 
da  in  order  to  take  decisions  accordingly.  Topics  not  agreed  upon,  shall  be 
put  to  vote. 


Article  31: 

Decisions  are  taken  by  majority  vote  of  the  Council  members  who  are  pre¬ 
sent.  In  case  of  a  tie  vote,  the  President's  side  shall  win. 


Article  32  : 

Council’s  session  shall  be  kept  in  a  special  register.  It  will  be  read  at  the  end 
of  meeting  and  be  signed  by  present  Council  members  or  Vice  President  and 
Secretary. 


CONSTITUTION  OK  THE  SYRIAC  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  OF  ANTIOCH 


Article  24 : 

Archdiocese  Archbishop  or  Patriarchal  Vicar  shall  supervise  the  execution 
of  all  Council’s  decisions. 

Article  25: 

Council  shall  have  an  official  register  whose  pages  are  numbered,  and  to  seal 
it  by  its  official  seal.  Archbishop  or  Patriarchal  Vicar  shall  sign  the  first  and 
the  last  page  of  every  register.  These  records  shall  be  delivered  to  persons 
concerned.  They  are  : 

a)  Objections  and  correspondence  register  and  all  other  papers  recei¬ 
ved  by  Council  showing  its  stated  number  in  the  sequence  of  its 
delivery,  as  well  as  the  name  of  sender  and  a  briefing. 

b)  Meetings  register. 

c)  Archdiocese  account  register  and  double  copy  receipt  books. 

d)  Register  for  endowments  properties  showing  their  status,  descrip¬ 
tion,  income,  and  other  documentation. 

e)  Archdiocese  census  register. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SYRIAC  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  OF  ANTIOCH 


c)  The  Advisory  Committee  : 

This  shall  consist  of  the  Vice  President  and  two  members 
elected  by  the  Council.  Their  duties  are  to  assist  the  head  of 
Archdiocese  in  all  urgent  matters. 

d)  The  Financial  Committee  : 

This  shall  consist  of  three  members  that  will  include  the  Ac¬ 
countant  and  the  Treasurer.  Its  duties  are  to  organize  Council’s 
and  Archdiocese’s  budget,  audit  accounts  of  all  Archdiocese 
institutions,  oversee  their  treasuries,  and  forward  a  report  at 
least  twice  a  year. 

e)  The  Overseeing  Committee  : 

This  shall  consist  of  three  Council  members.  Its  duties  to  over¬ 
see  activities  of  Archdiocese  institutions  and  inspect  at  least 
once  every  six  months  and  when  necessary.  Also  forward  a 
report  regarding  its  actions. 

f)  Schools  Overseeing  Committee  : 

This  shall  consist  of  three  Council  members.  Its  duties  is  to 
oversee  administrative  Schools  bodies  and  inspect  at  least 
once  a  month.  Also  forward  a  report  regarding  its  actions. 

g)  Endowments  And  Churches  Overseeing  Committee: 

This  shall  consist  of  three  Council  members.  Its  duties  is  to 
oversee  church  treasury,  manage  endowments,  and  inspect 
once  very  six  months  and  when  necessary.  Also  forward  a 
report  regarding  its  actions. 

h)  Council,  headed  by  the  Archbishop,  has  the  right  to  establish 
other  new  committees  that  suit  the  activities  of  the  Archdio¬ 
cese. 

i)  If  the  Council  consists  of  less  that  eight  members,  then  the 
Council,  as  a  whole,  can  carry  out  the  duties  of  the  committees. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SYRIAC  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  OF  ANTIOCH 


CHAPTER  VI  :  COUNCIL  MANAGEMENT  AND  COMMIT¬ 
TEES  ELECTION 


Article  19  : 

The  Archbishop  of  the  Archdiocese  or  the  Patriarchal  Vicar  shall  be  the  Pre¬ 
sident  of  the  Council  in  his  Archdiocese.  In  case  of  absence,  Vice  President 
and  Secretary  will  act  as  chairman.  In  such  case  Council’s  decision  will  be 
considered  valid  only  after  being  approved  by  the  head  of  Archdiocese. 

Article  20 : 

The  term  of  the  Council  is  two  years. 

Article  21  : 

The  Archbishop  has  the  right  to  extend  Council’s  term  only  once. 

Article  22  : 

For  the  benefit  of  the  church,  the  Archbishop  can  keep  a  maximum  of  three 
Council  members  for  one  term. 


Article  23  : 

During  the  first  meeting.  Council  shall  elect : 

a)  Vice  President,  whose  duties  will  include  : 

1.  Acting  as  President  in  case  of  President’s  absence. 

2.  Carrying  the  President’s  authorities  be  it :  representing  the 
Council,  supervising  its  committees,  and  executing  its  de¬ 
cisions. 

b)  Secretary,  whose  duties  will  include  : 

1 .  Documenting  all  meetings  in  an  official  record. 

2.  Keeping  all  correspondence. 

3.  Receiving  all  letters  and  papers  and  distributing  them  to 
the  appropriate  parties  after  being  read  at  the  Council’s 
meeting. 

4.  Acting  as  the  link  between  all  Council’s  committees. 

5.  Acting  as  chairman  in  the  absence  of  the  President  and  the 
Vice  President. 
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Should  the  number  of  the  resigning  members  be  less  than  half  of  the  Council 
members  then  the  Archbishop  shall  appoint  new  members  to  replace  those 
who  have  resigned  (be  it  elected  or  an  appointed  Council)  and  notify  his 
holiness  the  Patriarch.  The  new  appointed  members  shall  complete  the  re¬ 
maining  period  of  time  of  the  term  of  those  who  have  resigned. 

Article  IS  : 

In  case  Council  commits  an  action  against  church  rules,  constitution,  or  re¬ 
gulations,  the  Archbishop  of  the  Archdiocese  has  the  right  to  terminate  or 
dismiss  any  member  or  group  after  obtaining  the  written  approval  ol  his 
holiness  the  Patriarch. 
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CHAPTER  V  :  PROHIBITIONS,  DISMISSAL,  AND  RESI¬ 
GNATION 


Article  12  : 

Council  shall  not  be  involved  in  politics  of  any  type.  Likewise,  Council  shall 
never  interfere  in  church's  spiritual  matters  of  the  Archdiocese. 

Article  13  : 

Council  is  prohibited  from  interfering  in  any  other  Archdiocese’s  matters. 

Article  14  : 

A  Council  member  shall  neither  create  suspicion  within  Council  nor  offend 
any  of  the  Archdiocese’s  institutions.  He  shall  not  join  any  religious  and/or 
political  organization  that  is  incompatible  with  church  1  aith  and  regulations 
under  the  penalty  of  dismissal  by  Council’s  decision  headed  by  head  of  Ar¬ 
chdiocese. 


Article  15  : 

Any  member  of  the  Council  who  is  convicted  of  a  disgraceful  crime  shall  be 
dismissed  from  the  Council  by  a  decision  of  the  same. 

Article  16  : 

A  Council  member  shall  be  considered  dismissed  by  Council  under  the  fol¬ 
lowing  conditions  : 

a)  If  he  resigns  and  the  Council  accepts  his  resignation,  or  if  he  insists 
on  resignation  despite  the  Council’s  rejection. 

b)  If  he  absents  himself  three  consecutive  times,  in  which  case  he  shall 
be  warned  at  the  fourth  meeting.  If  he  absents  himsell  at  this  fourth 
meeting  without  a  legitimate  excuse,  he  shall  be  considered  dis¬ 
missed. 


Article  1 7 : 

Council  shall  be  considered  dissolved  if  more  than  half  of  its  members 
have  resigned,  be  it  an  elected  or  an  appointed  Council.  In  such  case,  a  new 
Council  shall  be  formed  according  to  the  provisions  of  3,  4  and  5  of  these 
Bylaws. 
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holiness  the  Patriarch. 

c)  Council  has  the  right  to  establish  a  financial  system  for  the  Archdio¬ 
cese  aiming  at  organizing  its  income  and  expenses,  setting  church 
fees  for  spiritual  services,  accept  gifts  and  donations,  help  the  poor 
among  their  parish,  setting  monthly  salaries  for  the  priests,  ensuring 
a  proper  residence  for  them,  and  securing  Patriarchal  and  Archdio¬ 
cesan  yearly  dues. 

d)  During  the  first  quarter  of  every  year.  Council  shall  issue  a  report 
for  the  annual  ending  accounts  and  the  upcoming  year's  budget. 

e)  Council  shall  spend  fund  available  in  its  custody  according  to  offi¬ 
cial  decisions  taken  by  its  members,  and  a  spending  order  signed  by 
the  Archbishop  of  the  Archdiocese  or  the  Patriarchal  Vicar  and  the 
financial  committee,  in  responding  to  the  needs  of  the  Archdiocese 
institutions  after  checking  its  annual  budget. 

f)  Church  funds  shall  be  deposited  in  a  bank  in  the  church's  name.  No 
withdrawal  of  funds  is  permitted  except  through  a  decision  taken  by 
the  Council  and  signed  by  the  Archbishop  or  the  Patriarchal  Vicar 
and  the  authorized  personnel.  The  treasurer  has  the  right  to  keep  a 
certain  amount  of  funds  in  his  custody  for  daily  use.  Such  procedure 
shall  be  set  by  Council  via  a  decision  taken.  Exceeding  amounts 
should  be  deposited  at  the  bank  in  church's  name. 

Article  11  : 

Financial  matters  such  as  :  system,  expenditure,  and  withdrawals  are  subject 
to  general  accountability.  Annual  budget  is  also  subject  to  supervision  and 
financial  inspection  by  his  holiness  the  Patriarch  or  whoever  he  designates 
for  this  purpose. 
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CHAPTER  IV  :  COUNCIL’S  AUTHORITIES 


Article  10 : 

Since  the  Council,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Archbishop,  strives  to  im¬ 
prove  and  uplift  the  standard  of  the  Archdiocese  as  well  as  support  its  unity 
and  guard  its  rights  in  administrative,  financial  or  social  fields,  it  enjoys  the 
following  authorities  : 

First  -  Administrative  And  Social  Matters: 

a)  Overseeing  activities  of  all  Archdiocese  institutions,  legislate  suita¬ 
ble  regulations,  accountability  and  oversight,  look  into  its  affaires, 
appoint,  amend,  and  dissolve  its  committees  if  instructions  given 
by  Council  were  violated.  It  shall  interfere  to  solve  any  dispute  that 
may  arise  among  individuals  running  these  institutions. 

b)  Taking  care  of  the  Archdiocese  schools,  supervise  and  work  for 
their  progress  and  assist  morally  and  financially  .  Also  ensuring  tea¬ 
ching  of  the  Syriac  language,  the  language  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

c)  Look  into  all  complaints  filed  by  parishioners  against  any  com¬ 
mittee  and  channel  them  to  their  proper  sources  after  forming  an 
factual  report,  otherwise  it  shall  be  voided. 

d)  Council  has  the  right  to  supervise  any  referendum  for  parishioners 
in  choosing  priests  in  the  Archdiocese.  Council  also  has  the  same 
right  when  choosing  the  new  Archbishop  if  Archbishop’s  position 
becomes  vacant  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  church. 

e)  During  the  first  month  of  every  year,  Council  shall  prepare  a  de¬ 
tailed  annual  report  stating  its  accomplishments  during  the  previous 
year.  This  report  shall  be  made  public  to  parishioners. 

Second  -  Financial  Matters  : 

a)  Council  has  the  right  to  oversee  the  financial  operation  of  all  its  ins¬ 
titutions,  to  audit  its  accounts  and  yearly  budget,  work  to  find  new 
and  steady  resources,  and  to  help  in  case  of  any  deficit. 

b)  Council,  only  when  headed  by  the  head  of  Archdiocese  and  after 
his  written  approval,  has  the  right  to  borrow  and  lend  funds,  to  rent 
on  long  term  basis  all  or  some  of  the  endow  ments  belonging  to  the 
Archdiocese  by  a  decision  taken,  after  obtaining  approval  from  his 
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CHAPTER  III  :  NOMINATING  AND  CALLING  COUNCIL 

MEMBERS 


Article  S  : 

a)  The  head  of  the  Archdiocese  shall  issue  a  decree  pronouncing  the 
names  of  the  new  Council  members  in  compliance  with  ARTICLES 
3  and  4  of  these  Bylaws.  A  copy  of  this  decree  will  be  forwarded  to 
his  holiness  the  Patriarch.  This  same  procedure  will  apply  if  Council 
is  appointed  rather  than  elected. 

b)  The  head  of  the  Archdiocese  shall  call  upon  the  new  Council  for  a 
meeting  -  be  it  elected  or  appointed  -  within  1 0  days  of  the  issuance 
of  the  above  mentioned  decree  in  the  previous  section.  II  after  this 
duration  a  call  for  the  meeting  is  not  made,  then  the  new  Council 
can  meet  automatically. 

c)  Handover  between  the  new  and  old  Council  shall  take  place  under 
the  superv  ision  of  the  head  of  Archdiocese  or  whoever  he  designa¬ 
tes,  in  a  maximum  period  of  30  days  after  the  first  meeting  of  the 
new  Council.  Otherwise  legal  action  will  be  taken  by  the  head  of 
Archdiocese  and  the  new  Council.  ARTICLE  9:  The  new  Council 
members  shall  pledge  to  be  faithful  to  the  Syriac  Orthodox  Church 
of  Antioch  and  uphold  her  faith,  traditions  and  holy  language.  Also 
to  preserve  her  rights,  ideal  or  material,  to  yield  to  her  spiritual 
authority,  and  to  work  towards  the  prosperity  and  progress  of  the 
Archdiocese. 
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the  voters  register.  Then,  counting  votes  will  start  and  publicly  an¬ 
nounced  in  front  of  the  audience. 

b)  Any  blank  or  unreadable  ballot  will  be  voided  and  shall  be  registe¬ 
red. 

c)  Any  ballot  that  contains  all  or  some  of  the  candidates  names  will  be 
considered  acceptable  and  valid.  Unclear  or  non  candidate  names, 
it  any,  will  be  cancelled,  also  any  number  exceeding  12  names  star¬ 
ting  with  number  13. 

d)  Election  results  will  be  announced  instantly  after  vote  counting. 
C  andidates  who  got  majority  of  votes  will  be  considered  winners  in 
sequence  so  that  the  number  would  be  12.  Those  who  came  second 
will  be  considered  as  alternates  in  sequence  also.  If  one  or  more  got 
the  same  number  of  votes  after  number  1 1  then  one  will  be  chosen 
by  lot-casting.  Winner  will  be  number  12. 

e)  The  Election  Supervising  Committee  will  write  down  in  register  the 
election  results  and  forward  them  to  the  head  of  the  Archdiocese. 
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6.  Does  not  owe  money  to  any  of  the  Archdiocese  institutions 
which  he/she  is  a  member  of. 


Article  6  : 

Election  Announcement 

a)  At  least,  one  month  before  the  end  of  the  current  Council’s  term, 
Archbishop  of  the  Archdiocese  shall  announce  election  date  twice 
or  more.  A  suitable  day  shall  be  chosen  for  election  to  be  held  at  the 
Archdiocese  headquarters  or  any  other  location  where  election  is 
announced. 

b)  The  candidate  will  announce  his/her  candidacy  via  written  letter 
and  in  compliance  with  conditions  stated  in  ARTICLE  5  of  these 
Bylaws.  An  acknowledgment  receipt  will  be  issued  for  him. 

c)  Deadline  for  candidacy  will  be  Eight  days  before  elections. 

d)  The  names  of  eligible  candidates  will  be  announced  on  the  bulletin 
board  the  morning  after  deadline  closing  date. 

e)  A  candidate  whose  candidacy  is  being  rejected,  has  the  right  to  tile 
a  complaint  with  the  head  of  the  Archdiocese  whose  decision  shall 
be  final. 

f)  A  Three  Members  Committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  head  of  the 
Archdiocese  and  the  current  Council  to  supervise  election  opera¬ 
tion.  Every  candidate  has  the  right  to  nominate  one  person  to  watch 
election  operation. 

g)  Election  should  start  on  the  designated  time  and  date  after  election 
box  is  opened  by  the  supervising  committee  in  front  of  all  atten¬ 
dants  to  make  sure  it  is  empty.  Then  closed,  sealed  and  election 
operation  starts  until  the  designated  time  of  closure.  Counting  of 
votes  should  start  immediately  after  election  is  completely  done. 

h)  Eligible  voters  who  comply  with  conditions  stated  in  section  C  of 
ARTICLE  5  shall  cast  their  votes  in  one  ballot  after  registering 
their  names  in  the  list  of  voters. 


Article  7: 

Counting  Votes  And  Announcing  Results 

a)  Immediately  after  completion  of  election,  the  Election  Supervising 
Committee  shall  open  the  Election  Box  and  make  sure  that  number 
of  votes  is  equal  to  the  number  of  voters  whose  names  are  listed  in 
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Article  5  : 

Election  Or  Appointment 

a)  It  follows  the  direct  election  operation  in  forming  the  Council  it 
possible  -  in  case  of  impossibility  or  contradiction  with  the  law  ot 
the  land  -  the  Archbishop  or  the  Patriarchal  Vicar  will  issue  a  decree 
nominating  Council  members  after  consulting  well  experienced  pa¬ 
rishioners  and  in  compliance  with  ARTICLE  3  ot  these  Bylaws. 

b)  Elected  or  appointed  Council  members  (both  sexes)  must  be  : 

1 .  A  Syriac  Orthodox. 

2.  Enjoying  all  church  privileges  and  known  to  have  good 
reputation  and  moral  character. 

3.  Not  convicted  of  any  disgraceful  crime. 

4.  Residing  within  the  boundaries  ot  the  Archdiocese  and 
being  a  member  of  his  church  for  at  least  three  years, 

5.  Not  to  be  under  25  years  of  age  and  not  to  exceed  70 
years. 

6.  Do  not  owe  money  to  any  of  the  church  institutions  he/she 
belongs  to  or  other  Archdiocese 

7.  Fulfilling  his  membership  dues. 

8.  Must  be  educated  and  adhering  to  the  church’s  command¬ 
ments. 

9.  Not  to  be  a  member  of  any  political  organization  or  any  ci¬ 
vil  society  whose  goals  contradict  the  church  Bylaws  and 
constitution. 

10.  Not  to  be  an  active  member  of  any  other  administrative 
institution  of  the  Archdiocese. 

1 1 .  Not  to  be  an  employee  of  the  Archdiocese  institutions. 

c)  A  voter  (  both  sexes)  must  be  : 

1.  A  Syriac  Orthodox. 

2.  A  member  of  the  church  where  election  or  appointment 
takes  place  for  a  period  not  less  than  one  year. 

3.18  years  of  age  or  older. 

4.  Enjoying  all  church  privileges  and  not  convicted  ot  any 
disgraceful  crime. 

5.  Fulfilling  his  membership  dues. 
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CHAPTER  I  :  DEFINITIONS 


Article  1  : 

The  following  defined  terms  shall  be  used  in  these  Bylaws. 

-  The  Council  :  The  local  Board  of  the  Archdiocese  and  centers. 

-  The  Council  President  :  The  Archbishop  or  the  Patriarchal  Vicar  of  the 
Archdiocese  and  other  centers. 

-Archdiocese  Location  :  The  city  in  which  the  Archbishop  resides  which 
will  be  followed  by  all  other  cities  and  churches. 

-Archdiocese  Institutions  :  Churches,  Schools,  Organizations,  benevol¬ 
ent,  Social,  Cultural,  healthiness.  Scouts,  and  Sporting  Institutions,  and  all 
committees  working  through  the  Archdiocese. 

CHAPTER  II  :  FORMATION  OF  THE  COUNCIL 


Article  2  : 

The  Council  is  a  factual  body  working  under  the  leadership  of  the  Archbis¬ 
hop  or  the  Patriarchal  Vicar  at  the  Archdiocese’s  and/or  any  other  location.  It 
runs  the  administrative,  financial  and  social  matters  ot  the  Archdiocese,  and 
works  to  lift  its  standard  and  preserve  its  rights,  and  implement  decisions 
taken  by  the  Holy  Synod  headed  by  his  holiness  the  Patriarch. 

Article  3  : 

One  Council  shall  be  formed  at  every  location  of  the  Archdioceses  and  ma¬ 
jor  churches.  Its  numbers  will  not  exceed  12  and  not  less  than  5.  Members 
shall  either  be  appointed  or  elected,  according  to  a  decree  issued  by  the 
Archdiocese  Archbishop  or  the  Patriarchal  Vicar,  and  notify  his  holiness  the 
Patriarch,  in  writing. 


A  rticle  4  : 

There  shall  be  no  more  than  one  Council  in  every  Archdiocese’s  location 
except  through  a  decree  by  his  holiness  the  Patriarch,  which  would  be  due  to 
an  utmost  necessity  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Archdiocese. 
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In  addition  to  amending  ARTICLE  22  according  to  the  Holy  Synod 

meeting  9-12  September  2003 

And  ARTICLE  5  Section  B  Verse  5  according  to  the  Holy  Synod  meeting 

on  December  1 3,  2005 
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CONCLUSION 


Article  157 : 

Any  Article  that  contradicts  with  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  will  be 
considered  invalid  null  and  void. 

Article  158 : 

This  constitution  will  be  in  force  as  ot  the  date  ol  its  legalization  and  publi¬ 
cation  by  H.H.  the  Patriarch. 

Damascus:  September  14th.  2002 

We  hereby  sanction  this  Constitution 
Patriarch  Ignatius  Zaka  I  Iwas 


In  case  of  any  conflicting  interpretations,  the  original  text  (Arabic)  premium 
on  the  English  version. 
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worship  places,  cemeteries,  schools,  real  estate  and  endowments.  This  in¬ 
cludes  all  the  possessions  and  properties  of  its  churches  and  centers  such  as 
manuscripts,  printed  books,  vessels,  clerical  vests,  furniture  of  the  Patriar¬ 
chate  and  the  Archdioceses.  The  ownership  of  these  properties  and  assets 
can  never  be  disputed  or  contested  by  any  body  whatsoever.  If  an  individual 
or  a  group  of  individuals  separates  from  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  of  An¬ 
tioch  and  joins  another  denomination,  they  shall  have  absolutely  no  right  to 
claim  any  of  the  above  mentioned  properties  or  possessions.  Any  claim  filed 
by  anybody,  be  it  an  individual  or  a  group,  large  or  small,  shall  be  positively 
and  absolutely  mull  and  void. 


Article  156 

The  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  of  Antioch  has  a  special  dress  code  for  its  pa¬ 
triarchs,  Metropolitans  and  the  rest  of  its  clergy  as  defined  in  chapter  nine  of 
this  Constitution.  Therefore,  if  an  individual  or  a  group  of  individuals  from 
the  clergy  decides  to  separate  and  join  an  alien  denomination,  they  will  have 
no  right  to  use  the  above-mentioned  dress  code  anymore. 
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CHAPTER  XIV  :  CLERGY  INHERITANCE 


Article  151  : 

The  Apostolic  see  of  the  Syrian  orthodox  church  of  Antioch  is  the  sole  heir 
of  all  properties  left  by  a  deceased  Patriarch,  be  it  movable  or  immovable. 
His  kindred  or  any  other  person  or  persons  shall  have  no  right  to  claim  any  of 
these  properties.  Any  claim  to  any  such  properties  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Article  152 

The  possessions  of  a  Metropolitan  must  be  identified  and  defined  at  the  time 
of  his  ordination.  A  Metropolitan  may  dispose  of  his  own  properties  only. 
He  may  not  dispose  of  the  properties  and  possessions  of  the  Archdiocese 
or  the  Archdiocese  headquarters.  Any  properties  acquired  shall  be  divided 
equally,  after  his  death,  between  the  Patriarchate  and  the  Archdiocese.  As 
for  the  Bishop  who  has  children,  the  movable  assets  shall  be  divided  equally 
between  his  children  and  the  Patriarchate.  Consideration  should  be  given  to 
this  item  if  the  will  of  the  deceased  is  in  contradiction. 

Article  153  : 

Before  his  ordination,  a  Metropolitan  shall  pledge,  by  signing  a  document 
certified  by  a  Notary  Public,  that  all  his  possessions  no  matter  where  they 
are,  will  be  the  property  of  the  Archdiocese  and  the  Patriarchate,  after  his 
death,  divided  equally.  No  one  under  any  circumstances  shall  have  the  right 
to  claim  any  of  his  properties  and  possessions.  There  shall  be  no  heir  to  him 
except  the  Church.  This  also  applies  to  retired  Metropolitans.  However,  any 
retired  Metropolitan  without  Archdiocese,  his  inheritance  shall  be  divided 
between  the  Patriarchate  and  the  monastery  he  studied  at,  or  lived  in,  as 
Bishop  or  Monk. 


Article  154  : 

If  a  monk  dies,  all  that  he  owns  shall  be  inherited  by  his  monastery  or  by  the 
honorable  Patriarchate. 


Article  155  : 

The  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  of  Antioch  owns  all  its  churches,  monasteries. 


113 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SYRIAC  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  OF  ANTIOCH 


right  to  permit  the  performance  of  marriage  ceremonies  during  the  fast  of  the 
Apostles  and  that  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  in  urgent  cases. 

Chapter  Thirteen 
Sunday  and  Holidays 


Article  150  : 

The  Lord’s  Day  (Sunday)  should  be  observed.  So  should  the  following  Lord’s 
Holidays:  Christmas,  Circumcision,  Epiphany,  Presentation  in  the  Temple  & 
Simon  the  Elder,  Annunciation,  Easter,  Ascension,  Transfiguration  and  that 
of  the  Cross.  Likewise,  holidays  of  the  Virgin  Lady  and  of  the  Saints  which 
the  church  decreed  should  be  observed.  Moreover,  the  Metropolitan  of  an 
Archdiocese  has  the  right  to  move  some  of  the  non-Lord’s  and  the  minor 
Lord’s  Holidays  to  other  convenient  days. 
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CHAPTER  XII  :  THE  SACRAMENT  OF  MATRIMONY 


Article  147 : 

a)  In  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church,  Matrimony  is  a  Holy  Sacrament 
and  a  lawful  bond  between  a  Syrian  Orthodox  man  and  woman.  It 
is  concluded  by  the  designated  Priest  who  blesses  the  wedding  in 
the  presence  of  righteous  Christian  witnesses. 

b)  The  Personal  Status  Code  of  the  Syrian  Orthodox  church  is  to  be 
implemented  in  cases  of  betrothal,  marriage,  conflicts  between 
couples,  and  all  matters  relating  to  alimonies,  separations,  mar¬ 
riage  annulments,  and  divorces. 

c)  Every  Archdiocese  must  have  a  Preliminary  Spiritual  Court  hea¬ 
ded  by  the  Metropolitan. 

d)  All  verdicts  rendered  by  the  Preliminary  Spiritual  Court  are  appeal 
able  to  the  Spiritual  Appeal  Court  convened  at  the  Patriarchal 
Headquarters. 

e)  H.H  the  Patriarch  nominates  the  members  of  the  Spiritual  Appeal 
Court.  It  will  be  headed  by  a  Metropolitan,  and  two  priests  as 
members. 

f)  All  verdicts  rendered  by  the  Preliminary  or  Appeal  Spiritual 
Courts  relating  to  divorce  or  annulment  are  not  executable  without 
the  consent  of  H.H  the  Patriarch. 

g)  H.H  the  Patriarch  has  the  right  to  repeal  the  unlawful  verdicts, 
or  verdicts  he  did  not  consent  to,  related  to  divorce  or  marriage 
annulment,  and  order  a  new  trial. 

h)  H.H  the  Patriarch  has  the  right  to  assign  an  inspector  to  examine 
irregularities  at  the  Preliminary  Spiritual  Courts  in  the  Archdioceses,  and 
the  Spiritual  Appeal  Court  at  the  Patriarchate. 

Article  148  : 

It  is  permitted  to  perform  a  wedding  if  one  of  the  two  parties  is  a  non-Syrian 
Orthodox  Christian. 


Article  149  : 

It  is  forbidden  to  perform  a  wedding  or  bless  a  matrimonial  ceremony  during 
the  fasts  of :  Christmas,  Nineva,  the  first  and  last  weeks  of  the  Great  Lent 
and  all  the  other  fasts.  However,  only  the  Archdiocese  Metropolitan  has  the 
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They  are:  Baptism,  Chrism  (Confirmation),  Repentance  and  Confession, 
Holy  Communion,  Priesthood,  Matrimony  and  Anointment  of  the  sick.  Me¬ 
tropolitans  and  priests  must  urge  believers  to  practice  these  Holy  Sacra¬ 
ments  and  encourage  them  to  exercise  the  Sacrament  of  Anointment  the  sick 
when  necessary. 
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CHAPTER  XI  :  PRAYER  AND  THE  SACRAMENTS 


Article  140 : 

Prayer  is  a  religious  duty  for  all  believers,  male  and  female,  in  the  morning 
and  evening.  One  station  of  prayer  includes  the  Trisagion  and  the  Lord’s 
Prayer.  Also,  prayer  is  usually  concluded  by  reciting  the  C  reed  ot  faith  and 
the  Angelic  Salutation.  Whereas,  Syriac  is  the  liturgical  language  in  the  Sy¬ 
rian  Antiochian  Church.  Local  language  in  conjunction  may  be  used. 

Article  141  : 

The  clergy,  with  all  their  different  ranks,  must  say  the  canonical  prayers  in¬ 
cluding  the  common  daily  prayer  in  the  morning  and  evening,  and  whoever 
neglects  this,  without  an  acceptable  excuse,  falls  into  iniquity. 

Article  142  : 

All  clergy  shall  submit  to  the  lawful  Sacrament  of  Confession  before  the 
legitimate  Priest. 


Article  143  : 

Adult  believers,  men  and  women,  should  confess  and  receive  the  Holy  Com¬ 
munion  at  least  twice  a  year.  This  is  also  required  from  the  Godparent,  at 
baptism,  and  from  couples  to  be  married  prior  to  the  wedding  ceremony. 

Article  144 : 

A  priest  is  permitted  to  perform  two  Masses  on  one  day,  at  the  same  church, 
on  the  same  altar  after  he  replaces  the  tablitho.  T  his  is  done  tor  the  sake  of 
the  growth  of  the  church. 


Article  145 : 

The  Archdiocese  Metropolitan  has  the  right  to  permit  the  believers  to  par¬ 
take  of  the  Holy  Sacraments  after  a  public  confession  and  the  receiving  of 
absolution,  provided  that  they  fast  at  least  three  hours  prior  to  receiving  the 
Communion. 


Article  146  : 

Among  the  graces  of  God  granted  to  the  church,  are  the  Seven  Sacraments. 
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CHAPTER  X  :  MONASTICISM 


Article  132  : 

The  monastic  vows  are:  celibacy  (chastity),  obedience  and  voluntary  po¬ 
verty.  All  pursuers  of  monastic  life,  from  both  genders,  must  be  bound  by. 

Article  133  : 

The  seeker  of  monasticism  must  have  good  conduct  and  reputation.  He  shall 
not  wear  the  monastic  habit  until  after  a  probation  period. 

Article  134  : 

No  one  under  the  age  of  twenty  shall  wear  the  monastic  habit. 

Article  135 : 

A  monk  who  is  a  beginner  shall  dress  according  to  the  code  in  Article  129 
of  this  Constitution. 


Article  136  : 

A  nun  wears  a  monastic  hood  and  a  habit  according  to  the  rules  of  her  loca¬ 
tion. 


Article  137 : 

H.  H.  the  Patriarch  is  the  Supreme  Head  of  all  monasteries  and  monastic 
centers  ol  both  genders.  He  is  the  one  who  appoints  and  dismisses  their 
abbots.  Moreover,  he  transfers  monks  and  nuns  from  one  monastery  to  ano¬ 
ther  and  from  one  center  to  another,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  monastery’s 
Abbott.  No  monastery  shall  be  established  without  permission  from  H.H  the 
Patriarch. 


Article  138 : 

No  monk  shall  travel  from  one  region  to  another  without  a  written  permis¬ 
sion  from  H.  H.  the  Patriarch. 


Article  139  : 

Every  monastery  or  monastic  order  has  its  own  internal  regulations,  appro¬ 
ved  by  H.  H.  the  Patriarch,  and  observed  by  all  who  will  join,  males  or 
females. 
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CHAPTER  IX  :  CLERICAL  VESTMENTS 


Article  125  : 

H.  H.  The  Patriarch  wears  purple  cloth  and  a  black  robe  with  purple  hems. 
He  also  wears  a  cross  and  two  icons  on  his  chest,  the  monastic  hood  and  the 
turban  on  his  head. 


Article  126  : 

The  Metropolitan  wears  purple  or  black  cloth  with  red  hems  and  buttons, 
and  a  black  robe  with  purple  hems.  He  also  wears  a  cross  and  one  icon  on 
his  chest,  the  monastic  hood  and  the  turban  on  his  head. 

Article  127 : 

a)  The  Archpriest  wears  a  violet  girdle,  a  black  robe  with  violet  hems,  a 
black  cloth  with  purple  buttons,  a  black  hat  and  a  black  skull-cap  on 
his  head. 

b)  If  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  awards  an  archpriest  (  by  a  recommendation 
from  his  Metropolitan  )  with  a  cross,  he  should  wear  it  only  when  he 
represents  the  Archdiocese  Metropolitan  at  official  functions,  and  on 
the  Lord’s  Holidays. 


Article  128 : 

The  Priest  wears  a  black  cloth  and  robe,  a  black  hat  or  a  black  skull-cap  on 
his  head. 


Article  129 : 

The  Monk  wears  a  black  cloth  and  robe,  a  monastic  hood  on  his  head  and  a 
black  hat.  If  awarded  a  cross  by  H.H,  he  shall  wear  it  only  on  official  occa¬ 
sions  and  Lord's  Holidays. 


Article  130  : 

No  one  is  allowed  to  alter  any  of  the  church  clerical  vestments  at  all. 

Article  131  : 

The  clergy  are  permitted  to  wear  special  attire  according  to  rules  and  cus¬ 
toms  of  the  clergy  in  the  country  they  serve  in.  However,  growing  beard  is 
necessary  for  clergy  in  general. 
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Likewise,  he  who  has  been  chastised  with  severe  ecclesiastical  punishments 
shall  not  be  promoted. 


Article  124 : 

If  a  cleric  from  another  church  joins  this  church,  he  is  not  to  be  elevated 
above  the  rank  he  holds  unless  approved  by  H.  H.  the  Patriarch. 
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Article  117 : 

In  case  of  death  of  a  priest,  the  Archdiocese  shall  provide  the  cost  of  living 
for  his  wife  and  his  under-age  children,  in  addition  to  privileges  stated  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  regulations  of  the  country  he  served  at. 


Article  IIS: 

If  a  priest  leaves  his  church  in  defiance  of  his  Metropolitan,  he  is  not  to  be 
accepted  in  another  church,,  and  he  shall  be  subject  to  ecclesiastic  discipli¬ 
nary  action.  If  he  persists  in  his  defiance  he  will  be  given  a  final  warning. 
If  he  still  does  not  comply.  His  Holiness  will  strip  him  of  Priesthood  at  the 
request  of  his  Metropolitan. 


Article  119: 

An  Archpriest  is  higher  in  rank  among  priests.  No  priest  is  elevated  to  the 
rank  of  an  Archpriest  without  a  request  from  the  Metropolitan  of  the  Ar¬ 
chdiocese  and  a  written  permission  from  H.  H.  the  Patriarch.  He  should  be 
an  ordained  priest  for  at  least  fifteen  years  with  no  blemish  or  severe  punish¬ 
ment  against  him.  There  shall  be  no  more  than  one  Archpriest  in  one  city. 


Article  120  : 

He  who  is  under  the  age  of  1 6,  may  not  be  ordained  as  Sub-deacon.  Likewi¬ 
se,  a  person  who  is  below  the  age  of  twenty  may  not  be  ordained  as  Deacon. 
To  be  ordained  as  Deacon,  one  must  have  gone  through  the  lower  ranks  of : 
Chanter,  Reader  and  Sub-deacon. 


Article  121  : 

No  one  is  to  be  ordained  Archdeacon  before  reaching  the  age  of  forty,  and 
known  for  his  good  conduct,  religious  knowledge,  and  church  rites.  There 
shall  be  one  Archdeacon  only  per  Archdiocese. 


Article  122  : 

No  Deaconess  is  ordained  as  Chanter  before  reaching  t  i f teen  years  ot  age. 


Article  123  : 

A  clergyman  who  strays  from  church  and  follows  another  denomination, 
then  later  repents  and  returns  to  its  bosom,  shall  not  be  promoted  above  the 
rank  which  he  had  at  the  time  of  his  stray  regardless  of  his  qualifications. 
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Article  110 : 

If  a  priest  acts  improperly  as  to  the  administration  of  any  of  the  church  mys¬ 
teries  or  by-laws,  or  demonstrates  misconduct,  then  his  Metropolitan  will 
have  the  right  to  suspend  and  discipline  him  according  to  ecclesiastical 
chastisement.  If  he  continues  his  deviation  to  the  point  of  causing  offenses 
within  the  church,  his  case  will  be  referred  to  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  who  shall 
assign  someone  to  investigate  him.  H.H  the  Patriarch  alone  has  the  right  to 
strip  him  from  priesthood  and  excommunicate  him. 

Article  111 : 

A  priest  shall  not  bless  a  believer  in  the  presence  of  prelates. 

Article  112  : 

A  priest  shall  not  be  transferred  from  one  Archdiocese  to  another,  except 
in  extreme  necessities,  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Metropolitans  of  both 
Archdioceses  and  the  consent  of  H.  H.  the  Patriarch. 

Article  113  : 

A  priest  shall  be  considered  retired  at  the  age  of  seventy  (70).  If  necessary, 
his  Metropolitan  may  extend  the  term  of  his  service  taking  into  considera¬ 
tion  the  civilian  local  laws. 


Article  114 : 

A  resigned  priest  shall  not  be  permitted  to  return  to  service  at  any  parish 
unless  approved  by  the  two  Metropolitans  and  confirmed  by  H.  H.  the  Pa¬ 
triarch. 


Article  115 : 

A  priest  who  is  retired  lawfully  for  reaching  retirement  age  can  serve  in  any 
parish  that  chooses  him  with  the  approval  of  its  Metropolitan  and  confirma¬ 
tion  of  His  Holiness  the  Patriarch. 

Article  116  : 

The  retired  priest  shall  receive  pension  according  to  the  rules  and  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  Archdiocese  he  served  and  retired  in,  and  the  country  he  lives  in. 
His  pension  from  the  Archdiocese  shall  be  stopped  if  he  serves  in  another 
Archdiocese. 
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CHAPTER  VIII  :  PRIESTS,  DEACONS  AND  THEIR  DUTIES 


Article  105  : 

To  be  ordained  a  Priest,  a  candidate  must  be  known  for  his  piety,  good 
conduct,  zeal  gentleness,  good  health,  and  blemishlessness.  He  must  have 
studied  the  Holy  Bible  along  with  its  commentaries,  completed  his  Theolo¬ 
gical  studies,  read  some  books  of  the  church  fathers  and  its  canonical  books 
and  by-laws,  learned  the  Syriac  language  and  the  language  of  the  country  in 
which  he  is  to  be  ordained,  learned  church  rites  with  sufficient  hymns,  and 
church  music.  Furthermore,  he  must  be  married  one  time  only. 


Article  106  : 

When  ordained,  a  priest  must  be  over  twenty  three  years  of  age. 


Article  107: 

A  priest  is  ordained  for  a  particular  church,  through  lawful  election,  devoting 
his  full-time  for  its  service.  Priests  beyond  the  needs  of  a  church  should  not 
be  ordained.  However  when  necessary,  it  is  permitted  to  ordain  a  part-time 
priest  according  to  prescribed  rules. 

Article  l OH : 

The  duty  of  the  Priest  is  to  minister  the  church  mysteries  with  piety  and  re¬ 
verence,  preach  to  the  believers,  visit  their  homes  teaching  Christian  princi¬ 
ples,  visit  the  sick,  reconcile  adversaries  and  guide  them  to  receive  the  Holy 
Sacraments.  He  is  to  seek  the  sheltered  poor  taking  care  of  them.  He  is  also 
to  observe  the  status  of  his  parish  especially  the  youth.  He  himself  should 
be  a  good  example  for  the  faithful. 


Article  109 : 

A  priest  is  not  to  conclude  a  contract  or  bless  a  marriage  ceremony  without 
first  obtaining  a  permit  from  the  Metropolitan  of  the  Archdiocese  after  sub¬ 
mitting  the  necessary  documents,  otherwise  he  shall  be  subject  to  ecclesiastic 
discipline.  Moreover,  a  priest  is  not  allowed  to  have  his  own  seal  or  official 
licenses  bearing  his  name  unless  authorized  to  do  so  by  his  Metropolitan, 
and  only  in  extreme  circumstances. 
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and  regulations,  and  passing  judgments  on  the  offenders,  be  they 
clerics  or  laity,  and  taking  disciplinary'  actions  against  them. 

Article  104 : 

a)  The  Matter  of  referral  of  H.H.  the  Patriarch  to  the  Holy  Synod  for 
investigation  shall  not  be  looked  into  unless  a  written  request  is 
submitted  by  2/3  of  Synod  members  to  three  of  most  senior  Metro¬ 
politans  who  are  members  of  the  Holy  Synod. 

b)  It  is  not  permitted  to  refer  H.H.  the  Patriarch  to  the  Holy  Synod  for 
impeachment,  unless  approved  by  two  thirds  of  the  Holy  Synod 
members. 

c)  If,  within  one  month,  the  Holy  Synod  fails  to  reach  its  decision. 
H.H.  the  Patriarch  will  be  considered  innocent  according  to  the 
laws,  without  further  need  for  a  decision  in  that  regard. 

d)  The  Holy  Synod  shall  pass  its  judgment  on  the  Patriarch,  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  Church  rules  and  laws,  by  a  two  thirds  majority 
of  the  attending  members.  If  the  Patriarch  is  found  guilty  and  is 
relieved  from  his  position,  then  the  Apostolic  See  will  be  declared 
vacant.  In  such  a  case,  the  specific  Articles  relating  to  the  election 
of  a  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens,  and  the  election  of  a  new  Patriarch 
will  be  implemented  in  accordance  with  this  Constitution. 
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CHAPTER  VII  :  THE  HOLY  SYNOD 


Article  98  : 

The  Holy  Synod  is  headed  by  H.H.  the  Patriarch.  It  consists  of  all  Metropo¬ 
litans  of  the  Antiochian  Archdioceses  of  the  Apostolic  See,  the  Patriarchal 
Vicars  of  the  Metropolitan  rank  as  well  as  the  Patriarchal  Assistant. 

Article  99  : 

The  Holy  Synod  convenes,  by  an  invitation  of  its  president  H.H.  the  Pa¬ 
triarch,  ever)'  two  years,  and  whenever  deemed  necessary.  However,  it  H.  H. 
the  Patriarch,  under  normal  circumstances,  fails  to  invite  the  Synod  to  three 
consecutive  sessions,  the  Holy  Synod  then  has  the  right  to  meet,  headed  by 
the  most  senior  Metropolitan  in  ordination. 

Article  100 : 

When  deemed  necessary,  H.H.  the  Patriarch  calls  for  a  General  Synod,  hea¬ 
ded  by  His  Holiness,  where  all  members  of  both  Synods  of  Damascus  and 
India,  including  His  Beatitude  the  Catholicos  will  attend  under  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  H.H.  the  Patriarch. 


Article  101 : 

Any  Metropolitan  who  fails  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Holy  Synod  wi¬ 
thout  a  valid  excuse  will  receive  a  warning  from  the  latter.  If  his  absence  is 
repeated  appropriate  measures  will  be  taken  against  him. 

Article  102  : 

The  Synod  is  considered  in  a  lawful  quorum  if  attended  by  two  thirds  of  its 
members.  Its  decisions  will  be  considered  enforceable  when  voted  for  by 
the  majority. 


Article  103  : 

The  Holy  Synod  has  the  following  functions: 

a)  Election  and  induction  of  H.  H.  the  Patriarch. 

b)  Approval  of  a  Patriarch’s  nominee  for  the  Episcopal  rank. 

c)  Investigation  and  impeachment  of  H.H.  the  Patriarch  and  the  Me¬ 
tropolitans. 

d)  Looking  into  religious  heresies  and  violations  of  church  traditions 
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c)  He  reviews  the  status  of  the  Archdiocese,  visits  the  faithful,  and 
performs  spiritual  services. 

d)  He  grants  all  certificates  issued  by  the  Patriarchal  Vicariate  in  Da¬ 
mascus. 

e)  He  keeps  all  records  pertaining  to  the  Archdiocese. 

f)  His  pastoral  name  is  mentioned  after  the  name  of  H.H.  the  Patriarch 
in  the  Patriarchal  churches  of  the  Damascus  Archdiocese.  He  also 
sits  at  the  right  side  of  the  Holy  Altar. 

g)  All  decisions  taken  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  the  Patriarchal  Ar¬ 
chdiocese  in  Damascus  are  subject  to  H.H  approval. 
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CHAPTER  VI  :  THE  PATRIARCHAL  ASSISTANT  AND 
THE  PATRIARCHAL  VICAR  AT  THE  HEADQUARTERS  OF 
THE  ANTIOCHIAN  APOSTOLIC  SEE 


Article  95  : 

The  Patriarchal  Assistant  and  the  Patriarchal  Vicar  of  Damascus  are  appoin¬ 
ted  through  nomination  by  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  and  the  consent  of  the  Holy 
Synod.  Their  rank  shall  be  that  of  a  Metropolitan,  and  their  privileges  are  the 
same  as  those  of  the  active  Metropolitans. 


Article  96  : 

The  Patriarchal  Assistant’s  functions  shall  include  the  following: 

a)  He  presides  over  the  Spiritual  Court  of  Appeals.  His  Holiness  the 
Patriarch  may  vest  this  responsibility  to  other  Metropolitan  whe¬ 
never  he  wants.  The  president  of  the  Spiritual  Court  of  Appeals 
must  inform  H.  H.  about  each  case,  and  no  decision  shall  be  taken 
without  his  approval. 

b)  He  Supervises  the  Patriarchal  Secretariat  in  addition  to  its  financial, 
organizational  and  internal  affairs. 

c)  Whenever  necessary,  he  is  delegated  by  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  to  over¬ 
see  the  affairs  of  Patriarchal  Vicariates  and  churches  that  are  direct¬ 
ly  administrated  by  H.  H.  the  Patriarch,  or  any  other  Archdiocese. 

d)  His  name  is  mentioned  after  that  of  the  Patriarchal  Vicar  in  the 
churches  of  the  Damascus  Patriarchal  Archdiocese.  He  sits  directly 
to  the  left  of  H.  H.  the  Patriarch. 

e)  In  general,  he  executes  missions  and  duties  assigned  to  him  by  H.H 
the  Patriarch  and  under  his  supervision. 

f)  He  certifies,  in  the  name  of  the  Patriarch,  all  certificates  dispatched 
by  the  Archdioceses. 


Article  97 : 

The  Patriarchal  Vicar's  function  in  Damascus  includes  the  following: 

a)  He  presides  over  the  Preliminary  Spiritual  Court  in  Damascus. 

b)  He  forms  the  Board  of  Trustees  in  the  Patriarchal  Archdiocese  un¬ 
der  the  direct  supervision  of  H.H  the  Patriarch,  and  heads  it  on  be¬ 
half  of  H.H  the  Patriarch. 
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Article  90  : 

A  candidate  to  be  ordained  as  Metropolitan  must  be  at  least  thirty  years 
old. 


Article  91  : 

If  an  Archdiocese  was  unable  to  elect  a  Metropolitan,  within  six  months 
after  the  seat  became  vacant  and  after  H.H  the  Patriarch  has  beforehand 
nominated  more  than  one  candidate,  then,  H.H.  the  Patriarch  and  the  Holy 
Synod  have  the  right  to  choose  and  ordain  a  Metropolitan  for  that  Archdio¬ 
cese,  according  to  the  legal  procedures  of  this  Constitution. 

Article  92  : 

If  the  new  Metropolitan  does  not  join  his  new  Archdiocese  within  a  period  of 
three  months  from  the  date  of  his  appointment  without  a  lawful  excuse,  the 
Holy  Synod  will  then  review  his  case. 

Article  93  : 

H.  H.  the  Patriarch  shall  appoint  the  Patriarchal  Assistant  and  the  Patriar¬ 
chal  Vicars  to  the  Patriarchal  Headquarters  or  to  vacant  Archdioceses.  When 
necessary,  he  shall  ordain  one  of  them  a  Metropolitan,  after  obtaining  the 
approval  of  the  Holy  Synod. 


Article  94 : 

The  new  Metropolitan  should  correspond  with  all  the  Metropolitans  to  ask 
for  the  oath  of  fellowship. 
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is  to  be  submitted  to  H.H.  the  Patriarch.  Thereafter,  His  Holiness,  within  a 
week  from  receiving  the  report,  shall  write  to  the  Metropolitans  asking  for 
their  opinion. 


Article  84 : 

When  an  Archdiocese  becomes  vacant,  H.H.  the  Patriarch  shall  immediately 
appoint  a  Patriarchal  Envoy  to  run  its  affairs. 

Article  85  : 

The  Patriarchal  Envoy  must  not  leave  the  Archdiocese  without  the  permis¬ 
sion  of  H.  H  the  Patriarch,  and  for  a  very  short  period  of  time  only.  He  shall 
have  no  right  to  change  anything  in  the  Archdiocese;  neither  to  replace  or 
promote  employees,  nor  appoint  a  clergyman  to  the  Archdiocese  or  meddle 
with  its  possessions.  He  should  rather  accurately  manage  its  accounts  regar¬ 
ding  the  income  and  expenses  which  he  will  relinquish  to  the  new  Metro¬ 
politan. 


Article  86  : 

A  Metropolitan  is  chosen  from  among  monk-priest  and  is  nominated  by  H. 
H.  the  Patriarch.  He  is  elected  by  the  majority  of  the  clergy  and  the  faithful 
of  the  Archdiocese  for  which  he  is  nominated  for.  However,  if  it  is  not  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  faithful  to  do  so,  then  the  Archdiocese  clergy.  Boards  of  Trus¬ 
tees,  church  institutions  and  active  committees  will  elect  him,  and  submit  his 
name  to  H.H.  the  Patriarch,  who  in  turn  must  consult  with  members  of  the 
Holy  Synod.  If  he  receives  the  majority  of  their  votes,  he  then  ordains  him. 
The  Metropolitans  will  then  exchange  with  him  the  oath  of  fellowship. 
Article  87.  If  the  elected  candidate  is  a  w  idowed  priest  he  shall  be  ordained 
as  Bishop. 


Article  88  : 

A  Metropolitan  is  chosen  from  among  priest-monks  and  known  for  his  vir¬ 
tuous  conduct.  He  should  be  qualified  and  has  studied  Theology  and  the  Sy¬ 
riac  language.  He  should  also  be  known  for  his  adherence  to  the  true  faith. 

Article  89 : 

Metropolitans,  who  do  not  have  their  own  Archdiocese,  may  be  nominated 
for  vacant  Archdioceses. 


/<2L> 
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CHAPTER  V  :  ELECTION  OF  THE  METROPOLITAN 


Article  78  : 

An  archdiocese  is  considered  vacant  in  the  following  cases: 

a)  Death. 

b)  Resignation,  removal  or  retirement. 

c)  Permanent  physical  obstacles. 

Article  79  : 

In  the  case  of  death,  the  priests  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  inform  H. 
H.  the  Patriarch  and  the  civil  authorities.  They  shall  also  seal  the  deceased’s 
legacy  with  “red  wax”  and  prepare  a  signed  record  of  it. 

Article  80 : 

In  the  case  of  resignation  or  retirement,  the  Archdiocese  Metropolitan  sub¬ 
mits  a  written  statement  to  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  to  be  studied  by  the  Holy 
Synod. 


A  rtic/e  81 : 

In  case  of  permanent  physical  obstacles,  the  Archdiocese  Metropolitan  shall 
submit  a  letter  of  resignation  to  H.  H.  the  Patriarch,  signed  by  the  clergy 
and  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  the  report  shall  be  sent  to  the  Holy  Synod  for 
assessment.  In  case  he  declines  to  render  his  resignation,  H.H  the  Patriarch 
shall  have  the  right  to  resort  to  legal  procedures  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

Article  82  : 

In  case  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  is  informed  of  a  death,  he  notifies  all  the  Metro¬ 
politans  of  the  Antiochian  See.  Then  H.H  the  Patriarch  or  a  representative 
designated  by  him,  will  depart  with  a  group  of  Metropolitans  to  that  Ar¬ 
chdiocese  to  perform  the  funeral  service  for  the  late  Metropolitan. 

Article  83  : 

In  the  case  of  resignation  and  permanent  obstacles,  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  shall 
send  a  delegation,  led  by  a  Metropolitan,  to  investigate  and  urge  him  to 
withdraw  his  resignation.  The  delegation  shall  also  confirm  the  presence  of 
permanent  obstacles  as  established  by  three  specialists,  and  a  written  report 
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Article  77: 

The  Metropolitan  starts  a  letter  addressed  to  H.H.  the  Patriarch  with  this  ex¬ 
pression:  “I  kiss  your  right  hand  and  ends  it  with  the  expression:  “your 
spiritual  son 
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brothers  the  Metropolitans  in  his  prayers. 

b)  He  fulfills  the  wishes  of  H.  H.  the  Patriarch,  and  cooperates  with 
his  brethren  the  Metropolitans  within  his  abilities  for  the  benefit  of 
the  holy  church. 

c)  He  must  attend  the  regular  and  special  sessions  of  the  Holy  Synod. 
He  is  required  to  have  a  legal  excuse,  if  absent. 

d)  He  seeks  the  Patriarch’s  permission  to  travel  to  the  Patriarchal  Cen¬ 
ter,  and  to  any  Archdiocese  outside  his  jurisdiction,  provided  that 
he  notifies  its  Metropolitan  upon  his  arrival. 

e)  He  shall  not  negotiate  with  heads  of  other  churches,  or  other  re¬ 
ligions  religious  institutions  in  church  or  spiritual  matters  unless 
permitted  by  H.H.  the  Patriarch. 

f)  He  shall  not  lend,  borrow,  sponsor,  or  put  in  trust  or  lease  the  pro¬ 
perties  of  the  Archdiocese,  or  those  of  the  churches,  associations 
and  charitable  institutions,  without  the  consent  of  the  local  Board 
of  Trustees  and  H.H  the  Patriarch. 

g)  He  shall  not  exchange,  mortgage  or  sell  any  of  the  properties  of  the 
Archdiocese,  or  churches,  associations,  and  charitable  institutions 
without  the  consent  of  the  local  Board  of  Trustees  and  H.H  the  Pa¬ 
triarch. 


Article  76  : 

The  Metropolitan  undertakes  the  following  matters: 

a)  He  continuously  visits  the  members  of  his  Archdiocese. 

b)  He  supervises  the  census  and  the  records  of  the  members  of  his 
Archdiocese  in  an  official  registry. 

c)  He  works  to  establish  churches,  to  start  Syriac  schools,  centers  for 
religious  training  and  other  church  organizations  in  his  Archdio¬ 
cese,  and  helps  them  grow. 

d)  Trains  those  he  chooses  to  join  the  Sacred  Priesthood,  to  exercise 
the  customs,  spiritual  activities  and  the  duties  of  the  Priesthood. 

e)  He  maintains  a  special  record  for  the  clergymen  in  his  Archdio¬ 
cese,  containing  all  information  pertaining  to  each  one  of  them. 

0  He  submits  to  the  Patriarch,  prior  to  the  convening  of  the  Holy  Sy¬ 
nod’s  regular  session,  a  detailed  written  report  about  his  Archdio¬ 
cese. 
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chdiocese  he  must  dispatch  a  written  report  to  H.H  the  Patriarch 
detailing  his  mission. 


Article  71  : 

It  is  unlawful  for  a  Metropolitan  to  designate  his  successor,  under  any  cir¬ 
cumstances.  However,  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  and  the  Holy  Synod  can  appoint 
an  assistant  to  him  if  need  be.  However,  it  will  be  proper  to  obtain  his  ap¬ 
proval. 

Article  72 

a)  Any  Metropolitan  who  accepts  bribes  for  any  action  he  performs, 
will  be  suspended  for  a  period  no  less  than  two  months,  by  a  Pa¬ 
triarchal  decision.  Such  actions  in  question  will  be  considered  ab¬ 
solutely  invalid.  The  whole  matter  will  then  be  referred  to  the  Holy 
Synod. 

b)  Any  Metropolitan  who  demises  the  moral  and  ethical  reputation  of 
the  church,  or  affects  its  finances  for  personal  gains,  shall  be  sus¬ 
pended  by  Patriarchal  decision  and  referred  to  the  Holy  Synod  for 
trial. 


Article  73  : 

The  Metropolitan  shall  sign  a  document  certified  by  a  notary  public  or  any 
other  official  institution  specialized  in  legalized  documents,  in  which  he 
shall  declare  that  all  his  possessions  of  movable  or  immovable  funds,  whe¬ 
rever  they  are,  will  be  divided  between  his  Archdiocese  and  the  Patriarchate 
after  his  death.  No  one  shall  have  the  right  to  claim  anything  as  the  church 
is  his  only  heir. 


Article  74  : 

In  an  Archdiocese,  a  Metropolitan  is  accountable  to  H.H.  the  Patriarch  and 
the  Holy  Synod  for  his  transgressions  against  the  Church  Constitution,  and 
against  the  implementation  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Antiochian  1  loly  Synod. 
Moreover,  he  is  responsible  for  all  religious  publications  originating  from 
his  Archdiocese. 


Article  75  : 

a)  The  Metropolitan  shall  hold  in  remembrance  the  primacy  of  H.  11. 
the  Patriarch  during  the  Holy  Eucharist.  He  shall  also  remember  his 
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Article  65 : 

The  Metropolitan  shall  strive  to  continuously  pray,  fast,  preach,  guide,  and 
give  alms.  Also  to  be  a  good  example  to  the  clergy  and  believers,  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  Church. 


Article  66  : 

Every  Metropolitan  shall  have  Parish  Councils  or  Boards  of  Directors  over 
which  he  presides,  or  headed  by  his  representatives  in  his  absence,  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  Unified  By-laws  of  the  Boards  of  Trustees  with  consideration 
to  local  civil  laws. 


Article  67  : 

Every  Metropolitan  shall  have  a  clergy  council,  presided  by  him,  to  look 
into  the  spiritual  matters  of  the  Archdiocese. 

Article  68  : 

Every  Metropolitan  shall  keep  at  his  headquarters  all  books,  registers,  wa¬ 
res,  all  possessions,  property  deeds  and  gifts  records  that  belong  to  the  Ar¬ 
chdiocese  according  to  official  .registry,  a  copy  of  which  shall  be  dispatched 
to  H.H  the  Patriarch. 


Article  69  : 

A  Metropolitan  shall  not  accept  a  monk  without  the  consent  of  the  latter’s 
spiritual  superior,  or  a  priest  without  the  consent  of  the  head  of  his  Archdio¬ 
cese. 

Article  70  : 

a)  A  Metropolitan  shall  have  no  right  to  interfere  in  an  Archdiocese 
that  does  not  belong  to  him.  Moreover,  he  is  not  allowed  to  perform 
church  services  in  it  unless  permitted  by  the  head  of  that  Archdio¬ 
cese  and  with  his  consent.  Also,  if  he  performs  any  ordinations  the¬ 
re,  they  are  considered  void,  and  the  matter  will  be  referred  to  H.  H. 
the  Patriarch. 

b)  When  a  Metropolitan  travels  outside  his  Archdiocese  to  participa¬ 
te  in  public  meetings,  local,  or  regional,  or  international,  he  must 
obtain  permission  from  H.H  the  Patriarch.  Upon  return  to  his  Ar- 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SYRIAC  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  OF  ANTIOCH 


Patriarch  shall  investigate  and  study  the  matter  intensely,  and  if 
necessary,  dispatches  a  committee  of  Metropolitans  to  investigate. 
If  the  complaint  is  validated,  H.H  the  Patriarch  will  summon  the 
accused  Metropolitan  in  order  to  he  himself  investigate  and  sus¬ 
pend,  then  counsel.  If  the  accused  reverses  course  and  shows  his 
readiness  to  repent  and  obey,  H.H  the  Patriarch  shall  discipline  him 
before  sending  him  back  to  his  Archdiocese. 

b)  If  the  accused  sticks  to  his  position,  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  will  conve¬ 
ne  the  Holy  Synod  for  trial  and  punishment. 

c)  H.H  the  Patriarch  and  the  Holy  Synod  have  the  right  to  review  the 
case  if  the  accused  repents. 

Article  60  : 

If  a  Metropolitan  punishes  one  of  his  priests  with  ecclesiastic  chastisements, 
he  notifies  H.  H.  the  Patriarch,  detailing  the  causes  which  required  the  ac¬ 
tion. 


Article  61  : 

The  affidavit  of  any  priest  or  deacon  who  complains  against  his  bishop  who 
punished  him  earlier  for  his  transgressing  behavior,  is  rejected. 

Article  62  : 

When  Metropolitans  visit  a  church,  they  shall  sit  in  the  order  of  their  ordi¬ 
nation  seniority.  Such  is  the  case  also  in  the  Holy  Synod.  A  Metropolitan  is 
ahead  of  a  bishop  in  all  situations,  even  if  the  bishop  is  more  senior  in  ordi¬ 
nation  except  at  his  own  Archdiocese. 

Article  63  : 

A  Metropolitan  shall  be  in  charge  of  only  one  Archdiocese.  But  it  is  within 
the  rights  of  the  Holy  Synod,  or  H.  H.  the  Patriarch,  to  assign  him  tempora¬ 
rily  over  another  Archdiocese  when  necessary. 

Article  64  : 

If  a  Metropolitan  is  lawfully  transferred  to  another  Archdiocese,  then  all  that 
he  has  acquired  through  his  service  in  his  first  Archdiocese  belongs  to  him. 


91 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SYRIAC  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  OF  ANTIOCH 


next  fiscal  year.  This  budget  shall  be  considered  as  official  and  final 
after  being  approved  by  the  Metropolitan.  A  copy  of  such  budget 
will  be  sent  to  H.H  the  Patriarch. 

c)  Dues  mentioned  in  the  budget  as  expenses  for  the  Metropolitan  to 
guarantee  his  proper  standard  of  living  including  his  welfare  and 
his  respected  appearance  worthy  of  the  Archdiocese’s  dignity  are  to 
be  considered  his  Right  whether  he  spends  part  or  all  of  them.  He 
also  has  the  right  to  keep  them  for  himself  or  give  them  back  to  the 
Archdiocesan  treasury. 

d)  In  case  the  Metropolitan  deposits  Archdiocesan  funds  in  banks,  the 
Metropolitan  must  provide  H.H  the  Patriarch  with  bank  name  and 
account  number. 

e)  The  Metropolitan  has  no  right  to  sell,  put  leans,  or  mortgage  part 
or  all  of  Archdiocesan  endowments,  unless  approval  from  H.H  the 
Patriarch  is  obtained  first  after  a  detailed  study  fully  explaining  in 
writing  the  reasons  justifying  such  action. 

Article  56  : 

The  Metropolitan  will  be  vigilant  in  choosing  the  best  priests  whom  he  or-  • 
dains,  according  to  church  rules  and  traditions  after  obtaining  approval  from 
H.H.  the  Patriarch. 


Article  57 

The  Metropolitan  has  the  right  to  submit  his  resignation  to  H.  H.  the  Pa¬ 
triarch,  or  to  retire  at  the  age  of  Seventy.  However,  his  retirement  is  manda¬ 
tory  at  the  age  of  Seventy  Five.  H.H  the  Patriarch  has  the  right  to  extend  the 
term  of  his  service  if  necessary. 


Article  58 

If  a  Metropolitan  becomes  too  old  to  run  ,  or  incapable  of  running  his  ar¬ 
chdiocese  for  any  reason,  or  if  he  resigns  or  retires,  the  Archdiocese  which 
he  served  shall  provide  for  his  living  honorably.  The  location  of  his  resi¬ 
dence  however,  is  decided  by  H.H.  The  Patriarch. 

Article  59  : 

a)  If  a  complaint  is  filed  against  a  Metropolitan  in  matters  concerning 
the  Church’s  faith,  canons,  by-laws,  or  its  traditions,  H.  H.  the 
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Article  51  : 

Each  Archdiocese  shall  give  its  Metropolitan  all  his  pastoral  dues  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  its  established  customs. 

Article  52  : 

When  a  Metropolitan  visits  another  church,  in  the  presence  or  absence  of  its 
own  Metropolitan,  his  name  is  to  be  proclaimed  after  the  name  of  the  Ar¬ 
chdiocese  Metropolitan  during  the  Holy  Liturgy  and  canonical  prayers. 

Article  53  : 

No  one  shall  build  or  renew  a  church,  or  an  Altar  in  a  church,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Archdiocese's  Metropolitan. 

Article  54  : 

The  Administrative  and  Financial  Body  in  the  Archdiocese,  supervised  by 
the  Metropolitan,  shall  organize  the  following  records  and  registries  : 

1 .  Official  registry  (signed  and  sealed  by  the  archdiocese  seal)  bearing 
records  on  baptisms,  engagements,  weddings,  deaths,  wills,  pro¬ 
perty  titles  and  all  contracts  and  deeds,  legacy  records  and  spiritual 
decrees. 

2.  Registry  and  financial  records  for  all  Archdiocesan  assets,  its  in¬ 
come  and  expenses,  according  to  official  book  keeping  standards. 

3.  All  churches  throughout  Archdiocese  shall  have  the  same  registry 
and  records  under  the  supervision  of  the  church's  priest  and  his  res¬ 
ponsibility. 


Article  55  : 

a)  The  Archdiocesan  Body  ,  supervised  by  the  Metropolitan,  shall  pre¬ 
pare  a  projected  budget  in  which  all  income  including  all  pastoral 
dues  from  churches  belonging  to  the  Archdiocese  are  mentioned. 
The  expected  expenses,  including  those  for  Archdiocesan  projects 
will  also  be  mentioned.  It  shall  be  considered  legal  and  official  after 
the  approval  of  the  Metropolitan.  A  copy  of  such  budget  shall  be 
sent  to  H.H  the  Patriarch  for  information. 

b)  At  the  end  of  every  fiscal  year,  a  budget  should  be  prepared  showing 
all  incoming  funds  and  specifying  expenses  according  to  budget 
boundaries  showing  proper  spending  and  available  funds  for  the 
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CHAPTER  IV  :  THE  METROPOLITAN 


Article  50 : 

a)  The  Metropolitan  presides  over  and  administers  the  Archdiocese. 
He  ordains  its  priests  and  deacons,  consecrates  its  altars,  temples 
and  the  Tebleethos.  He  also  consecrates  the  Holy  Oil  for  Baptism 
and  for  anointing  the  Sick.  He  also  manages  its  spiritual,  adminis¬ 
trative,  and  financial  affairs.  Moreover,  he  is  in  charge  of  all  its 
endowments  and  premises. 

b)  He  presides  over  Parish  Councils  of  the  Archdiocese  that  are  for¬ 
med  according  to  their  own  bylaws.  He  works  on  establishing  re¬ 
ligious,  charitable,  social,  cultural,  and  educational  organizations 
and  institutions.  He  welcomes  efforts  of  parishioners  working  to 
implement  the  church’s  mission.  He  cooperates  with  whom  he  sees 
fit  to  establish  the  bylaws  that  shall  be  considered  executable  fol¬ 
lowing  the  approval  of  H.H  the  Patriarch. 

c)  He  takes  into  consideration  the  unification  of  local  bylaws  in  the 
same  region  or  same  country. 

d)  He  presides  over  the  Preliminary  Spiritual  Court  in  his  Archdiocese. 
He  can  hire  one  or  more  legal  consultant  to  give  him  legal  advice. 
Verdicts  rendered  by  the  Preliminary  Spiritual  Court  are  subject  to 
be  appealed  at  the  Patriarchal  Spiritual  Appeal  Court.  No  divorce 
or  marriage  annulment  verdict  will  be  considered  executable  unless 
it  is  lawfully,  positively,  and  undoubtedly  proven,  and  approved  by 
H.H  the  Patriarch. 

e)  In  special  and  urgent  cases,  he  can  transfer  priests  from  one  church 
to  another  within  his  Archdiocese.  He  can  also  discipline  any  offen¬ 
ding  priest  with  behavioral  punishments. 

f)  He  supervises  the  activities  of  the  charitable  organizations  and  the 
clubs  belonging  to  his  Archdiocese. 

g)  He  requires  from  every  priest  in  his  Archdiocese  to  submit  an  an¬ 
nual  written  report  on  all  activities  of  his  parish,  including  proper 
reports  on  births,  baptisms,  marriages  and  deaths.  He  shall  send  a 
copy  of  such  report  to  H.H  the  Patriarch. 

h)  All  of  his  activities  are  subject  to  the  supervision  of  H.H  the  Pa¬ 
triarch. 
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Article  49 : 

a)  At  the  start  of  every  fiscal  year  the  Patriarchal  Body  supervised 
by  the  Patriarchal  Assistant  shall  prepare  a  projected  budget  for 
expected  income  and  expenses.  It  shall  be  considered  as  executable 
budget  following  the  approval  of  H.H  the  Patriarch. 

b)  At  the  start  of  every  year  an  account  shall  be  prepared  to  record 
the  income  and  expenses  in  accordance  with  the  budget  bounda¬ 
ries.  Expenses  should  clearly  specify  the  available  funds  for  the 
upcoming  year.  Budget  shall  be  considered  final  and  executable 
following  the  approval  of  H.H  the  Patriarch. 
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Elect).  All  the  prelates  will  join  in  the  celebration.  During  the  Holy  Liturgy, 
the  inauguration  of  the  elected  Patriarch  will  be  conducted  in  accordance 
with  the  Syrian  Antiochian  Rite. 

Article  44 : 

H.  H.  the  new  Patriarch,  shall  take  procession  of  the  legacy  (inheritance)  of 
his  predecessor  from  the  committee  which  recorded  the  legacy,  and  a  formal 
record  must  be  kept  of  the  proceedings. 

Article  45 : 

The  Patriarchal  See  must  not  be  left  vacant  more  than  Thirty  days,  except  in 
extreme  circumstances. 


Article  46  : 

If  H.H.  the  Patriarch  wishes  to  submit  his  resignation,  he  will  call  for  a  mee¬ 
ting  attended  by  His  Beatitude  the  legitimate  Catholicos,  their  eminences  the 
Archdioceses  Metropolitans,  the  Patriarchal  Assistant,  and  the  Patriarchal 
Vicars  and  will  render  his  resignation  in  writing,  explaining  his  obligatory 
reasons. 

If  H.H.  the  Patriarch  insists  upon  his  resignation  and  the  above  attendees  fail 
to  convince  him  otherwise,  or  in  case  of  existing  permanent  physical  obsta¬ 
cles,  a  majority  of  two  thirds  vote  to  approve  his  relief,  will  be  taken.  The 
Antiochian  Patriarchal  See  will  thereby,  be  considered  vacant.  A  new  Pa¬ 
triarch  will  then  be  elected  according  to  Articles  stated  in  this  constitution. 

Article  47 : 

In  case  the  resignation  of  H.H  the  Patriarch  is  accepted,  the  Holy  Synod  will 
provide  a  suitable  place  for  his  spiritual  and  physical  habitation.  His  living 
expenses  and  healthcare  will  be  properly  provided  for.  His  name  will  also  be 
mentioned  in  prayers  throughout  all  Syrian  Orthodox  Churches  worldwide, 
following  the  name  of  the  new  Patriarch. 

Article  48  : 

The  Patriarchal  administrative  and  financial  Body,  supervised  by  the  Pa¬ 
triarchal  Assistant,  will  organize  registry  and  monitory  records  in  which  all 
Patriarchal  assets,  income,  and  expenses  are  registered  according  to  official 
book  keeping  standards.  The  officials  in  all  monasteries  and  institutions  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Patriarchate  will  also  apply  the  same  procedure. 
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corded  obedience  and  reverence.  Afterwards,  the  committee  supervising  the 
election  prepares  a  record,  signed  and  stamped  by  the  voting  Metropolitans. 
The  presiding  officer  then  announces  the  name  of  the  Patriarch-Elect  to  the 
crowd  of  faithful  by  ringing  the  church  bells  and  conducting  a  thanksgiving 
prayer.  The  Patriarch-Elect  concludes  the  prayer  by  giving  his  blessings. 

Article  39  : 

If  the  prelate-elect  refuses  to  accept  the  Patriarchate,  the  election  will  be 
repeated  once  again.  Likewise,  if  the  votes  were  split  equally  among  two 
or  more,  the  election  will  be  repeated  one  more  time.  If  the  votes  were  split 
equal  again,  the  prelates  will  resort  to  another  way  of  voting.  The  Metropo¬ 
litans  shall  never  leave  the  church  until  the  election  is  completed. 

Article  40 

If  the  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens  is  the  Patriarch-Elect,  His  Beatitude  the 
Catholicos  is  the  one  to  ask  him  if  he  accepts  the  election  result,  otherwise 
the  most  senior  Metropolitan  in  ordination. 

A  rticle  41 : 

Before  his  inauguration,  the  Patriarch-Elect  must  agree,  in  a  statement  at¬ 
tested  to  in  the  presence  of  a  notary-public,  that  all  that  he  owns,  such  as 
liquid  and  fixed  assets  wherever  they  are,  will  be  the  sole  property  of  the 
Patriarchal  See  after  his  death,  and  that  nobody  shall  have  the  right  to  claim 
any  of  it  ever. 


A  rticle  42  : 

The  Holy  Synod  will  designate  the  nearest  holiday,  or  Sunday,  following 
the  Fortieth  day  memorial  prayer  for  the  departing  Patriarch,  to  conduct  the 
inauguration  ceremonies  for  the  new  Patriarch.  The  Archdioceses  will  be 
notified  to  attend  the  inauguration  celebration.  Likewise,  the  local  civilian 
authorities  and  heads  of  the  other  religious  denominations  will  be  infor¬ 
med. 


Article  43  : 

If  present.  His  Beatitude  the  Catholicos  shall  celebrate  the  Holy  Eucharist, 
otherwise  ,  the  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens,  or  the  most  senior  Metropolitan 
in  ordination  (in  case  the  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens  is  himself  the  Patriarch- 
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Article  35 : 

No  one  below  the  age  of  forty  years  shall  be  elected  as  Patriarch. 

Article  36  : 

The  following  shall  participate  in  the  election  of  the  new  Patriarch  : 

1.  His  Beatitude  the  Catholicos,  the  Metropolitan  of  the  Knanaya 
Archdiocese,  the  Metropolitans  of  the  churches  of  the  Antiochian 
Apostolic  See  in  India,  and  the  Metropolitan  of  North  America  of 
the  Malankara  Archdiocese.  All  above  shall  elect  but  may  not  be 
elected. 

2.  Their  Eminence  the  Archdioceses  Metropolitans,  the  Metropolitan 
Patriarchal  Assistant,  and  the  Metropolitans  Patriarchal  Vicars  who 
are  appointed  to  archdioceses. 

Article  37 : 

The  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens  will  hold  a  closed  meeting  in  the  Patriarchal 
Cathedral,  presided  by  His  Beatitude  the  Catholicos,  if  present,  and  attended 
by  the  Metropolitans  who  are  members  of  the  Holy  Synod.  After  the  reading 
of  a  station  from  the  Pentecostal  Rite,  and  invoking  the  Holy  Spirit;  a  se¬ 
cret  election  is  conducted  using  ballots  bearing,  in  the  Syriac  language,  the 
names  of  the  venerable  prelates  who  meet  the  nomination  conditions.  The 
voter  takes  a  ballot  from  the  presiding  officer  and  after  signing  he  ascends  to 
the  steps  of  the  Holy  Altar,  and  marks  clearly,  with  a  red  pen,  the  sign  of  the 
cross  next  to  the  name  of  his  choice.  Then  he  places  the  ballot  in  the  chalice 
placed  on  the  life-giving  Altar.  Later,  the  presiding  officer,  accompanied  by 
the  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens  and  two  of  the  most  senior  Metropolitans  in 
ordination,  count  the  number  of  the  election  ballots.  Then,  they  read  them 
publicly  after  checking  their  legibility,  and  record  the  names  openly.  The 
ballots  then  are  burned  after  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  are  recorded.  But 
the  letters  bearing  the  votes  of  the  absent  prelates  are  saved  to  be  used  in 
case  the  elections  is  repeated.  The  election  event  should  be  recorded  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Holy  Synod  meetings. 

Article  38 : 

The  presiding  officer  will  ask  the  prelate,  who  is  elected  Patriarch,  if  he  ac¬ 
cepts  the  election.  If  he  agrees,  his  name  will  be  proclaimed  unto  the  Holy 
Synod.  Then,  all  prelates  shall  rise  up  from  their  seats  to  pay  him  his  ac- 
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Article  30  : 

The  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens  must  proceed  immediately  to  the  Patriarcha¬ 
te’s  headquarters.  In  case  of  delay  or  death,  the  Metropolitan  with  the  second 
highest  votes  shall  replace  him. 


Article  31  : 

If  two  Metropolitans  receive  equal  number  of  votes,  the  most  senior  in  ordi¬ 
nation  will  win.  In  all  cases,  the  local  civilian  authorities  in  the  country  whe¬ 
re  the  Patriarchate  is  located  must  be  notified  with  the  name  of  the  newly 
elected  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens. 

Article  32  : 

The  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens  shall  not  leave  the  Patriarchal  headquarters 
except  in  an  emergency.  He  shall  have  no  right  to  change  any  thing  in  the 
Patriarchal  headquarters  or  any  office  or  institution  belonging  to  it.  Further¬ 
more,  He  shall  not  remove  or  promote  anyone  of  the  clergy  or  others.  He 
also  shall  have  no  right  to  sell  or  buy  or  exchange  any  properties,  or  to  per¬ 
mit  anyone  to  do  such  things  in  the  Archdioceses. 

Article  33  : 

The  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens  will  summon  His  Beatitude  the  Catholicos 
and  the  Metropolitans,  who  are  members  of  the  Holy  Synod,  to  elect  the 
new  Patriarch  within  a  period  not  to  exceed  Thirty  days.  They  are  required  to 
appear  in  the  set  date.  If  anyone  fails  to  be  present  due  to  a  legitimate  reason, 
he  should  cast  his  vote  in  a  formal,  sealed  and  confidential  letter,  electing 
whomever  he  prefers,  otherwise  he  loses  his  vote. 

Article  34 : 

The  Patriarch  to-be-elected  should  be  well  known  for  his  righteousness  and 
capability  in  administration,  possessing  theological  and  literary  knowledge. 
He  should  also  master  both  Syriac  and  Arabic  languages  in  addition  to  ano¬ 
ther  living  foreign  language.  He  must  be  proven,  by  his  past  conduct,  to  be 
a  defender  of  the  faith  of  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church.  Also,  he  should  have 
successfully  served  as  Metropolitan  for  a  period  of  no  less  than  seven  years. 
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CHAPTER  III  :  ELECTION  OF  THE  PATRIARCH 


Article  28  : 

The  Patriarchal  See  is  considered  vacant  in  the  following  cases  : 

a)  The  death  of  the  Patriarch. 

b)  Resignation  or  dismissal  or  retirement. 

c)  Insurmountable  and  permanent  health  problems. 

In  the  case  of  the  death  of  the  Patriarch,  the  Patriarchal  Assistant,  the  Pa¬ 
triarchal  Vicar  of  Damascus,  the  clergy  in  charge  of  the  Patriarchal  corres¬ 
pondence  office,  and  whoever  Metropolitan  present,  collectively  must  do 
the  following  : 

a)  Shall  immediately  notify  His  Beatitude  the  legitimate  Catholicos 
and  all  Metropolitans  in  order  to  participate  in  the  burial  service. 

b)  Shall  also  inform  the  highest  local  civilian  authorities  where  the 
Patriarchate  is  located,  and  the  heads  of  all  other  denominations. 

c)  Shall  seal,  by  red  wax,  all  his  movable  legacy,  notes,  records,  and 
files.  His  library  and  residence  must  also  be  sealed. 

d)  After  concluding  the  funeral  and  burial  service,  all  above-mentio¬ 
ned,  in  the  presence  of  Metropolitans  committee,  shall  record  and 
specify  the  legacy  in  an  official  report  signed  by  all,  to  be  delivered 
to  the  Patriarch-Elect. 

Article  29  : 

1.  The  Patriarchal  Assistant  and  the  Patriarchal  Vicar  in  Damascus, 
shall  immediately  telegraph  His  Beatitude  the  Catholicos,  and  the 
Metropolitans  proceed  to  the  Patriarchate.  There  they  shall  convene 
presided  by  the  lawful  Catholicos  if  present,  or  by  the  most  senior 
(according  to  ordination)  of  the  present  Metropolitans.  They  shall 
elect  a  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens  (temporary  acting  Patriarch)  by 
majority  vote  in  one  week  period.  Whoever  is  absent  or  doesn't 
express  his  vote  in  writing,  will  forfeit  his  vote,  and  the  name  ot  the 
newly  elected  Patriarchal  Locum  Tenens  is  immediately  declared. 

2.  The  Patriarchal  Assistant  and  the  Patriarchal  Vicar  in  Damascus 
shall  collect  the  incoming  responses  and  confirm  their  contents  in 
an  official  report  in  the  presence  of  the  Metropolitans.  The  name  of 
the  Metropolitan  with  majority  votes  who  would  act  as  Patriarchal 
Locum  Tenens  shall  be  declared  and  notified  immediately. 
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e)  Creating,  establishing  or  abolishing  Archdioceses. 

f)  Selling  part  or  all  of  the  Patriarchate’s  real  estates  and  endow¬ 
ments. 


Article  23  : 

The  management  of  all  Syrian  Orthodox  monasteries  and  Patriarchal  organi¬ 
zations  is  directly  bound  to  the  Patriarch.  He  solely  has  the  right  to  appoint 
their  care  takers. 


Article  24  : 

All  archdioceses  must  give  10%  of  their  properties'  income  to  the  venerable 
Patriarchate  as  annual  dues  in  addition  to  the  patriarchal  tithe  according  to 
the  old  custom.  Monasteries  however,  should  give  to  the  Patriarchate  20% 
of  their  annual  income.  These  dues  are  to  be  mentioned  in  their  respective 
budgets. 


Article  25  : 

H.  H.  the  Patriarch  visits  all  the  Archdioceses  of  the  Antiochian  Apostolic 
See  and  churches;  making  whatever  observations  he  deems  necessary.  Also, 
he  holds  accountable  the  Archdiocese  Metropolitan,  the  priests,  church 
Boards  of  Trustee,  and  all  other  institutions,  whenever  necessary. 

Article  26  : 

H.  H.  informs  the  Holy  Synod's  members  of  all  his  accomplished  activi¬ 
ties  during  the  period  between  convening  of  the  last  and  present  Synod 

A rticle  27 : 

The  Patriarch  communicates  personally  with  the  Catholicos,  the  Metropoli¬ 
tans  and  bishops.  He  addresses  the  Catholicos  as:  Your  Beatitude  our  brother; 
a  Metropolitan  as:  Your  Eminence  our  brother;  and  a  bishop  :  Your  Grace 
our  brother.  His  signature  shall  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  letter.  However,  pas¬ 
toral  encyclicals  (bulls)  will  bear  his  name  and  seal  at  the  top  of  the  letter. 
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A  rtic/e  17 : 

His  Holiness  the  Patriarch  dispatches  the  clergy  on  ecclesiastical  and  cultu¬ 
ral  assignments. 


Article  18 : 

His  Holiness  the  Patriarch  appoints  a  cleric  as  a  Patriarchal  Envoy  in  vacant 
or  brand  newly  established  archdioceses.  He  also  notifies  the  relative  civi¬ 
lian  authorities  and  the  Metropolitans  of  the  archdioceses  under  the  Antio¬ 
chian  Apostolic  See. 


Article  19  : 

When  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  visits  an  archdiocese,  he  sits  on  the  cathedral  seat 
in  the  church.  Next  to  him  sits  the  Metropolitan  of  the  archdiocese,  then  his 
accompanying  Metropolitans  according  to  their  ordination  seniority.  None  of 
the  Metropolitans  shall  carry  their  crosiers  (pastoral  staffs)  in  his  presence, 
in  reverence  to  the  Apostolic  See,  and  acknowledgment  of  his  superiority. 

Article  20  : 

H.  H.  the  Patriarch  bestows  decorations  on  whomever  he  finds  worthy. 

Article  21 : 

H.  H.  the  Patriarch  has  the  right  to  examine,  correct,  scrutinize,  eliminate 
or  introduce  new  church  rites.  He  is  also  in  charge  of  our  heritage  as  being 
faithful,  scientific,  moral,  intellectual,  and  social  phenomenon.  He  supervi¬ 
ses  the  choice  of  its  texts  and  appoints  whoever  he  wants  for  this  mission. 
He  has  the  sole  right  to  publish  our  heritage  especially  in  matters  of  faith, 
doctrine,  and  rites. 


Article  22  : 

Matters  in  which  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  confers  necessarily  with  the  Holy  Sy¬ 
nod  are  : 

a)  The  approval  of  the  election  of  the  Catholicos,  Metropolitans  and 
their  ordination. 

b)  Moving  Metropolitans  from  one  Archdiocese  to  another. 

c)  Removal  of  the  Catholicos,  and  Metropolitans,  and  the  acceptance 
of  their  resignations. 

d)  Altering  the  geographical  boundaries  of  Archdioceses. 
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CHAPTER  II  :  HIS  HOLINESS  THE  PATRIARCH 


Article  12  : 

H.  H.  the  Patriarch  is  the  Supreme  Head  of  the  church  and  its  Holy  Synod, 
and  the  general  administrator  to  its  religious,  spiritual,  and  administrative 
affairs.  He  supervises  Archdioceses  religious,  administrative,  and  financial 
matters.  He  also  approves  their  local  bylaws  and  overlooks  their  final  bud¬ 
gets. 


Article  13  : 

His  Holiness  the  Patriarch  convenes  the  Holy  Synod. 

Article  14 

His  Holiness  the  Patriarch  presides  over  the  Holy  Synod  meeting  sessions, 
sanctions,  and  announces  its  decisions. 

Article  15  : 

H.  H.  the  Patriarch  ordains  the  lawfully  elected  Catholicos  and  Metropo¬ 
litans,  and  consecrates  the  Holy  Chrism.  In  performing  these  services,  he 
is  to  be  assisted  (by  his  invitation)  by  at  least  two  Metropolitans.  H.  H.  the 
Patriarch  also  confirms  the  election  of  all  Metropolitans  who  are  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Catholicate  See.  He  also  ordains  Metropolitans  of  the 
Knanaya  Archdiocese,  and  the  Evangelization  Associations,  and  the  Apos¬ 
tolic  See  churches  by  right,  and  Metropolitans  of  the  other  archdioceses  in 
India  if  necessary. 


Article  16  : 

a)  H.H.  the  Patriarch  signs  all  agreements,  documents  treaties, 
contracts,  documents  of  all  kinds  and  letters,  and  all  that  relate  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  of  Antioch. 

b)  H.H  himself  governs  all  external  relations  with  other  churches  and 
also  the  local,  regional,  and  international  parish  councils  and  frames 
relations  with  them.  He  has  the  right  to  send  his  representative  to  all 
those  organizations  to  carry  out  his  own  instructions. 
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personal  name  is  added  here).  His  name  shall  be  proclaimed  throughout  the 
archdioceses  in  India  during  the  Holy  Mass  and  canonical  prayers,  after  the 
name  of  the  Patriarch  and  preceding  the  name  of  the  Archdiocese  Metropo¬ 
litan.  His  name  should  be  mentioned  also  at  every  Syrian  church  where  he 
attends  prayer.  His  title  is:  His  Beatitude  Mor  Baselius  .  .  .  Catholicos  of  the 
East  and  Metropolitan  of  Malankara. 

Article  9  : 

The  Metropolitan  (Archbishop)  is  one  of  the  church  shepherds,  the  succes¬ 
sors  of  the  Apostles.  He  is  nominated  by  H.  H.  the  Patriarch  and  elected  by 
parishioners  of  the  vacant  Archdiocese.  He  is  then  appointed  after  the  Holy 
Synod's  approval.  He  should  obey  the  instructions  of  H.H  the  Patriarch.  He 
should  be  obeyed  by  the  priests,  deacons  and  all  the  people  of  his  Archdio¬ 
cese.  His  name  shall  be  proclaimed  throughout  the  churches  of  his  Archdio¬ 
cese  after  the  name  of  H.  H.  the  Patriarch.  His  title  is  :  “His  Eminence..." 
The  title  of  the  Bishop  shall  be:  “His  Grace  Mor...".. 

Article  10 : 

The  Priest  is  the  one  who  ministers  the  Church  Sacraments,  and  shepherds 
the  spiritual  affairs  of  the  faithful  within  the  church  he  is  assigned  to,  throu¬ 
gh  the  guidance  and  supervision  of  the  Archdiocese  Metropolitan. 

Article  11 : 

The  Deacon  assists  the  clergy  in  performing  church  rites. 
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CHAPTER  I  :  ECCLESIASTICAL  HIERARCHY 


Article  6  : 

The  Ecclesiastical  Hierarchy  of  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  of  Antioch 
consists  of :  Episcopate,  Priesthood,  and  Deaconry.  Each  of  these  is  divided 
into  ranks.  The  Episcopate  consists  of:  the  Patriarchate,  the  Catholicate  and 
the  Metropolitanate  (wherever  “Metropolitan”  is  mentioned  in  this  Consti¬ 
tution,  it  also  means  the  Bishop).  The  Priesthood  consists  of  :  the  Arch¬ 
priest  and  the  Priest,  while  the  Deaconry  is  comprised  of  these  ranks:  the 
Archdeacon,  the  Deacon,  the  Subdeaeon,  the  Reader  and  the  Chanter. 


Article  7 : 

H.  H.  the  Patriarch  is  the  legitimate  successor  of  St.  Peter  the  Head  Apostle. 
He  is  the  Pontiff  who  is  law  fully  elected  by  :  His  Beatitude  the  Catholicos, 
the  Metropolitans  of  the  Archdioceses,  the  Metropolitans  Patriarchal  Vicars 
in  the  Archdioceses,  and  the  Metropolitan  Assistant  Patriarch.  The  Patriarch 
is  the  Supreme  Head  of  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Church  of  Antioch,  the  defen¬ 
der  of  its  faith,  doctrine,  and  apostolic  traditions.  The  symbol  of  its  unity, 
its  representative  and  spokesman  everywhere.  The  general  supervisor  of  all 
its  affairs,  and  the  spiritual  father  of  all  Syrian  Orthodox  people  worldwide. 
He  must  be  obeyed  by  the  Catholicos,  Metropolitans,  priests,  monks,  nuns, 
deacons  and  all  laity.  Upon  his  induction,  his  name  shall  be  :  His  Holiness 
Moran  Mor  Ignatius  ...  (his  personal  name  is  to  follow).  His  name  shall 
be  proclaimed  throughout  the  churches  of  all  Syrian  Orthodox  Archdioceses 
during  the  Holy  Mass  and  canonical  prayers,  before  the  name  of  the  archdio¬ 
cese  Metropolitan,  and  in  India  before  the  name  of  the  Catholicos.  His  title 
is  :  His  Holiness  the  Supreme  Pontiff  Moran  Mor  Ignatius  .  .  .  Patriarch  of 
Antioch  and  all  the  East  and  the  Supreme  Head  of  the  Universal  Syrian  Or¬ 
thodox  Church. 


Article  8  : 

His  Beatitude  The  Catholicos  ranks  second  after  the  Patriarch  within  the 
Syrian  Orthodox  Church  hierarchy.  He  is  elected  only  by  the  Metropolitans 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Catholicate  See.  They  must  obey  him,  so  must 
the  priests,  deacons  and  all  the  people  within  the  Syrian  Orthodox  Archdio¬ 
ceses  in  India.  At  his  ordination,  he  is  proclaimed  :  Mor  Baselius  .  .  .  (his 
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25.  Germany,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  Located  at  Warbug.  It  covers 
state  of  Germany 

26.  Belgium,  France  and  Luxemburg,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  Lo¬ 
cated  at  Brussels.  It  covers  states  of  Belgium,  France  and  Luxem¬ 
burg. 

27.  Switzerland  &  Austria,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  Located  in  Mor 
Awgen  Monastery-Switzerland.  It  covers  the  states  of  Switzerland 
and  Austria. 

28.  Great  Britain,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  Located  in  London.  It  co¬ 
vers  the  whole  of  Great  Britain. 

29.  Australia  &  New  Zealand,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  Located  in 
Sydney.  It  covers  the  whole  of  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

30.  Knanaya,  an  Archdiocese,  located  in  Chingavanam,  Kerala.  It  co¬ 
vers  all  the  Knanaya  churches  in  /  out  of  India. 

31.  Catholicate  of  the  India,  its  headquarter  is  Kerala.  It  covers  all 
the  Syrian  Orthodox  Archdioceses  in  India,  except  the  Knanaya 
Archdiocese,  the  churches  of  the  Patriarchal  See,  and  the  Evange¬ 
lical  Ministry  Associations  in  India. 

Article  5 : 

All  churches,  their  organizations  and  Evangelical  Ministry  Associations,  not 
included  in  the  Syrian  Archdioceses  mentioned  in  Article  4,  are  governed 
directly  by  H.  H.  the  Patriarch. 
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9.  Mosul  &  Environs,  an  Archdiocese,  located  in  Mosul.  It  covers  the 
County  of  Mosul,  Sinjar,  Qarah-Qosh,  and  the  Northern  Counties 
of  Arbel,  Al-ta’meem  (Karkook)  and  Suleimanieh. 

10.  St.  Matthew’s  Monastery,  an  Archdiocese,  located  at  St.  Mat¬ 
thew’s  Monastery.  It  covers  the  villages  of  Bartilleh,  Ba’sheeqah, 
Bahzaani,  Aqrah  and  Merkey. 

1 1 .  Mardin  &  Environs,  an  Archdiocese,  located  in  Mardin.  It  covers 
the  Mardin  villages,  Qillith,  the  Counties  of  Diyarbakir  (Amid), 
Malatya,  Adiyaman  and  elaAl-Aziz. 

12.  Tur’ahdin.  an  Archdiocese,  located  in  Midyat.  It  covers  the  Tu- 
rabdin  villages,  Beth-Zabday  (Azekh-Idil),  Nusaybin  (Nisibis)  and 
its  environs. 

13.  Adiyaman,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  located  in  Adiyaman.  It  co¬ 
vers  the  Counties  of  Adiyaman,  Harput,  Elaziz,  Gerger,  Malatya, 
Urhoy  (Edessa)  and  its  environs. 

14.  Istanbul,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  located  in  Istanbul.  It  covers  the 
Counties  of  Istanbul,  Ankara  and  Izmir. 

15.  Jerusalem  &  Jordan  and  the  Holy  Land,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate, 
located  in  Jerusalem.  It  covers  Palestine  and  Jordan. 

16.  Eastern  USA,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  located  in  New  Jersey.  It 
covers  the  Eastern  States  of  United  States  of  America. 

17.  Western  USA,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  located  in  Los  Angeles.  It 
covers  the  Western  States  of  United  States  of  America. 

18.  Canada,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  located  in  Montreal.  It  covers  the 
whole  of  Canada. 

19.  North  America  of  Malankara,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  located  in 
New  York.  It  covers  the  United  States  of  America  and  Canada. 

20.  Brazil,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  located  in  San  Paulo.  It  covers  the 
whole  of  Brazil. 

2 1 .  Argentine,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  located  in  La  Plata-Buenos 
Aires.  It  covers  Argentina. 

22.  Sweden  &  Scandinavia,  an  Archdiocese,  located  in  Sodertalje.  It 
covers  Sweden  and  the  Scandinavian  countries. 

23.  Sweden,  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  located  in  Sodertalje.  It  covers  the 
Churches  of  the  Vicariate  in  Sweden. 

24.  Netherlands  (Holland),  an  Archdiocese,  Located  at  St.  Ephrem’s 
Monastery  in  Losser-  Holland. 
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GENERAL  STATUTES 


Article  I  : 

The  SYRIAN/SYRIAC  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  OF  ANTIOCH  is  One 
Holy,  Universal  and  Apostolic  Church,  whose  Apostolic  See  was  established 
in  Antioch  (Syria)  by  Saint  Peter,  the  Head  of  the  Apostles,  in  the  year  37 
A.D.  Its  present  headquarters  are  in  Damascus,  Syria. 

Article  2  : 

His  Holiness  (H.H.)  the  Patriarch  is  the  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church  and 
its  Holy  Synod,  the  General  Supervisor  of  all  religious  and  administrative 
affairs. 


Article  3  : 

The  Holy  Synod,  headed  by  H.  H.  the  Patriarch,  is  the  supreme  religious, 
spiritual,  legislative  and  administrative  authority  of  the  Syrian  Orthodox 
Church  of  Antioch. 


Article  4 : 

The  Archdioceses  of  the  Apostolic  See  of  Antioch  are  : 

1.  Damascus,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate.  Its  headquarters  is  located  in 
Damascus.  It  covers  the  two  Counties  of  Damascus  and  suburbs. 

2.  Homs,  Hamah  &  Environs,  an  Archdiocese,  located  in  Homs.  It 
covers  the  Counties  of  Homs,  Hamah  &  Tartus. 

3.  Aleppo,  an  Archdiocese,  located  in  Aleppo.  It  covers  the  Counties 
of  Aleppo,  Edleb,  Alraqqa  and  Lattackiya. 

4.  Al-Jazirah  &  Euphrates,  an  Archdiocese,  located  in  Al-Hassakah. 
It  covers  the  Counties  of  Al-Hassakah  and  Dair-El-Zor. 

5.  Beirut,  an  Archdiocese,  located  in  Beirut.  It  covers  Beirut. 

6.  Mount  Lebanon,  an  Archdiocese,  located  in  A1  Bouchriyeh.  It  co¬ 
vers  the  Counties  of  Mount  Lebanon,  Tripoli  and  South  of  Leba¬ 
non. 

7.  Zahle  &  Beqaa,  a  Patriarchal  Vicariate,  Its  headquarter  is  located 
in  Zahle. 

8.  Baghdad  &  Basra,  an  Archdiocese,  located  in  Baghdad.  It  covers 
the  Counties  of  Baghdad  and  Basra. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF 

THE  SYRIAC  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  OF  ANTIOCH 

PREFACE 


“The  Syrian/Syriac  Orthodox  Church  Of  Antioch”  is  the  official  name  ol 
our  sacred  church.  It  refers  to  “Antioch”  because  of  the  Holy  See  that  was 
established  in  that  city  by  St.  Peter,  head  of  the  Apostles,  in  37  A.D.  In  An¬ 
tioch  “The  disciples  were  first  called  Christians”  (Acts  1 1:26).  Our  church 
confirmed  the  apostolic  Orthodox  faith  and  spread  it  all  over  the  world.  It 
used  the  Aramaic  language,  the  language  of  our  Lord,  His  holy  Mother,  and 
His  righteous  apostles,  in  all  of  its  liturgies.  This  church  embraces  a  group  of 
believers  in  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  The  God  Incarnate,  Savior  of  the  world, 
and  in  His  Father  and  His  Holy  Spirit,  The  Holy  Trinity,  One  God.  An  uns¬ 
haken  faith  based  upon  the  commandments  of  the  Gospels,  the  teachings  of 
the  Apostles,  the  opinions  and  views  of  their  legitimate  successors,  and  the 
decisions  of  its  Holy  Synod  as  well.  Ail  of  which  represent  the  Sacramental 
Body  of  Christ. 

Its  spiritual  affairs  are  managed  by  its  spiritual  fathers  who  were  given 
authority  by  Jesus  Christ  in  order  to  fulfill  its  evangelical  mission.  By  this 
authority  they  guide  and  stress  upon  Christian  teachings,  justifications, 
consecration,  preserving  the  holy  Sacraments,  and  achievement  of  justice 
for  all  mankind. 


Constitution 


OF 

THE  SYRIAC 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
OF  ANTIOCH 


Amended  and  approved  by  His  Holiness  the 
Patriarch  Mor  Ignatius  Zaka  1  Iwas. 

September  14.09.  2002 
St.  Ephraim  Seminary,  Maarat  Saidnaya, 
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Article  33 

Le  conseil  ne  peut  reconsiderer  une  decision  deja  prise,  Tabroger,  ou  pren¬ 
dre  une  decision  semblable  ou  contraire,  sauf  lors  d’une  seance  comprenant 
les  deux  tiers  des  membres  et  par  une  decision  prise  par  la  majorite  des 
presents. 


Article  34 

Toutes  les  decisions  relatives  aux  conseils  cominunautaires  locaux  et  qui  en- 
freignent  les  dispositions  du  present  reglement  sont  nulles  et  non  avenues. 


En  cas  de  litige  sur  E  interpretation,  le  texte  original  (arabe)  prime  sur  les 
traductions. 
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CHAPITRE  VII  :  LES  SEANCES  DU  CONSEIL 


Article  26 

Le  conseil  tient  ses  reunions  dans  la  sal le  qui  lui  est  reservee. 

Article  27 

Le  conseil  tient  une  seance  ordinaire  au  moins  une  fois  toutes  les  deux  se- 
maines  a  l’heure  qu’il  choisit. 


Article  28: 

Au  besoin,  le  conseil  organise  des  seances  extraordinaires,  a  la  demande: 

a)  du  Metropolite; 

b)  de  la  majorite  des  membres  du  conseil,  suite  a  une  decision  consi¬ 
gnee  dans  le  compte-rendu  d'une  seance  ordinaire,  incluant  la  fixa¬ 
tion  de  la  date  de  la  seance  extraordinaire  suivante  ; 

c)  du  vice-president  ou  du  secretaire,  en  cas  d'absence  du  president. 

Article  29 

La  seance  est  valide  si  plus  de  la  moitie  des  membres  sont  presents. 


Article  30 

Le  president  de  la  seance  propose  au  debat  les  sujets  inscrits  a  Lordre  du 
jour,  pour  prendre  les  decisions  qui  s'imposent.  Le  sujet  qui  rencontre  une 
opposition  est  soumis  au  vote. 


A  rticle  3  / 

Les  decisions  sont  prises  a  la  majorite  relative  des  membres  presents  ;  en  cas 
d’egalite  des  voix,  la  partie  disposant  de  la  voix  du  president  du  conseil  est 
gagnante. 


Article  32 

Les  seances  du  conseil  sont  consignees  dans  le  registre  ad  hoc  ;  ces  notes 
sont  lues  en  fin  de  seance  et  signees  par  les  presents  ou  le  president  et  le 
secretaire. 
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Article  25 

Le  conseil  dispose  de  ses  propres  registres  officiels  ;  il  doit  en  numeroter 
les  pages  et  y  apposer  son  sceau  officiel  ;  la  signature  du  Metropolite  ou  du 
Vicaire  Patriarcal  doit  figurer  sur  la  premiere  et  la  demiere  page  de  chaque 
registre  ;  ces  registres  sont  remis  aux  parties  concernees,  a  savoir : 

a)  le  registre  d’enregistrement  des  petitions,  des  correspondances  et 
de  tous  documents  envoyes  au  conseil ;  y  sont  mentionnes  Texpedi- 
teur,  un  resume  du  contenu  et  un  numero  d’ordre  d’arrivee  ; 

b)  le  registre  des  proces-verbaux  des  seances; 

c)  le  registre  des  comptes  de  PArchidiocese,  et  un  carnet  de  re^us  en 
deux  exemplaires; 

d)  le  registre  des  biens  de  dotation,  decrivant  leur  importance,  leur 
nature,  leurs  revenus,  ainsi  que  leurs  documents  probants; 

e)  le  registre  de  recensement  de  l'Archidiocese. 
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4.  etre  le  trait  d’union,  entre  les  differents  comites  du 
conseil; 

5.  presider  les  seances  du  conseil,  lors  de  E absence  du  presi¬ 
dent  et  du  vice-president. 

c)  La  commission  consultative.  Elle  est  composee  sous  la  presidence 
du  vice-president  et  la  participation  de  deux  personnes  choisies  par 
le  conseil  parmi  ses  membres  ;  cette  commission  a  pour  tache,  d'as- 
sister  le  Metropolite  dans  toutes  les  affaires  urgentes. 

d)  La  commission  des  finances.  Elle  est  composee  de  trois  membres, 
dont  le  comptable  et  le  tresorier,  elle  a  pour  mission  d’organiser  le 
bilan  et  le  budget  du  conseil  et  de  EArchidiocese,  ainsi  que  la  veri¬ 
fication  des  comptes  de  toutes  les  institutions  de  EArchidiocese,  et 
surveiller  leurs  finances,  et  dresser  an  moins  deux  rapports  par  an.. 

e)  La  commission  de  surveillance.  Elle  est  composee  de  trois  mem¬ 
bres  et  elle  a  pour  tache,  de  surveiller  les  travaux  des  institutions  de 
EArchidiocese,  les  inspecter,  au  moins  une  fois  tous  les  six  mois  et, 
quand  cela  s'avere  necessaire,  et  rediger  un  rapport  sur  le  deroule- 
ment  de  leurs  travaux. 

f)  La  commission  des  ecoles.  Elle  est  composee  de  trois  membres  ; 
sa  tache  est  de  surveiller  les  organes  administratifs  des  ecoles,  les 
controler  au  moins  une  fois  par  mois,  et  dresser  un  rapport  sur  le 
deroulement  de  leurs  travaux. 

g)  La  commission  des  biens  de  dotation  et  des  eglises  est  composee 
de  trois  membres  ;  elle  a  pour  tache  de  surveiller  les  finances  de 
Eeglise,  gerer  les  biens  de  dotation,  les  inspecter  une  fois  tous  les 
six  mois  quand  cela  s'avere  necessaire,  et  dresser  un  rapport  sur  le 
deroulement  de  leurs  travaux. 

h)  Le  conseil,  preside  par  le  Metropolite,  a  le  droit  de  constituer  d'autres 
commissions  speciales  selon  les  activites  de  EArchidiocese. 

i)  Si  le  nombre  des  membres  du  conseil  est  inferieur  a  huit,  le  conseil 
reuni  peut  prendre  la  place  de  toutes  les  commissions. 

Article  24 

Le  Metropolite  ou  le  Vicaire  Patriarcal  surveille  Eexecution  de  toutes  les 
decisions  du  conseil. 
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CHAPITRE  VI  :  L’ ADMINISTRATION  DU  CONSEIL  ET 

L’ELECTION  DE  SES  COMITES. 


Article  19 

Le  Metropolite  ou  le  Vicaire  Patriarcal  preside  les  conseils  communautaires 
dans  son  Archidiocese  ;  en  cas  d’absence,  c’est  le  vice-president  et  le  secre¬ 
taire  qui  president  les  conseils  ;  leurs  decisions  ne  sont  valables  que  si  elles 
sont  sanctionnees  par  le  Metropolite. 

Article  20 

Le  mandat  du  conseil  est  limite  a  deux  ans. 

Article  21 

Le  Metropolite  a  le  droit  de  renouveler  une  seule  fois  le  mandat  des  mem- 
bres  du  conseil  pour  une  deuxieme  periode. 

Article  22 

II  est  loisible  au  Metropolite,  s’ il  trouve  avantageux  de  garder  certains  mem- 
bres,  de  prolonger  le  mandat  de  trois  membres  seulement,  et  ceci  pour  un 
seul  mandat. 


Article  23 

Lors  de  sa  premiere  seance,  le  conseil  choisit : 

a)  le  vice-president,  dont  les  fonctions  sont : 

1.  presider  les  seances  du  conseil  en  cas  d’absence  du  presi¬ 
dent  ; 

2.  assumer  les  pouvoirs  du  president,  comine  representer  le 
conseil  et  superviser  ses  comites,  et  executer  ses  deci¬ 
sions. 

b)  le  secretaire,  dont  les  fonctions  sont : 

1 .  enregistrer  le  proces-verbal  des  seances  du  conseil  dans  le 
registre  officiel; 

2.  sauvegarder  les  correspondances; 

3.  receptionner  toutes  lettres  et  documents,  envoyes  au 
conseil,  les  remettre  aux  personnes  concemees,  apres  les 
avoir  mentionnes  au  proces-verbal  de  la  seance; 
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Si  le  noinbre  des  demissionnaires  est  inferieur  a  la  moitie,  le  Metropolite 
designe  de  nouveaux  membres  qui  les  remplacent,  que  le  conseil  soit  elu  ou 
designe,  et  ce  apres  en  avoir  avise  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche.  Les  membres 
designes  competent  la  periode  des  membres  demissionnaires  du  conseil. 

Article  18 

Si  le  conseil  entreprend  une  action  violant  la  Constitution  de  LEglise,  ses 
lois  et  ses  regies,  le  Metropolite  a  le  droit  de  le  destituer  ou  destituer  n'im- 
porte  quel  membre  ou  groupe  dans  le  conseil,  et  ce  apres  avoir  obtenu  Lac- 
cord  ecrit  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 
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CHAPITRE  V  :  LES  INTERDITS,  L’EXCLUSION  ET  LA 

DEMISSION. 


Article  12 

I)  est  interdit  au  conseil  d’interferer  dans  les  questions  politiques  de  tout 
genre  ;  ii  lui  est  egalement  defendu  d’intervenir  dans  les  questions  spirituel- 
les  ecclesiastiques  de  l’Archidiocese. 

Article  13 

II  est  interdit  au  conseil  d’intervenir  dans  les  affaires  d’un  autre  Archidio- 
cese. 


Article  14 

II  n’est  pas  permis  a  un  membre  du  conseil  de  seiner  le  doute  au  sein  du 
conseil,  de  nuire  a  une  des  institutions  de  l’Archidiocese  ou  d’appartenir  a 
une  formation  religieuse  ou  politique  en  contradiction  avec  la  foi  de  l’Eglise 
et  de  ses  regies,  sous  peine  d’exclusion  par  un  arrete  pris  par  le  conseil  sous 
la  presidence  du  chef  de  l’Archidiocese. 

Article  15 

Un  membre  est  exclu  par  arrete  du  conseil  en  cas  de  condamnation  pour  debt 
grave. 


Article  16 

Un  membre  est  egalement  exclu  par  un  arrete  du  conseil  : 

a)  s’il  presente  sa  demission  qui  est  acceptee  par  le  conseil,  ou  s’il 
insiste  pour  qu’elle  soit  acceptee  au  cas  ou  elle  serait  rejetee  par  le 
conseil  ; 

b)  s’il  s’absente  pendant  quatre  seances  sans  excuse  valable  ;  en  cas 
d’absence  des  reunions  du  conseil  pendant  trois  seances  consecu- 
tives,  il  re^oit  un  avertissement  lors  de  la  quatrieme  seance. 

Article  17 

Le  conseil  est  dissout  automatiquement  si  la  moitie  ou  plus  des  membres, 
elus  ou  designes,  demissionnent  ;  le  conseil  est  reconstitue  en  application 
des  clauses  de  l’article  (3),  (4),  et  (5)  du  present  Reglement. 
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b)  Le  conseil,  preside  par  le  Metropolite  et  uniquement  sur  son  accord 
ecrit,  a  le  droit  de  preter,  emprunter,  donner  en  location,  tous  les 
biens  de  dotation  perpetuelle  ainsi  que  les  terrains  ou  une  partie  des 
terrains  appartenant  a  PArchidiocese,  et  ce,  par  une  decision  qu'il 
prend  a  cet  effet,  apres  avoir  obtenu  P accord  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Pa- 
triarche. 

c)  Le  conseil  a  le  droit  d’elaborer  un  systeme  financier  pour  PArchi¬ 
diocese  dans  le  but  d 'organiser  ses  rentes  et  ses  depenses,  et  definir 
le  tarif  des  services  spirituels,  accepter  les  presents  et  les  dons,  ac- 
corder  de  l'aide  aux  necessiteux  parmi  les  paroissiens,  allouer  des 
salaires  mensuels  aux  pretres,  leur  procurer  un  logement  decent,  et 
proceder,  chaque  annee,  a  la  levee  annuel  le  episcopate  et  patriar- 
cale. 

d)  Durant  le  ler  trimestre  de  chaque  annee,  le  conseil  est  tenu  de  pre¬ 
senter  un  rapport  sur  les  comptes  annuels  de  cloture  et  un  projet  de 
budget  pour  P annee  suivante. 

e)  Le  conseil  alloue  Pargent  dont  il  dispose,  conformement  aux  de¬ 
cisions  officielles  prises  par  lui.  Le  mandat  de  paiement  pour  ces 
depenses  realisees  pour  repondre  aux  besoins  des  institutions  de 
PArchidiocese,  est  signe  par  le  Metropolite,  ou  le  Vicaire  Patriarcal 
et  par  les  membres  de  la  commission  des  finances,  apres  examen 
des  budgets  annuels  de  ces  institutions. 

f)  L' argent  liquide  est  depose  dans  une  banque  au  nom  de  PEglise  ; 
aucune  somme  ne  peut  etre  retiree  de  la  banque,  sauf  sur  decision  du 
conseil  et  avec  la  signature  du  Metropolite  ou  du  Vicaire  Patriarcal 
et  de  ceux  qui  sont  autorises.  Le  tresorier  du  conseil  peut  conser- 
ver  une  somme  pour  les  depenses  quotidiennes,  determinee  par  un 
arrete  du  conseil  ;  il  doit  deposer  le  surplus  a  la  banque  au  nom  de 
PEglise. 


Article  11 

Les  affaires  financieres  sont  gerees  selon  les  methodes  de  la  comptabilite 
generate  en  ce  qui  concerne  Porganisation,  les  depenses,  et  le  retrait  d 'argent 
;  en  outre,  le  budget  annuel  est  soumis  au  controle  et  a  P  inspection  de  Sa 
Saintete  le  Patriarche  ou  de  celui  qui  le  remplace  a  cet  effet. 


/CIl> 
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CHAPITRE  IV  :  LES  POUVOIRS  DU  CONSEIL. 


Article  10 

Etant  donne  que  le  conseil,  preside  par  le  Metropolite,  aspire  a  relever  le 
niveau  de  fArchidiocese,  a  consolider  son  unite  et  a  sauvegarder  ses  droits 
dans  les  domaines  administrates,  financiers  et  sociaux,  il  jouit  des  pouvoirs 
suivants  : 

Premierement :  Dans  le  domaine  administratif  et  social. 

a)  Superviser  les  differentes  activites  des  institutions  de  f  Archidioce- 
se,  y  fixer  les  regies  appropriees,en  exiger  les  comptes,  les  controler 
et  examiner  tous  ce  qui  conceme  leurs  affaires,  designer  leurs  comi¬ 
tes,  les  modifier  ou  les  dissoudre,  en  cas  d’ infraction  flagrante  des 
instructions  emises  par  le  conseil,  et  intervenir  pour  regler  d’even- 
tuels  differends  qui  pourraient  survenir  entre  les  personnes  chargees 
de  gerer  ces  institutions. 

b)  Gerer  les  ecoles  de  fArchidiocese,  les  surveiller,  et  oeuvrer  pour 
leur  progres,  leur  foumir  de  faide  materielle  et  morale,  et  veiller 
sur  fenseignement  de  la  langue  syriaque,  la  langue  de  Jesus  Christ, 
dans  ses  ecoles. 

c)  Le  conseil  examine  toutes  les  plaintes  deposees  par  les  paroissiens  a 
fencontre  des  comites  ;  il  les  renvoie  vers  les  instances  competen- 
tes,  apres  avoir  signale  qu’il  en  a  pris  connaissance,  sous  peine  de 
leur  annulation. 

d)  Le  conseil  a  le  droit  de  superviser  le  referendum  par  lequel  le  peuple 
choisit  les  pretres  dans  fArchidiocese.  Il  (le  conseil)  exerce  egale- 
ment  ce  droit  pour  le  choix  d'un  nouvel  Archeveque  quand  le  siege 
de  fArchidiocese  est  vacant,  et  ce  conformement  a  la  Constitution 
de  f  Eglise. 

e)  Le  premier  mois  de  chaque  annee,  le  conseil  dresse  un  rapport  an¬ 
nuel  complet  des  realisations  de  fannee  ecoulee,  et  ce  rapport  est 
porte  a  la  connaissance  des  paroissiens. 

Deuxiemement :  Dans  le  domaine  des  finances. 

a)  Le  conseil  a  le  droit  de  surveiller  la  gestion  financiere  de  toutes 
les  institutions  qui  dependent  de  lui,  de  controler  leurs  comptes  et 
bilans  annuels,  d'oeuvrer  pour  leur  assurer  des  revenus  fixes  et  de 
les  aider  lors  de  tout  deficit  financier. 
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CHAPITRE  III  :  NOMINATION  ET  CONVOCATION  DES 

MEMBRES  DU  CONSEIL. 


A  rticle  H 

Le  Metropolite  publie  un  decret  contenant  la  nomination  des  membres  du 
nouveau  conseil,  en  respectant  les  dispositions  des  articles  (3)  et  (4)  du 
present  reglement.  Une  copie  en  est  envoyee  a  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarehe.  Le 
Metropolite  doit  egalement  suivre  la  meme  procedure  dans  le  cas  de  no¬ 
mination  des  membres  par  designation.  Le  Metropolite  invite  les  membres 
elus  ou  designes  a  se  reunir  dans  un  delai  de  dix  jours  a  partir  de  la  date  du 
decret  mentionne  dans  l’alinea  precedent,  sinon  les  membres  ont  le  droit  de 
se  reunir  spontanement  apres  la  fin  de  ce  delai. 

La  ceremonie  de  passation  entre  le  nouveau  et  Lancien  conseil  se  deroule 
sous  l’egide  du  Metropolite  ou  de  celui  qui  le  represente  a  cette  occasion,  et 
ce  dans  un  delai  de  trente  jours  suivant  le  jour  de  la  premiere  seance  du  nou¬ 
veau  conseil  ;  sinon,  les  dispositions  legales  seront  prises  par  le  Metropolite 
en  accord  avec  les  membres  du  nouveau  conseil. 


Article  9 

Les  nouveaux  membres  du  conseil  s’engagent  a  etre  fideles  a  LEglise  d’An- 
tioche  des  Syriaques  orthodoxes,  adherer  a  sa  foi  et  a  ses  traditions  ainsi  qifa 
sa  langue  syriaque  sacree,  a  preserver  ses  biens  moraux  et  materiels,  a  se 
soumettre  a  la  presidence  spirituelle  de  LEglise  et  a  oeuvrer  pour  le  progres 
et  l’epanouissement  de  EArchidiocese. 
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actuel.  Chaque  candidat  a  le  droit  de  designer  une  seule  personne 
pour  surveiller  le  deroulement  de  Felection. 

g)  Selection  debute,  a  Fendroit  et  a  l’heure  annonces,  apres  que  la 
commission  electorale  ait  ouvert  Fume,  devant  les  personnes  pre- 
sentes,  pour  s’assurer  qu’elle  est  vide  ;  puis,  Fume  est  fermee  et 
scellee,  le  vote  continue  jusqu’a  Fheure  prevue.  Le  depouillement 
du  scrutin  commence  des  que  le  vote  s’arrete. 

h)  L’electeur  remplissant  les  conditions  indiquees  dans  la  clause  (C) 
de  Farticle  (5)  du  present  Reglement,  vote  avec  un  seul  bulletin, 
apres  F inscription  de  son  nom  dans  le  registre  des  electeurs. 

Article  7 

Sur  le  depouillement  du  scrutin  et  Fannonce  des  resultats  : 

a)  La  commission  electorale  procede  immediatement  a  Fouverture 
de  Fume  des  la  fin  du  vote.  Elle  verifie  la  concordance  du  nom- 
bre  des  bulletins  dans  Fume  avec  le  nombre  des  electeurs  inscrits 
dans  le  registre  des  electeurs,  puis  elle  procede  au  depouillement 
du  scrutin,  qui  est  lu  publiquement  devant  les  personnes  presentes. 

b)  Les  votes  blancs  ou  illisibles  sont  annules  ;  ils  font  Fobjet  d’un 
constat  qui  est  joint  aux  votes  en  question. 

c)  Tout  bulletin  contenant  les  noms  des  candidats  est  considere  va- 
lable  et  conforme  ;  les  noms  ambigus  et  les  noms  autres  que  ceux 
des  candidats  sont  supprimes  ainsi  que  ceux  qui  suivent  le  dou- 
zieme  nom  a  partir  du  treizieme. 

d)  Les  resultats  sont  annonces  immediatement  apres  la  fin  du  de¬ 
pouillement  du  scrutin.  Sont  consideres  comme  gagnants  dans 
Fordre  tous  ceux  qui  ont  obtenu  une  majorite  des  votes,  de  sorte 
qu’il  y  ait  douze  gagnants.  Les  gagnants  qui  suivent  les  douze  pre¬ 
miers  sont  consideres  comme  membres  de  reserve,  egalement  par 
ordre.  si  deux  candidats  ou  plus  obtiennent  le  meme  nombre  de 
votes  apres  le  gagnant  numero  onze„  il  sera  procede  au  tirage  au 
sort  pour  determiner  le  gagnant  qui  sera  le  membre  numero  douze. 

e)  La  commission  electorale  dresse  un  constat  des  resultats  du  vote  a 
Fattention  du  Metropolite. 
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ganisation  civile  ,  dont  les  objectifs  sont  en  contradiction 
avec  les  principes,  les  lois,  les  reglements  et  la  Constitu¬ 
tion  de  PEglise; 

10.  ne  pas  etre  membre  actif  dans  un  des  comites 
admin i strati fs  des  institutions  de  PArchidiocese; 

11.  ne  pas  etre  employe  dans  les  institutions  de  PArchidio¬ 
cese. 

C)  Pelecteur  (des  deux  sexes),  doit: 

1 .  etre  syriaque  orthodoxe. 

2.  avoir  appartenu,  depuis  au  moins  un  an,  a  Peglise,  ou 
relection  aura  lieu; 

3.  avoir  atteint  Page  de  18  ans; 

4.  ne  pas  etre  dechu  de  ses  droits  ecclesiastiques  et  ne  pas 
avoir  ete  condamne  pour  debt  grave; 

5.  avoir  regie  les  droits  dus  par  chaque  membre  de  1 ' Eglise; 

6.  ne  pas  avoir  de  dette  a  regard  d’une  des  institutions  de 
PArcheveche  dont  il  depend. 


Article  6 

Pannonce  de  Pelection  ; 

a)  Un  mois  avant  le  terme  du  conseil  actuel,  Le  Metropolite  annonce, 
a  deux  reprises  ou  plus,  la  date  de  Pelection.  Un  jour  approprie  est 
choisi  pour  la  tenir  au  siege  de  PArchidiocese  et  dans  les  autres 
centres  ou  Pannonce  a  ete  faite. 

b)  Le  candidat  introduit  sa  candidature  par  lettre  en  respectant  les 
conditions  indiquees  dans  Particle  (5)  du  present  reglement  ;  un 
accuse  de  reception  lui  est  remis  par  le  president  du  conseil. 

c)  L'introduction  des  candidatures  prend  fin  huit  jours  avant  la  date 
de  Pelection. 

d)  Les  noms  des  candidats  remplissant  les  conditions  sont  affiches 
sur  le  tableau  des  annonces,  le  lendemain  de  la  cloture  des  candi¬ 
datures. 

e)  Si  la  candidature  d’un  candidat  est  rejetee,  il  a  le  droit  de  porter 
plainte  aupres  du  Metropolite,  qui  Pexaminera.  Sa  decision  est 
irrevocable. 

f)  Une  commission  de  trois  personnes  est  designee  pour  surveiller  le 
deroulement  de  Pelection  sur  decision  du  Metropolite  et  du  conseil 
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Article  3 

Un  seul  conseil  communautaire  est  constitue  au  siege  de  rArchidiocese  et 
aux  autres  centres  importants  dependant  de  rArchidiocese.  Le  nombre  des 
membres  d'un  conseil  ne  doit  pas  depasser  douze,  et  ne  doit  pas  etre  infe- 
rieur  a  cinq.  Les  membres  sont  elus  par  suffrage  ou  designes,  par  decision 
du  Metropolite  ou  du  Vicaire  Patriarcal,  qui  le  notifie  par  ecrit  a  Sa  Saintete 
le  Patriarche. 


Article  4 

11  est  interdit  de  constituer  plus  d’un  conseil  communautaire  dans  un  siege 
de  rArchidiocese,  sauf  sur  decision  prise  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et 
ce,  en  cas  d’extreme  necessite,  et  selon  les  exigences  d'interet  general  de 
rArchidiocese. 


Article  5 

En  matiere  d’election  et  de  designation. 

A) Le  vote  direct  est  utilise  pour  former  le  conseil  ;  en  cas  d'impos- 
sibilite,  ou  en  cas  de  contradiction  avec  le  reglement  du  pays,  le 
Metropolite  ou  le  Vicaire  Patriarcal  emet  un  decret  designant  les 
membres  du  conseil,  apres  avoir  consulte  les  personnes  de  grande 
experience  dans  le  domaine  des  institutions  de  rArchidiocese  et  en 
respectant  les  dispositions  de  l’article  (3)  du  present  Reglement. 

B)  Le  membre  designe  ou  le  candidat,  (des  deux  sexes),  doit: 

1 .  etre  syriaque  orthodoxe; 

2.  ne  pas  etre  dechu  de  ses  droits  ecclesiastiques,  et  etre  de 
qualite  honorable  et  de  bonne  vie  et  moeurs; 

3.  ne  pas  avoir  ete  condamne  pour  debt  grave; 

4.  avoir  reside  dans  1’  Archidiocese,  depuis  au  moins  trois 
ans,  et  appartenir  a  l'eglise,  dans  laquelle  1’election  ou  la 
designation  aura  lieu  ; 

5.  etre  age  d'un  minimum  de  vingt-cinq  ans  et  d'un  maxi¬ 
mum  de  septante  ans; 

6.  n’avoir  aucune  dette  a  l’egard  des  institutions  de  rArchi¬ 
diocese,  dont  il  depend  ni  des  autres  Archidioceses  ; 

7.  s’etre  acquitte  des  droits  dus  par  chaque  membre  de  l'Eglise; 

8.  etre  instruit  et  respectueux  des  devoirs  ecclesiastiques. 

9.  n'appartenir  a  une  quelconque  formation  politique,  ou  or- 
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REGLEMENT  UNIFIE  DES  CONSEILS 
COMMUNAUTAIRES  LOCAUX,  APPLICABLE  DANS 
TOUS  LES  ARCHIDIOCESES  DE  L’EGLISE  SYRIAQUE 

ORTHODOXE  D’ANTIOCHE. 


CHAPITRE  1  :  DEFINITIONS 


Article  / 

Les  expressions  utilisees  dans  ce  statut  ont  les  significations  suivantes  : 

-  LE  CONSEIL  :  le  conseil  communautaire  local  au  siege  de  P  Archidiocese 
et  aux  autres  centres  dependant  de  V  Archidiocese. 

-  PRESIDENT  DU  CONSEIL  :  LArcheveque  ou  le  Vicaire  Patriarcal  au 
siege  de  V Archidiocese  et  dans  les  autres  centres  dependant  de  V  Archidio¬ 
cese. 

-  SIEGE  DE  L’ARCH  I  DIOCESE  :  la  ville  domicile  du  Metropolite  et  dont 
dependent  les  centres  des  autres  villes  et  leurs  Eglises. 

-  INSTITUTIONS  DE  L’ ARCHIDIOCESE  :  les  eglises,  les  ecoles, 
les  associations  et  institutions  deducation  chretienne,  de  bienfaisance, 
sociales,culturelles,  de  sante,  de  scoutisme  et  de  sport,  ainsi  que  tous  les 
comites  oeuvrant  au  sein  de  V  Archidiocese. 


CHAPITRE  II  :  CONSTITUTION  DU  CONSEIL 


A  rticle  2 

Le  conseil  est  une  personne  morale  qui  fonctionne  sous  la  presidence  du  Me¬ 
tropolite  ou  du  Vicaire  Patriarcal,  aux  centres  des  Archidioceses,  ainsi  que 
dans  les  autres  centres  dependant  des  Archidioceses.  Sa  mission  est  de  gerer 
les  affaires  administratives,  financieres  et  sociales,  et  de  veiller  a  rehausser 
son  niveau,  sauvegarder  ses  droits  et  de  se  soumettre  aux  decisions  prises 
par  le  Saint  Synode  sous  la  presidence  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche 


/<E> 
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D’ANTIOCHE. 


Ce  Reglement  a  ete  amende  et  adopte,  par  le  Saint  Synode  durant  sa  ses¬ 
sion  du  28  mars  au  03  avril  2000. 

II  comprend  aussi  Pamendement  par  le  Saint-Synode  des  articles  (22),  lors 

de  sa  session  du  09  au  12  septembre  2003, 
et  de  Particle  (9),  clause  (B),  alinea  (5),  lors  de  sa  session  extraordinaire  du 

13  Decembre  2005. 

Legalise  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  Mor  Ignatios  Zakka  Ier  1WAS, 

le  3 1  mars  2000 


Monastere  de  Saint  EPHREM  le  Syriaque,  Maarrat  Saydnaya,  SYRIE 
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CONCLUSION 


Article  157 

Est  nul  tout  article  qui  contrevient  aux  dispositions  de  la  presente  Consti¬ 
tution. 


Article  158 

La  presente  Constitution  entre  en  vigueur  a  partir  de  la  date  de  sa  ratification 
par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et  de  sa  publication. 


En  cas  de  litige  sur  V interpret 


ation,  le  texte  arabe  prime  sur  le  texte  fran- 


gais. 
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soit  car  l’Eglise  est  son  seul  heritier ;  ce  reglement  s’applique  egalement  a 
l’Archeveque  retraite  ;  apres  le  deces  de  PArcheveque  retraite  qui  n’est  plus 
en  charge  d’un  Archidiocese,  ses  biens  sont  partages  entre  le  Patriarcat  et  le 
Monastere  ou  il  a  etudie  ou  celui  ou  il  a  reside  lorsqu’il  etait  archeveque  ou 
moine. 


Article  154 

Si  un  moine  decede,  tout  ce  qu’il  possede  est  la  propriete  de  son  monastere 
ou  du  Patriarcat. 


Article  155 

IPEglise  syriaque  orthodoxe  d’Antioche  possede  des  eglises,  des  monas- 
teres,  des  sanctuaires,  des  cimetieres,  des  ecoles,  des  donations  perpetuelles 
(waqf)  qui  lui  reviennent  ainsi  que  tout  ce  qui  se  trouve  dans  ses  eglises  et 
ses  centres  et  qui  constitue  la  propriete  indubitable  de  PEglise  :  manuscrits, 
livres  imprimes,  vases  sacres,  ornements  sacerdotaux,  meubles  de  maison, 
mobilier  dans  les  demeures  du  Patriarcat  et  des  Archidioceses.  S’il  arrive 
qu’une  personne  ou  un  groupe  de  personnes  quittent  1  Eglise  pour  suivre 
une  confession  autre  qu’elle,  ils  n’ont  absolument  aucun  droit  de  revendi- 
quer  quoi  que  ce  soit  de  ce  qui  vient  d’etre  mentionne.  Toute  action  intentee 
par  quiconque,  une  personne  ou  un  groupe  (petit  ou  grand),  est  nulle  et  non 
avenue. 


Article  156 

Dans  PEglise  syriaque  orthodoxe  d’Antioche,  ses  Patriarches,  ses  Archeve- 
ques  et  tout  son  clerge  portent  des  vetements  particuliers  conformement  aux 
tennes  du  chapitre  neuf  de  la  presente  Constitution.  Si  une  personne  ou  un 
groupe  de  personnes  la  quittent  pour  suivre  une  confession  autre  qu’elle,  ils 
ne  sont  plus  en  droit  de  porter  le  vetement  susmentionne. 
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CHAPITRE  XIII  :  LE  DIMANCHE  ET  LES  FETES 


Article  150 

Doivent  etrc  respectes  le  jour  du  Seigneur  (le  dimanche)  et  les  fetes  du  Sei¬ 
gneur  suivantes  :  Noel,  Circoncision,  Epiphanie,  Presentation  de  Jesus  au 
Temple  et  Simeon  l’Ancien,  Annonciation,  Resurrection,  Dormition,  Trans¬ 
figuration  et  Exaltation  de  la  Croix,  ainsi  que  les  fetes  de  la  Sainte  Vierge 
et  cedes  des  Saints  imposees  par  PEglise.  Le  Metropolite  est  en  droit  de 
transferer  des  fetes  mineures  du  Seigneur  ou  d’autres  fetes  commemoratives 
a  des  jours  plus  adequats. 


CHAPITRE  XIV  :  ^HERITAGE  DU  CLERGE 


Article  151 

Le  Siege  Apostolique  syriaque  orthodoxe  d’Antioche  est  le  seul  heritier 
legitime  de  tout  le  patrimoine  constitue  de  biens  meubles  et  immeubles  du 
Patriarche  decede.  Ni  ses  parents  ni  aucune  autre  personne  ne  sont  en  droit 
de  pretendre  recevoir  la  moindre  part  de  cet  heritage.  Toute  action  intentee 
dans  ce  but  est  consideree  comme  nulle. 


Article  152 

II  convient  d'identifier  les  biens  du  Metropolite  des  son  sacre  car  il  detient  le 
droit  de  disposer  de  ses  biens  personnels  mais  point  de  ceux  de  PEveche  ou 
de  PArchidiocese.  Apres  son  deces,  les  biens  qu'il  a  acquis  sont  partages  a 
egalite  entre  le  Patriarcat  et  le  Siege  Apostolique.  Si  PEveque  a  des  enfants, 
ses  biens  meubles  sont  divises  a  egalite  entre  ses  enfants  et  le  Patriarcat.  Cet 
article  de  la  presente  Constitution  prime  sur  le  testament,  dans  le  cas  ou  les 
termes  du  testament  contrediraient  cette  disposition. 


Article  153 

Avant  son  sacre,  le  Metropolite  s'engage,  par  acte  legalise  devant  notaire  ou 
les  organes  officiels  competents  pour  la  legalisation  des  documents,  que  tons 
ses  biens,  ou  qifils  soient,  reviendront  apres  sa  mort,  a  egalite  au  Patriarcat 
et  a  PArchidiocese  qu'il  a  servi.  Nul  n'a  le  droit  de  revendiquer  quoi  que  ce 
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maine  de  la  Passion;  en  cas  d’urgence,  le  Metropolite  detient  seul  le  droit  de 
pennettre  la  celebration  et  la  benediction  des  ceremonies  nuptiales  pendant 
les  jeunes  des  Apotres  et  de  la  Sainte  Vierge. 
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CHAPITRE  XII  :  LE  SACREMENT  DU  MARIAGE 


Article  147 

a)  Le  mariage  dans  1’Eglise  syriaque  orthodoxe  est  un  saint  sacrement 
et  un  lien  legitime  entre  un  homme  et  une  femme,  fideles  syriaques 
orthodoxes.  Ce  mariage  est  conclu  par  la  benediction  du  pretre  de- 
signe  et  en  la  presence  de  temoins  chretiens  justes. 

b)  La  loi  sur  le  statut  personnel  de  l’Eglise  syriaque  orthodoxe  est 
appliquee  aux  questions  de  fian^ailles  et  de  mariage,  sur  les  diffe- 
rends  entre  epoux,  sur  toutes  les  questions  relatives  aux  pensions 
alimentaires,a  la  separation  de  corps,  a  Eannulation  et  la  dissolution 
du  mariage  et  au  divorce. 

c)  Chaque  Archidiocese  a  son  Tribunal  ecclesiastique  de  premiere  ins¬ 
tance  preside  par  le  Metropolite. 

d)  On  peut  interjeter  appel  des  jugements  du  Tribunal  ecclesiastique 
de  premiere  instance  devant  la  Cour  d’appel  ecclesiastique  qui  tient 
ses  seances  au  Siege  du  Patriarcat. 

e)  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  nomme  les  membres  de  la  Cour  d’appel 
ecclesiastique  presidee  par  un  Metropolite  et  dont  les  membres  sont 
deux  pretres. 

f)  Les  jugements  rendus  par  les  Tribunaux  ecclesiastiques  en  dernier 
ressort  de  premiere  instance  et  d’appel  sur  des  questions  de  divorce, 
de  dissolution  ou  d’annulation  du  mariage  ne  sont  executoires  que 
par  la  ratification  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

g)  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  a  le  droit  d’ordonner  un  nouveau  proces  en 
cas  de  jugements  illegaux  ou  de  jugements  non  ratifies  par  lui. 

h)  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  peut  deleguer  une  personne  pour  effectuer 
des  recherches  sur  les  violations  au  sein  des  Tribunaux  ecclesias¬ 
tiques  de  premiere  instance  dans  les  divers  Archidioceses  et  a  la 
Cour  d’appel  au  Siege  Patriarcal. 

Article  14H 

11  est  permis  de  contracter  un  mariage  si  1’une  des  deux  personnes  est  chre- 
tienne  non  syriaque  orthodoxe. 


Article  149 

II  est  interdit  de  benir  des  ceremonies  nuptiales  lors  du  jeune  de  Noel,  de 
Ninive,  pendant  la  premiere  semaine  du  careme  de  Paques  et  pendant  la  se- 
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Article  146 

Les  sept  sacrements  sont  parmi  les  graces  que  le  bon  Dieu  a  accordees  a 
l’Eglise,  ils  sont:  le  bapteme,  la  confirmation,  la  penitence  et  confession, 
feucharistie  sainte,  le  sacerdoce,  le  mariage  et  fonction  des  malades. 

Les  Metropolites  et  les  Archipretres  recommandent  aux  fideles  la  necessite 
de  recevoir  ces  saints  sacrements  et  les  encouragent  a  recevoir  le  sacrement 
de  fonction  des  malades  en  cas  de  besoin. 
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CHAPITRE  XI  :  LE  CAREME,  LA  PRIERE  ET  LES  SACREMENTS 


Article  140 

La  priere  est  une  obligatoire  pour  tous  lcs  fideles  des  deux  sexes,  matin  et 
soir.  Une  station  de  priere  comprend  les  trois  sanctus  et  la  priere  du  Seigneur, 
et  se  termine  ordinairement  par  le  symbole  de  foi  et  la  salutation  angelique. 
La  langue  syriaque  est  la  langue  liturgique  de  EEglise  syriaque  d'Antioche  ; 
cependant  les  langues  locales  peuvent  etre  utilisees. 

Article  141 

a)  Les  membres  du  clerge  de  tout  rang  sont  tenus  d 'observer  le  careme 
et  de  reciter  la  priere  eanonique,  y  compris  la  priere  journaliere  or¬ 
dinaire,  matin  et  soir.  Celui  qui  neglige  la  priere  sans  excuse  valable 
commet  un  peche. 

b)  Le  clerge  ainsi  que  les  fideles  doivent  obligatoirement  observer  les 
jeunes  canoniques. 


Article  142 

Le  sacrement  de  la  confession  est  obligatoirement  administre  a  tous  les 
membres  du  clerge  devant  le  pretre  legitime. 


Article  143 

Les  fideles,  hommes  et  femmes  d'age  adulte,  doivent  se  contesser  et  com- 
munier  au  moins  deux  fois  par  an  ;  ce  devoir  est  aussi  obligatoire  pour  le  par- 
rain  au  bapteme  et  pour  les  nouveaux  maries  avant  de  conelure  le  mariage. 


Article  144 

Un  pretre  est  autorise  a  celebrer  la  sainte  Liturgie  deux  fois  par  jour  dans  une 
meme  eglise  et  sur  un  meme  autel  a  condition  de  changer  la  tablette.  C'eci 
pour  la  bonne  edification  de  feglise. 


Article  145 

Le  Metropolite  de  EArchidiocese  a  le  droit  d'autoriser  la  communion  aux  fi¬ 
deles  suite  a  une  confession  collective  et  fobtention  de  V absolution  a  condi¬ 
tion  d’etre  a  jeun  pendant  au  moins  trois  heures  precedant  la  communion. 
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CHAPITRE  X  :  LE  MONACHISME 


Article  132 

Les  voeux  inonastiques  sont :  le  celibat  (la  chastete),  l’obeissance  et  la  pau- 
vrete  volontaire  ;  les  novices  des  deux  sexes  doivent  s’y  conformer. 

Article  133 

Un  novice  doit  etre  de  bonne  conduite  et  de  bonne  renommee.  II  ne  peut  por¬ 
ter  le  scheme  monastique  qu’apres  avoir  termine  la  periode  de  probation. 

Article  134 

Nul  ne  peut  revetir  le  scheme  monastique  avant  Page  de  vingt  ans  revolus. 

Article  135 

Un  novice  porte  1 ’habit  prevu  a  Particle  129  de  la  presente  Constitution. 

Article  136 

La  religieuse  revet  le  scheme  monastique  et  un  vetement  specific  dans  le 
reglement  de  son  lieu  de  residence. 

Article  137 

Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  est  le  chef  supreme  des  monasteres  et  des  centres 
monastiques  des  deux  sexes.  II  lui  revient  de  leur  nommer  des  superieurs 
ou  les  revoquer,  transferer  les  moines  et  les  religieuses  d’un  monastere  a  un 
autre  ou  d’une  residence  a  une  autre  a  la  connaissance  du  superieur  du  mo¬ 
nastere.  Aucun  monastere  ne  peut  etre  fonde  sans  son  autorisation. 

Article  138 

Un  moine  ne  peut  se  deplacer  d’un  pays  a  un  autre  sans  Pautorisation  de  Sa 
Saintete  le  Patriarche. 


Article  139 

Chaque  monastere  ou  congregation  a  son  propre  statut  qui  est  ratifie  par  Sa 
Saintete  le  Patriarche;  les  moines  et  les  religieuses  doivent  s’y  conformer. 
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CHAPITRE  IX  :  LES  VETEMENTS  DU  CLERGE 


Article  125 

Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  porte  une  soutane  pourpre  et  une  robe  (gultho)  noire 
aux  franges  pourpres,  une  eroix  et  deux  medaillons  (enkolpion)  pectoraux, 
le  scheme  monastique  et  un  eouvre-chef  [qaoug]. 

Article  126 

L’Archeveque  porte  une  soutane  pourpre  ou  noire  aux  franges  et  boutons 
rouges  et  un  manteau  (gultho)  noir  aux  franges  pourpres  avec  une  eroix  et  un 
medaillon  pectoraux,  le  scheme  monastique  et  un  couvre-chel  [qaoug]. 


Article  127 

a)  L’Archipretre  porte  une  eeinture  mauve,  une  soutane  noire  aux 
franges  mauve,  une  robe  (gultho)  noire  aux  boutons  mauves,  un 
chapeau  («  takhfifa  »)  noir  et  une  calotte  («  fir  »)  noire  sur  la  tete. 

b)  Si  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  decerne  une  eroix  a  un  Archipretre  sur 
proposition  de  son  Metropolite,  l’archipretre  peut  la  porter  seule- 
ment  quand  il  represente  le  Metropolite  de  PArchidiocese  dans  les 
occasions  officielles  et  lors  des  fetes  du  Seigneur. 


Article  12H 

Le  pretre  porte  une  soutane  noire,  une  robe  (gultho)  noire,  un  chapeau 
(«  takhfifa  »)  noir  et  une  calotte  («  fir  »)  noire  sur  la  tete. 


Article  129: 

Le  moine  porte  une  soutane  noire,  une  robe  (gultho)  noire,  un  scheme  sur  la 
tete  et  une  calotte  («  takhfifa  »)  noire.  Si  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  lui  decerne 
une  eroix,  il  la  porte  dans  les  occasions  officielles  et  les  fetes  du  Seigneur. 


Article  130 

Il  est  interdit  d’introduire  des  changements  dans  le  costume  ecclesiastique 
du  clerge. 


Article  131 

Le  clerge  peut  porter  des  vetements  particuliers  selon  les  regies  et  les  tradi¬ 
tions  du  clerge  du  pays  ou  il  se  trouve.  La  barbe  est  cependant  obligatoire 
pour  le  clerge  en  general. 
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Article  122 

Ne  peut  etre  ordonnee  diacre-chantre  celle  qui  n’a  pas  atteint  Page  de  quinze 
ans. 


Article  123 

Si  un  membre  du  clerge  renie  son  Eglise  et  suit  une  autre  confession  puis 
revient  au  bercail  apres  s’etre  repenti,  il  ne  peut  etre  promu  a  un  rang  plus 
eleve  que  celui  qu’il  occupait  lors  de  sa  desertion,  meme  s’  il  le  merite.  Celui 
qui  a  encouru  des  sanctions  ecclesiastiques  graves  ne  peut  faire  l’objet  d’une 
promotion. 


Article  124 

Si  un  ecclesiastique  est  incorpore  dans  V Eglise,  il  ne  peut  etre  promu  a  un 
rang  plus  eleve  que  celui  qu’il  occupait  sans  la  ratification  de  Sa  Saintete  le 
Patriarche. 
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Article  116 

Un  pretre  retraite  touche  une  pension  pour  subvenir  a  ses  besoin  scion  le  re- 
glement  de  P  Archidiocese  ou  il  a  exerce  ses  fonctions,  du  lieu  ou  il  cst  mis  a 
la  retraite  et  selon  le  pays  ou  il  vit.  La  pension  ccsse  s’il  exerce  ses  fonctions 
dans  un  autre  Archidiocese. 

Article  117 

En  cas  de  deces  du  pretre,  P  Archidiocese  se  charge  de  subvenir  aux  besoins 
de  sa  veuve  et  de  ses  enfants  mineurs  ;  a  cette  fin,  il  doit  veiller  a  beneficier 
de  tous  les  avantages  octroyes  par  les  reglements  et  lois  en  vigueur  dans  le 
pays  ou  ses  fonctions  ont  ete  exercees. 

Article  1 18 

Si  un  pretre  abandonne  son  eglise  en  signe  de  revolte  contre  son  Metropo- 
lite,  il  ne  peut  etre  accepte  dans  aucune  autre  eglise  et  il  encourt  des  sanc¬ 
tions  ecclesiastiques.  S’il  persiste,  il  re^oit  une  derniere  mise  en  garde  ;  s’il 
n’obtempere  pas,  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  le  depouiller  de  sa  pretrise  a  la 
demande  de  son  Metropolite. 


Article  119 

L’archipretre  est  le  premier  parmi  les  pretres.  Il  ne  reyoit  le  rang  d’archi- 
pretre  que  sur  demande  de  son  Metropolite  et  la  permission  formelle  de  Sa 
Saintete  le  Patriarche.  Il  faut  qu’il  ait  servi  en  tant  que  pretre  pendant  au 
moins  quinze  ans  sans  avoir  ete  l’objet  d’une  sanction  ecclesiastique  grave 
et  a  condition  qu'il  n'y  ait  pas  plus  d’un  archipretre  dans  une  meme  ville. 

Article  120 

Ne  peut  etre  ordonne  sous-diacre  que  celui  qui  a  atteint  Page  de  seize  ans. 
De  meme,  celui  qui  n’a  pas  atteint  Page  de  vingt  ans  ne  peut  etre  ordonne 
diacre;  de  plus,  le  diacre  est  soumis  a  la  condition  d' avoir  servi  dans  les 
rangs  mineurs  :  chantre,  lecteur  puis  sous-diacre. 

Article  121 

Ne  peut  etre  ordonne  archidiacre  que  celui  qui  a  atteint  Page  de  quarante  ans 
;  il  doit  etre  connu  pour  sa  bonne  conduite,  avoir  acquis  une  instruction  reli- 
gieuse  et  bien  connaitre  les  rites  liturgiques  ;  un  seul  archidiacre  est  autorise 
par  Archidiocese. 
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apres  presentation  des  documents  probants,  sans  quoi  il  encourt  une  mesure 
de  discipline  ecclesiastique.  Le  pretre  ne  peut  disposer  d'un  sceau  personnel 
ou  d’exemplaires  de  certificat  en  son  nom  sans  fautorisation  de  son  Metro- 
polite  et  ceci  en  cas  de  besoin  imperieux. 

Article  110 

Si  un  pretre  porte  prejudice  a  un  sacrement  de  fEglise,  ou  a  ses  lois  et  regies, 
ou  s’il  fait  preuve  d’une  mauvaise  conduite,  son  Archeveque  a  le  droit  de  le 
suspendre  et  de  lui  infliger  des  sanctions  ecclesiastiques.  Si  le  pretre  persiste 
dans  son  comportement  deviant,  creant  ainsi  des  doutes  dans  fEglise,  la 
question  est  soumise  a  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  qui  mandate  une  personne 
pour  enqueter  a  son  sujet  et  fecouter.  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  a  seul  le  droit 
de  degrader  et  d’excommunier  un  pretre. 

Article  111 

Un  pretre  ne  peut  donner  la  benediction  a  un  tidele  en  presence  de  Prelat. 

Article  112 

Un  pretre  ne  peut  etre  transfere  d'une  paroisse  a  une  autre  qu'en  cas  de  be¬ 
soin  imperieux  et  apres  Eapprobation  des  Metropolites  des  deux  Archidio- 
ceses  et  la  ratification  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

Article  113 

Un  pretre  est  considere  d’office  en  retraite  shl  atteint  Page  de  septante  ans 
;  le  Metropolite  est  en  droit  de  proroger  son  service  en  cas  de  besoin  et  en 
respectant  le  Code  civil  du  pays. 

Article  114 

Nul  pretre  demissionnaire  ne  peut  reprendre  du  service  dans  une  paroisse 
qu' apres  le  consentement  des  Metropolites  des  deux  Archidioceses  et  la  ra¬ 
tification  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

Article  115 

Un  pretre  legalement  retraite  pour  des  raisons  d'age  peut  servir  la  paroisse 
qui  le  choisit  et  ce  apres  f  acceptation  des  Metropolites  des  deux  Archidio¬ 
ceses  et  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 
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CHAPITRE  VIII  :  LES  PRETRES,  LES  DIACRES  ET 

LEURS  DEVOIRS 


Article  105 

L’ordination  d’un  pretre  exige  que  lc  candidat  soit  connu  pour  sa  piete  et  sa 
bonne  conduite  attentif,  zele,  en  bonne  sante  et  exempt  de  tout  vice.  II  doit 
avoir  etudie  la  sainte  Ecriture  et  ses  commentaires,  termine  ses  etudes  theo- 
logiques,  lu  quelques  livres  des  Peres  de  PEglise,  le  droit  canon,  les  lois  de 
PEglise  et  sa  doctrine  ;  il  doit  aussi  avoir  etudie  la  langue  syriaque  et  celle 
du  pays  pour  lequel  il  a  ete  ordonne  et  connaitre  suffisamment  les  rites  de 
PEglise  et  la  musique  liturgique  ;  le  candidat  ne  peut  etre  marie  qu’une  seule 
fois. 


Article  106 

L’ordination  d  un  pretre  exige  que  le  candidat  ait  atteint  l  age  de  vingt-trois 


ans  revolus. 


Article  107 

Un  pretre  est  ordonne  pour  servir  une  eglise  determinee  par  election  canoni- 
que  et  il  s’engage  a  la  servir  a  plein  temps  ;  le  nombre  de  pretres  a  ordonner 
ne  doit  pas  depasser  les  besoins  de  PEglise  ;  en  cas  de  besoin,  il  est  permis 
d’ordonner  un  pretre  sans  engagement  a  plein  temps  conformement  au  Re- 
glement  en  vigueur. 


Article  I  Off 

Les  taches  du  pretre  consistent  a  administrer  les  sacrements  de  PEglise  avec 
piete  et  respect,  precher  aux  fideles,  leur  rendre  visite  chez  eux  pour  leur  en- 
seigner  les  principes  chretiens  ;  il  doit  egalement  visiter  les  malades,  recon- 
cilier  les  personnes  en  dispute,  leur  conseiller  de  recevoir  les  saints  sacre¬ 
ments,  rechercher  les  pauvres  qui  vivent  dans  le  besoin  et  s’occuper  d'eux, 
suivre  la  marche  de  la  paroisse  et  surtout  des  jeunes,  et  donner  aux  fideles 
le  bon  exemple. 


Article  109 

Un  pretre  ne  peut  conclure  un  contrat  ou  benir  une  ceremonie  de  noces  sans 
la  pennission  du  Metropolite  ou  de  son  representant  en  son  absence,  et  ce 
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d)  d)  examiner  les  heresies  religieuses  et  les  violations  des  traditions 
et  des  regies  de  l’Eglise,  juger  les  contrevenants,  ecclesiastiques  ou 
laics,  et  prendre  a  leur  egard  des  mesures  disciplinaires. 

Article  104 

a)  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  ne  peut  etre  traduit  devant  le  Saint  Synode 
afin  d’y  etre  interroge,  sauf  si  les  deux  tiers  des  membres  de  ce 
dernier  deposent  une  demande  formelle  justifiee  aupres  des  trois 
Metropolites  les  plus  anciens  du  Saint  Synode. 

b)  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  ne  peut  etre  traduit  devant  le  Saint-Synode 
dans  le  but  d’etre  revoque  sans  l’approbation  des  deux  tiers  des 
membres  du  Saint-Synode. 

c)  Si  le  Saint  Synode  ne  parvient  pas  a  arreter  une  decision  apres  un 
mois,  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  est  considere  comme  innocent  d'of- 
fice  sans  qu'il  y  ait  besoin  de  prendre  une  decision  a  ce  sujet. 

d)  Le  Saint  Synode  prononce  son  jugement  au  sujet  du  Patriarche 
conformement  aux  regies  et  aux  lois  ecclesiastiques  ;  ce  jugement 
est  adopte  par  la  majorite  des  deux  tiers  des  membres  presents. 
S’il  est  condamne  et  destitue  de  son  poste,  le  Siege  Apostolique 
est  considere  comme  vacant.  Dans  ce  cas,  sont  appliquees  les  dis¬ 
positions  des  articles  qui  traitent  de  l’election  du  «locum  tenens 
patriarcal»  et  du  nouveau  Patriarche  conformement  aux  articles  de 
la  presente  Constitution 
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CHAPITRE  VII  :  LE  SAINT  SYNODE 


Article  9H 

Le  Saint  Synodc  est  constitue  dc  tous  les  Metropolites  des  Archidioceses 
du  Siege  Pastoral  d’Antioche,  des  Metropolites  Vieaires  Patriareaux  et  de 
l’Auxiliaire  Patriareal  ;  il  est  preside  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 


Article  99 

Une  fois  tous  les  deux  ans  et  au  hesoin,  le  Saint  Synode  se  reunit  suite  a  une 
convocation  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et  sous  sa  presidence.  Si  Sa  Saintete 
le  Patriarche  ne  convoque  pas  le  Saint  Synode  durant  trois  sessions  consecu- 
tives  dans  les  conditions  normales,  le  Saint-Synode  se  tient  d’oltice  sous  la 
presidence  du  Metropolite  le  plus  ancien. 


Article  100 

En  cas  de  besoin,  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  convoque  a  un  Synode  General 
auquel  participent  tous  les  membres  des  deux  Synodes  de  Damas  et  des  hi¬ 
des,  sous  la  presidence  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche;  y  participe  egalement  Sa 
Beatitude  le  Catholicos  s'  il  est  present. 


Article  101 

Si  un  Metropolite  est  absent  lors  des  seances  du  Saint  Synode  sans  excuse 
legitime,  il  reyoit  un  avertissement  de  la  part  du  Saint  Synode  ;  si  ce  t ait  se 
repete,  le  Saint-Synode  prend  a  son  egard  les  mesures  appropriees. 


Article  102 

Le  quorum  est  valablement  atteint  en  presence  des  deux-tiers  de  ses  mem¬ 
bres  ;  ses  decisions  sont  considerees  executoires  si  elles  sont  prises  a  la 
majorite  des  voix. 


Article  103 

Le  Saint-Synode  jouit  des  pouvoirs  suivants; 

a)  dire  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et  l'introniser; 

b)  donner  son  consentement  au  candidat  propose  par  Sa  Saintete  le 
Patriarche  a  l’episcopat ; 

c)  enqueter  sur  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et  les  Metropolites  et  les  juger 
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le  controle  direct  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  ; 

c)  II  inspecte  PArchidiocese,  visite  les  fideles  et  s’acquitte  des  taches 
ecclesiastiques  ; 

d)  II  delivre  tous  les  certificats  issus  par  le  Vicariat  Patriarcal  a  Da- 
mas. 

e)  II  conserve  tous  les  registres  propres  a  PArchidiocese  ; 

f)  son  nom  est  commemore  apres  celui  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche 
dans  les  eglises  de  PArchidiocese  Patriarcal  de  Damas  ;  il  prend 
place  a  droite  du  saint  autel ; 

g)  Toutes  les  decisions  prises  au  conseil  pastoral  au  sein  de  rArchi¬ 
diocese  Patriarcal  de  Damas  doivent  etre  ratifiees  par  Sa  Saintete  le 
Patriarche. 
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CHAPITRE  VI  :  L’AUXILIAIRE  PATRIARCAL  ET  LE  VICAI- 
RE  PATRIARCAL  AU  SIEGE  APOSTOLIQUE  D'ANTIOCHE 


Article  95 

L’Auxiliaire  Patriarcal  et  le  Vicaire  Patriarcal  sont  nommes  a  Damas  sur 
proposition  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et  apres  ratification  par  le  Saint-Sy- 
node  ;  ils  re^oivent  le  rang  de  Metropolite  et  jouissent  des  memes  droits  que 
les  autres  Metropolites. 


Article  96 

L'Auxiliaire  Patriarcal  detient  les  pouvoirs  suivants  : 

a)  presider  la  Cour  d'appel  ecclesiastique  ;  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche 
est  neanmoins  en  droit  de  confier  cette  fonction  a  un  autre  Metropo- 
lite  de  son  choix.  Le  President  de  la  Cour  d' Appel  doit  informer  Sa 
Saintete  le  Patriarche  de  chaque  proces  ;  nulle  decision  preliminaire 
ou  en  dernier  ressort  if est  prise  sans  son  approbation  ; 

b)  controler  le  Secretariat  patriarcal  et  gerer  ses  affaires  tinancieres, 
reglementaires  et  internes; 

c)  etre  delegue  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche,  au  besoin,  pour  inspecter 
les  activites  des  Vicariats  patriarcaux,  les  eglises  dirigees  directe- 
ment  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et  d'autres  Archidioceses. 

d)  Son  nom  est  commemore  apres  celui  du  Vicaire  Patriarcal  dans  les 
eglises  de  l’Archidiocese  Patriarcal  de  Damas;  il  s'assoit  directe- 
ment  a  gauche  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

e)  En  general,  il  execute  les  missions  et  les  actes  qui  Ini  sont  conties 
par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  a  charge  de  les  mener  a  bien  sous  le 
controle  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

0  Legaliser  au  nom  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  les  certificats  delivres 
par  les  Archidioceses. 


Article  97: 

Les  pouvoirs  du  Vicaire  Patriarcal  a  Damas  sont  : 

a)  la  presidence  du  Tribunal  ecclesiastique  de  premiere  instance  de  Da 
mas; 

b)  la  presidence  du  conseil  local  de  l’Archidiocese  patriarcal,  repre- 
sentant  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  ;  il  compose  le  conseil  local  sous 
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Article  90 

Ne  peut  etre  sacre  Metropolite  celui  qui  n’a  pas  trente  ans  revolus. 

Article  91 

Si  un  Archidiocese  rf  arrive  pas  a  elire  un  Metropolite  dans  les  six  mois  qui 
suivent  la  vacance  de  son  siege,  et  si  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  propose  plus 
d  une  personne  pour  cette  responsabilite,  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  est  alors 
en  droit  avec  le  Saint  Synode  de  lui  en  choisir  un  et  le  consacrer  apres  avoir 
pris  les  mesures  canoniques  conformement  a  la  presente  Constitution. 

Article  92 

Si  pendant  un  delai  de  trois  mois  suivant  sa  nomination,  le  nouveau  Metro¬ 
polite  ne  rejoint  pas  le  siege  de  V Archidiocese  pour  lequel  il  est  nomme  - 
saut  excuse  legitime  le  Saint  Synode  reexamine  son  cas. 

Article  93 

Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  nomme  LAuxiliaire  Patriarcal  et  les  Vicaires  Pa- 
triarcaux  pour  la  Curie  Patriarcale  ou  pour  les  Archidioceses  vacants  ;  s’il 
est  necessaire,  il  peut  designer  Pun  d’entre  eux  en  tant  que  Metropolite  si  le 
Saint  Synode  y  consentement. 


Article  94 

Le  nouveau  Metropolite  doit  ecrire  a  tous  les  Metropolites  pour  leur  deman- 
der  Lechange  de  profession  de  foi. 
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Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarchc  qui  ecrit  une  lettre  aux  Metropolites  dans  un  delai 
d’une  semaine  suivant  la  date  du  rapport  pour  leur  demander  leur  avis. 


Article  84 

Des  la  vacance  de  EArchidiocese,  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  designe  un  Ln- 
voye  Patriarcal  pour  gerer  les  affaires  de  EArchidiocese. 


Article  85 

L’Envoye  Patriarcal  ne  peut  s’absenter  de  EArchidiocese  sans  Eautorisation 
de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et  seulement  pour  une  duree  tres  courte  ;  il  ne 
peut  proceder  a  des  modifications  au  sein  de  EArchidiocese,  remplacer  les 
employes  ou  leur  accorder  une  promotion,  ni  nommer  un  pretre  dans  EAr¬ 
chidiocese,  ni  disposer  de  ses  biens  ;  mais  il  prend  en  charge  avec  precision 
la  gestion  des  comptes  concernant  les  revenus  et  depenses  pour  les  confier 
au  nouveau  Metropolite. 


Article  86 

Le  Metropolite  est  choisi  parmi  les  moines-pretres  ;  il  est  propose  par  Sa 
Saintete  le  Patriarche  et  est  elu  a  la  majorite  par  le  clerge  et  les  fideles  de 
EArchidiocese  auquel  il  est  destine  ;  si  les  fideles  ify  parviennent  pas,  le 
clerge  de  EArchidiocese,  ses  conseils  pastoraux  locaux,  ses  institutions  ec- 
clesiastiques  et  ses  comites  competents  elisent  le  Metropolite  ;  son  nom  est 
communique  a  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  qui  consulte  obligatoirement  les 
membres  du  Saint  Synode.  S'il  obtient  la  majorite  de  leurs  votes,  Sa  Saintete 
le  Patriarche  le  sacre  et  les  Metropolites  echangent  avec  lui  la  profession  de 
foi. 


Article  87 

Si  le  candidat  est  pretre  veuf,  il  est  sacre  Eveque. 

Article  88 

Le  Metropolite  est  elu  parmi  les  moines-pretres  connus  pour  leur  bonne 
conduite,  leur  competence,  leurs  etudes  de  theologie  et  de  langue  syriaque, 
et  leur  attachement  a  la  vraie  foi. 


Article  89 

Les  Metropolites  titulaires  (sans  Archidiocese)  peuvent  etre  proposes  coni¬ 
ine  candidats  pour  les  Archidioceses  vacants. 
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CHAPITRE  V  :  SELECTION  DU  METROPOLITE 


Article  78 

L’Archidiocese  est  considere  vacant  dans  les  cas  suivants  : 

a)  le  deces; 

b)  la  demission,  la  revocation  ou  la  retraite; 

c)  Eincapacite  permanente. 

Article  79 

F.n  cas  de  deces,  les  pretres  et  le  conseil  pastoral  local  avisent  Sa  Saintete 
lc  Patriarche  et  les  autorites  civiles,  cachetent  a  la  cire  rouge  Pheritage  du 
defunt,  dressent  un  proces-verbal  a  cet  effet  et  y  apposent  leurs  signatures. 

Article  80 

En  cas  de  demission  ou  de  retraite,  le  Metropolite  soumet  a  Sa  Saintete  le 

Patriarche  une  lettre  formelle  de  demission  ou  de  retraite  pour  etre  examinee 
par  le  Saint  Synode. 


Article  81 

En  cas  d  incapacity  permanente,  le  Metropolite  soumet  a  Sa  Saintete  le  Pa- 

tnarche  une  lettre  formelle  de  demission  signee  par  les  pretres  et  les  conseils 

pastoraux  locaux  pour  etre  examinee  par  le  Saint  Synode.  S’il  ne  presente 

pas  sa  demission,  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  peut  examiner  la  question  par 
voie  legale. 


Article  82 

Lorsque  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  reqoit  la  notification  du  deces,  il  Pannonce 
a  tous  les  Archeveques  du  Siege  d'Antioche  et  se  rend  personnel lement  ou 
depeche  un  representant  et  un  ensemble  de  Metropolites  au  Siege  de  PAr- 
chidiocese  pour  celebrer  un  office  funebre  et  prier  pour  l’ame  du  defunt. 

Article  83 

En  cas  de  demission  et  d’incapacite  permanente,  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche 
depeche  une  delegation  presidee  par  un  Metropolite  pour  enqueter  et  tenter 
de  le  convaincre  de  retirer  sa  demission  ou  de  confirmer  Pincapacite  per¬ 
manente  avec  Passistance  de  trois  experts  ;  un  rapport  fonnel  est  soumis  a 
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c) 


d) 


e) 

0 


Se  charger  de  construire  des  eglises,  fonder  des  ecoles  syriaques, 
des  d’education  religieuse  (chretienne)  et  des  institutions  ecclesias- 
tiques  au  sein  de  son  Archidiocese  et  les  aider  a  s’ameliorer. 
Former  les  candidats  choisis  pour  entrer  dans  la  sainte  vie  clericale, 
celebrer  la  Liturgie  et  les  services  religieux  et  s'acquitter  des  obli¬ 
gations  sacerdotales. 

Tenir  un  registre  special  des  ecclesiastiques  de  son  Archidiocese 


contenant  toutes  les  informations  sur  chacun  d’entre  eux. 
Soumettre  a  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche,  avant  la  session  ordinaire  du 
Saint-Synode  un  rapport  ecrit  et  detaille  sur  son  Archidiocese. 


Article  77 

Pour  commencer  une  lettre  adressee  a  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche,  le  Metro- 
polite  utilise  la  formule  suivante  :  «  Je  baise  votre  main  droite....  »  ;  il  la 
conclut  par  «  Votre  Fils  spirituel . . . .  ». 
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Article  74 

Dans  son  Archidiocese,  le  Metropolite  est  responsable  devant  Sa  Saintete  le 
Patriarche  et  le  Saint-Synode  de  toute  infraction  a  la  Constitution  de  PEglise 
ou  de  tout  refus  d’execution  des  decisions  du  Saint-Synode  d’Antioche  ;  il 
est  egalement  responsable  de  toutes  les  publications  religieuses  dans  son 
Archidiocese. 

Article  75 

a)  Le  Metropolite  doit  obligatoirement  commemorer  le  nom  de  Sa 
Saintete  le  Patriarche  lors  de  la  Liturgie  ou  lors  de  la  celebration 
des  services  religieux  ;  il  cominemore  egalement  ses  freres  les  Me- 
tropolites  dans  ses  prieres. 

b)  Il  doit  repondre  aux  demandes  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et  colla- 
borer  avec  ses  freres  les  Metropolites  dans  la  mesure  de  ses  possi¬ 
bility  et  dans  Pinteret  de  PEglise. 

c)  Il  assiste  obligatoirement  aux  seances  ordinaires  et  extraordinaires 
du  Saint  Synode.  Une  excuse  legale  est  requise  en  cas  d’absence. 

d)  Il  demande  a  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  Pautorisation  de  se  rendre  au 
Siege  Patriarcal  ou  dans  tout  autre  Archidiocese  en  dehors  de  son 
pays.  Il  avise  le  Metropolite  des  son  arrivee. 

e)  Il  ne  peut  negocier  avec  les  Chefs  des  Eglises,  des  autres  religions 
ou  des  institutions  religieuses  des  questions  ecclesiastiques  ou  spi- 
rituelles  qu’avec  la  permission  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

f)  Il  n'est  en  droit  d'octroyer  des  prets,  d’en  contracted  d’avaliser  ou 
de  mandater  dans  des  affaires  concemant  les  biens  de  PArchidioce- 
se,  des  Eglises,  des  associations  ou  des  institutions  de  bienfaisance 
que  par  decision  prise  au  Conseil  local  et  approuvee  par  Sa  Saintete 
le  Patriarche. 

g)  Il  ne  peut  echanger,  hypothequer  ou  vendre  une  des  possessions 
de  PArchidiocese,  des  eglises,  des  associations  ou  des  institutions 
de  bienfaisance  que  par  le  consentement  du  Conseil  local  et  de  Sa 
Saintete  le  Patriarche. 


Article  76 

Le  Metropolite  se  charge  des  questions  suivantes  : 

a)  Visiter  frequemment  les  fideles  de  PArchidiocese. 

b)  Controler  le  recensement  et  Penregistrement  des  fideles  de  son  Ar¬ 
chidiocese  dans  les  registres  officiels. 
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Article  70 

a)  Un  Metropolite nepeut  agirdans  un  autre  Archidiocese  que  le  sien.  II 
ne  peut  non  plus  y  exercer  les  fonctions  ecclesiastiques  sans  Tauto- 
risation  et  P  approbation  de  PArcheveque  du  dit  Archidiocese. S’il 
procede  a  des  ordinations,  el  les  sont  nulles  et  1’ affaire  sera  portee 
devant  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

b)  Un  Metropolite  doit  recevoir  Pautorisation  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Pa¬ 
triarche  pour  voyager  en  dehors  de  son  Archidiocese  afin  de  partici- 
per  a  des  reunions  generates,  locales,  regionales  on  internationales. 
A  son  retour  dans  son  Archidiocese,  il  doit  presenter  au  Patriarche 
un  rapport  ecrit  de  sa  mission. 

Article  71 

Un  Metropolite  ne  peut  nommer  son  successeur  pour  quelles  que  raisons 
que  ce  soit ;  en  cas  de  necessite,  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et  le  Saint-Synode 
peuvent  lui  nommer  un  Assistant  ;  il  est  cependant  convenable  que  cette 
nomination  re^oive  V approbation  du  Metropolite. 

Article  72 

a)  S'il  est  prouve  qu’un  Metropolite  se  laisse  soudoyer  pour  exercer 
un  acte  de  sa  competence,  il  est  suspendu  d’office  de  sa  fonction 
pour  une  periode  d'au  moins  deux  mois,  par  decision  de  Sa  Saintete 
le  Patriarche  et  les  actes  litigieux  sont  absolument  nuls;  la  question 
est  alors  soumise  au  Saint  Synode. 

b)  Tout  Metropolite  ayant  agi  contre  la  reputation  morale  ou  civique 
de  la  communaute  ou  porte  atteinte  a  ses  interets  materiels  dans  le 
but  d’en  tirer  un  profit  materiel  et  personnel,  est  suspendu  de  sa 
fonction  par  decision  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche,  et  le  Metropolite 
en  question  comparait  au  Tribunal,  devant  le  Saint-Synode. 


Article  73 

Le  Metropolite  doit  signer  un  acte  devant  un  notaire  ou  devant  Tautorite 
publique  dument  competente.  Il  y  declare  que  tous  les  biens  meubles  ou 
immeubles  qu'il  possede  partout  ou  ils  se  trouvent,  seront  di vises  entre  T  Ar¬ 
chidiocese  et  le  Patriarcat  apres  sa  mort  et  que  personne  ne  sera  en  droit 
d’y  pretendre,  d’autant  plus  que  le  Metropolite  n’a  d’autres  heritiers  que 
TEglise. 
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Article  63 

Un  Metropolite  ne  pout  administrer  plus  d'un  seul  Archidiocese  ;  Sa  Saintete 
le  Patriarche  ou  le  Saint  Synode  peuvent  cependant  le  charger  d’administrer 
provisoirement  un  autre  Archidiocese. 

Article  64 

Si  un  Metropolite  est  transfere  canoniquement  d’un  Archidiocese  a  un  autre, 
il  prendra  avec  lui  tout  ce  qui  lui  appartient. 

Article  65 

Un  Metropolite  doit  pratiquer  regulierement  le  jeune,  reciter  ses  prieres,  pre- 
cher,  guider,  faire  l’aumone;  il  doit  donner  le  bon  exemple  au  clerge  mais 
aussi  aux  fideles  pour  l’edification  de  l’Eglise. 

Article  66 

Chaque  Metropolite  peut  avoir  un  ou  plusieurs  conseils  pastoraux  sous  sa 
presidence  ou  sous  celle  de  ses  vices-presidents  pendant  son  absence  confor- 
mement  au  Reglement  uni  fie  des  conseils  communautaires  locaux. 

Article  67 

Chaque  Metropolite  preside  un  conseil  de  pretres  qui  s’occupe  des  questions 
spirituelles  de  L  Archidiocese. 


Article  68 

Chaque  Metropolite  garde  dans  son  siege  les  livres  manuscrits  ou  imprimes, 
les  registres,  les  objets  du  culte,  les  ettets  acquis,  les  titres  de  propriete,  les 
actes  de  donation  revenant  a  V Archidiocese  suivant  des  registres  dument 
dresses;  une  liste  en  est  transmise  au  Patriarcat. 

Article  69 

Le  Metropolite  ne  peut  accepter  un  inoine  a  moins  que  ce  dernier  ne  pos- 
sede  une  attestation  de  son  superieur  spirituel;  il  ne  peut,  non  plus,  accepter 
un  pretre  sans  certificat  de  l’Archeveque  de  l’Archidiocese  auquel  il  appar¬ 
tient. 
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Article  58 

Si  un  Metropolite  est  trop  age  ou  se  trouve  incapable  de  servir  son  Archi¬ 
diocese  pour  une  raison  quelconque,  s' i  1  demissionne  ou  passe  a  la  retraite, 
P  Archidiocese  qu'il  a  servi  lui  assure  les  moyens  de  vivre  correctement  ; 
mais  Pendroit  de  sa  residence  est  decide  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

Article  59 

a)  Si  un  Metropolite  est  accuse  d'avoir  agi  contre  la  foi,  les  traditions 
ou  la  Constitution  de  PEglise,  la  plainte  est  attentivement  etudiee 
par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  qui  charge  une  commission  episco- 
pale  pour  enqueter.  En  cas  d’existence  de  preuves  convaincantes 
sur  le  fondement  de  la  plainte,  P accuse  est  convoque  par  Sa  Sain¬ 
tete  le  Patriarche  pour  Pinterroger  personnellement,  le  suspendre 
et  lui  prodiguer  ensuite  des  conseils.  S' il  revient  sur  son  attitude 
et  se  montre  dispose  au  repentir  et  a  Pobeissance,  Sa  Saintete  le 
Patriarche  lui  impose  des  sanctions  avant  de  le  renvoyer  dans  son 
Archidiocese. 

b)  Si  le  Metropolite,  sujet  de  la  plainte,  persiste  dans  son  attitude,  il  est 
assigne  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  devant  le  Saint-Synode  pour  le 
juger  et  le  sanctionner  comme  il  convient. 

c)  S'il  revient  sur  son  attitude,  la  sanction  est  revisee  par  le  Saint-Sy¬ 
node  et  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

Article  60 

Si  le  Metropolite  intlige  des  sanctions  ecclesiastiques  a  Pun  de  ses  Pretres,  il 
en  avise  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche,  expliquant  les  causes  des  sanctions. 

Article  61 

Est  nul  le  temoignage  du  pretre  ou  du  diacre  qui  depose  une  plainte  contre 
son  Metropolite  pour  Pavoir  chatie  pour  mauvaise  conduite. 


Article  62 

Les  Metropolites  qui  se  presentent  a  Peglise  doivent  prendre  place  selon  la  date 
de  leur  sacre  ;  ils  font  de  meme  au  sein  du  Saint  Synode;  un  Eveque  ne  peut 
avoir  preseance  sur  son  Metropolite  dans  un  concile  meme  si  la  consecration 
de  ce  dernier  est  plus  recente,  a  moins  que  P Eveque  ne  soit  dans  son  propre 
Archidiocese. 
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a  Pexecution  des  projets  au  sein  de  LArchidiocese  qui  ont  obtenu 
force  executoire  par  la  ratification  du  Metropolite.  Une  copie  est 
envoyee  a  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  pour  information. 

b)  Au  terme  de  chaque  annee  fiscale,  un  bilan  est  dresse  pour  inscrire 
les  revenus  peryus,  les  depenses  effectuees  dans  les  limites  des  cre¬ 
dits  du  budget  et  les  modes  de  depenses  dument  effectues  et  pour 
definir  le  solde  reporte  a  la  prochaine  annee  fmanciere.  Le  budget 
a  force  executoire  et  definitive  apres  approbation  du  Metropolite  ; 
une  copie  en  est  transmise  a  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

c)  Les  allocations  stipulees  au  budget  comme  allocations  personnelles 
du  Metropolite  destinees  a  lui  assurer  un  niveau  de  vie  respectable 
et  confortable,  une  apparence  convenable,  un  aspect  qui  convient 
a  la  position  de  la  communaute  sont  considerees  comme  un  droit 
pour  le  Metropolite  de  les  depenser  entierement  ou  une  partie  seu- 
lement.  II  a  le  droit  de  les  garder  pour  lui-meme  ou  de  les  rendre  a 
la  caisse  de  LArchidiocese. 

d)  Si  le  Metropolite  depose  P argent  de  LArchidiocese  dans  les  ban- 
ques,  il  doit  communiquer  a  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  les  numeros 
de  compte  et  le  nom  des  banques  ou  les  valeurs  sont  deposees. 

e)  Un  Metropolite  n’a  le  droit  de  vendre  en  totalite  ou  en  partie  les 
biens  revenant  a  LArchidiocese,  de  les  assujettir  a  des  droits  reels, 
de  les  mettre  en  gage  ou  les  hypothequer  qu’apres  approbation  de 
Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  suite  a  une  etude  detaillee  qui  justifie  de 
tels  actes. 


Article  56 

Le  Metropolite  s’assure  du  bon  choix  des  pretres  qu’il  ordonnera  conforme- 
ment  aux  dispositions  de  LEglise  et  a  ses  traditions  apres  approbation  de  Sa 
Saintete  le  Patriarche. 


Article  57 

Le  Metropolite  peut  presenter  sa  demission  a  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et 
demander  sa  retraite  a  Page  de  septante  ans.  A  Page  de  septante-cinq  ans,  la 
retraite  est  obligatoire  ;  en  cas  de  besoin,  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  a  le  droit 
de  prolonger  sa  charge  episcopale  meme  si  le  Metropolite  a  deja  atteint  Page 
mentionne. 
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Saintcte  le  Patriarche. 

h)  Dans  toutes  ses  actions  et  ses  di verses  activites,  le  Metropolite  reste 
sous  le  controle  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 


Article  51 

L’Archidiocese  assure  a  f  Archeveque  ses  droits  pastoraux  selon  la  coutu- 
me. 


Article  52 

Si  un  Metropolite  se  presente  dans  une  eglise  en  presence  ou  en  l’absence 
du  Metropolite  titulaire,  on  commemore  son  nom  apres  celui  du  titulaire 
pendant  la  Liturgie  et  les  prieres  canoniques. 

Article  53 

Nul  ifest  en  droit  de  construire  ou  restaurer  une  eglise  ou  un  autel  dans  fAr¬ 
chidiocese  sans  en  recevoir  l’ordre  de  son  Metropolite. 

Article  54 

L’organisme  administratif  et  financier  dans  f  Archidiocese  se  charge,  sous  le 
controle  de  son  Eminence  le  Metropolite,  de  dresser  les  registres  et  les  actes 
suivants  : 

1.  les  registres  officiels  signes  et  scelles  avec  le  sceau  de  f  Archidio¬ 
cese  oil  Ton  constate  les  faits  du  bapteme,  des  fiangailles,  du  ma¬ 
nage,  du  deces,  du  testament,  des  biens  ainsi  que  les  divers  contrats 
et  actes,  y  compris  les  legs. 

2.  les  registres  et  actes  financiers  qui  component  tous  les  actifs  de 
fArchidiocese,  ses  depenses  et  revenus  conformement  aux  princi- 
pes  de  la  comptabilite. 

3.  Les  eglises  attachees  a  fArchidiocese  dressent  les  memes  actes 
sous  le  controle  du  pretre  et  sous  sa  responsabilite. 


Article  55 

a)  Les  organismes  de  fArchidiocese  effectuent  sous  le  controle  du 
Metropolite,  un  projet  de  budget  oil  sont  detail  lees  les  ressources 
prevues,  tels  les  revenus,  les  droits  pastoraux  que  fon  doit  au  Me¬ 
tropolite  et  les  divers  droits  perqus  dans  les  eglises  de  son  Archidio¬ 
cese;  sont  detaillees  egalement  les  depenses  prevues  ou  necessaires 
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CHAPITRE  IV  :  LE  METROPOLITE 


Article  50 

a)  Le  Metropolite  preside  T  Archidiocese  ;  il  ordonne  ses  pretres,  ses 
diacres,  sacre  les  autels,  les  temples  et  les  tablettes,  benit  les  saints 
sacrements,  Thuile  sainte  du  bapteme,  l’huile  sainte  pour  1’onction 
des  malades  ;  il  gere  les  affaires  spirituel les,  administratives,  et  fi¬ 
nanciers  et  est  en  charge  de  ses  biens  et  ses  proprietes. 

b)  11  preside  les  conseils  pastoraux  dans  T  Archidiocese,  constitues  se- 
lon  leurs  lois  particulieres.  Il  vei lie  a  etablir  des  associations  et  des 
institutions  religieuses,  des  institutions  de  bienfaisance,  sociales, 
culturelles  et  educatives.  Il  accepte  1’apport  des  fideles  en  vue  d’ac- 
complir  la  mission  de  TEglise  ;  il  promulgue,  en  collaboration  avec 
des  experts  qu’il  juge  convenables,  les  reglements  et  lois  locales 
qui  auront  force  executoire  apres  avoir  ete  approuves  par  Sa  Sain- 
tete  le  Patriarche. 

c)  Il  prend  en  consideration  la  necessite  d’unifier  les  reglements  et 
lois  locales  dans  un  meme  pays  ou  dans  une  meme  region. 

d)  Il  preside  le  tribunal  ecclesiastique  de  premiere  instance  dans  son 
Archidiocese  ;  il  lui  revient  de  nommer  un  ou  plusieurs  conseillers 
juridiques  pour  lui  donner  des  avis  canoniques  ;  les  jugements  ren- 
dus  par  le  Tribunal  ecclesiastique  de  premiere  instance  sont  sus- 
ceptibles  d’appel  devant  la  Cour  d’appel  ecclesiastique  au  siege  du 
Patriarcat.  Un  jugement  d’annulation,  de  dissolution  de  mariage  ou 
de  divorce  n’est  executable  que  s'il  est  indubitablement  valable  sur 
le  plan  juridique  et  qu’il  est  confinne  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

e)  L’Archeveque  detient  le  droit  de  transferer,  au  besoin,  des  pretres 
d'une  eglise  a  une  autre  dans  le  cadre  de  son  Archidiocese  et  de 
sanctionner  les  refractaires  conformement  a  la  discipline  ecclesias¬ 
tique. 

0  II  controle  les  activites  des  associations,  institutions  de  bienfaisan¬ 
ce,  comites  et  cercles  de  T Archidiocese. 

g)  Il  demande  a  chacun  des  pretres  de  son  Archidiocese  de  lui  soumet- 
tre  un  rapport  annuel  ecrit  sur  les  activites  dans  sa  paroisse,  ainsi 
que  des  listes  adequates  des  naissances,  baptemes,  actes  de  mariage 
et  de  deces.  Son  Eminence  transmet  une  copie  de  ce  rapport  a  Sa 
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Article  47 

Une  fois  la  demission  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  acceptee,  le  Saint-Synode 
s’ engage  a  lui  assurer  une  demeure  convenable  et  a  lui  garantir  les  moyens 
de  vivre  et  les  soins  medicaux  adequats  ;  lors  des  prieres  dans  toutes  les 
eglises  syriaques  orthodoxes  du  monde  entier  on  commemore  son  nom  apres 
celui  du  nouveau  Patriarche. 


Article  48 

L'organe  administratif  et  financier  du  Patriarcat  se  charge,  sous  la  supervi¬ 
sion  de  l’Auxiliaire  patriarcal,  de  dresser  les  dossiers  et  les  registres  finan¬ 
ciers  pour  y  inscrire  les  divers  actifs,  revenus  et  depenses  du  Patriarcat  dans 
un  proces-verbal  conforme  aux  regies  de  la  comptabilite  ;  les  organes  com- 
petents  au  sein  des  monasteres  et  des  institutions  du  Patriarcat  etablissent 
des  registres  semblables. 


Article  49 

a)  Au  debut  de  chaque  annee,  les  organismes  patriarcaux  preparent, 
sous  le  controle  de  PAuxiliaire  Patriarcal,  un  projet  de  budget  re- 
prenant  tous  les  revenus  attendus  et  les  depenses  prevues  ;  le  budget 
est  executable  apres  sa  ratification  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 

b)  Au  debut  de  chaque  annee,  un  bilan  est  etabli  pour  enregistrer  les 
revenus  et  les  depenses  effectues  dans  le  cadre  du  budget,  fournir 
des  explications  legales  pour  les  depenses  et  fixer  le  solde  reporte 
a  f  annee  suivante  ;  le  budget  est  considere  comme  executable  et 
definitif  apres  ratification  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche. 
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de  Loffice  lunebre  quarante  jours  apres  le  deces  du  Patriarche.  Les  Archi- 
dioceses  en  sont  intonnes  pour  assister  a  la  ceremonie  du  sacre  ;  les  autorites 
civiles  competentes  et  les  chefs  des  confessions  religieuses  sont  egalement 
informes. 


Article  43 

Si  Sa  Beatitude  le  Catholicos  est  present,  c’est  lui  qui  celebre  la  Liturgie  ;  en 
son  absence,  c’est  le  «locum  tenens  patriarcal»,  s’il  if est  pas  lui-meme  elu, 
ou  le  plus  ancien  Metropolite  qui  la  celebre  avec  la  participation  des  autres 
Metropolites.  La  ceremonie  du  sacre  du  Patriarche  se  deroule,  pendant  la 
Liturgie,  selon  le  rite  syriaque  orthodoxe  d’Antioche. 

Article  44 

Sa  Saintete  le  nouveau  Patriarche  reyoit  Lheritage  de  son  predecesseur  de 
la  part  du  «comite  de  liberation  de  Lheritage»  apres  en  avoir  dresse  Linven- 
taire  et  s’etre  assure  de  sa  conformite  au  proces-verbal  original  et  ce  dans  un 
proces-verbal  officiel. 


Article  45 

Le  Siege  Patriarcal  ne  peut  pas  rester  vacant  durant  une  periode  depassant 
le  delai  fixe  pour  Lelection  d’un  nouveau  Patriarche,  sauf  en  cas  de  force 
majeure. 


Article  46 

Si  Sa  Saintete  le  nouveau  Patriarche  desire  presenter  sa  demission,  il  convo- 
que  a  une  reunion  Sa  Beatitude  le  Catholicos  legitime,  leurs  Eminences  les 
Metropolites,  LAuxiliaire  Patriarcal,  les  Vicaires  Patriarcaux  des  Archidio- 
ceses  et  il  leur  presente  formellement  sa  demission  par  ecrit,  en  foumissant 
obligatoirement  les  raisons. 

Les  participants  tentent  de  persuader  Sa  Saintete  de  revenir  sur  sa  demission. 
S’il  insiste  ou  en  cas  d’incapacite  permanente,  on  vote  la  demission  aux 
deux  tiers  des  voix  des  membres  presents  et  dans  ce  cas,  le  Siege  Patriarcal 
est  considere  comment  vacant  ;  un  nouveau  Patriarche  est  alors  elu  confor- 
mement  aux  dispositions  de  la  presente  Constitution. 
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lettres  contenant  les  voix  des  prelats  absents  sont  toutefois  conservees  pour 
les  utiliser  au  cas  ou  P  operation  des  elections  doit  etre  recommeneee  ;  on 
procede  a  Penregistrement  des  details  de  ces  elections  dans  le  registre  des 
proces-verbaux  du  Saint  Synode. 

Article  38 

Le  President  de  la  seance  demande  raquiescement  du  prelat  elu  Patriarehe 
;  s’il  Laccorde,  on  annonce  alors  son  nom  aux  membres  du  Saint  Synode. 
Alors,  tous  les  prelats  se  levent  de  leurs  sieges  et  s’inclinent  en  temoignage 
de  soumission  et  de  respect  au  nouveau  Patriarehe.  Le  comite  supervisant 
les  elections  dresse  un  proces-verbal  que  les  Metropolites  participant  aux 
elections  signent  avant  de  le  cloturer  ;  le  President  de  la  seance  annonce 
alors  le  nom  du  nouveau  Patriarehe  a  Lassemblee  des  fideles,  les  cloches 
retentissent,  les  prieres  d’actions  de  grace  sont  lues  et  le  Patriarehe  elu  les 
cloture  en  donnant  sa  benediction. 


A  rtic/e  3  9 

Si  Lelu  refuse  le  Patriareat,  les  elections  seront  repetees.  En  cas  d’egalite 
des  votes  entre  deux  ou  plusieurs  candidats,  on  recommence  les  elections. 
En  cas  de  nouvelle  egalite  des  votes,  les  Eveques  s’entendent  alors  sur  une 
procedure  de  vote  et  ne  peuvent  quitter  le  Siege  avant  Lelection  d’un  nou¬ 
veau  Patriarehe. 


Article  40 

Si  c’est  le  «locum  tenens  patriareal»  qui  est  elu  Patriarehe,  sa  Beatitude  le 
Catholicos  se  charge  d'obtenir  son  aquiescement  ou,  a  defaut  le  Metropo- 
lite. 


Article  41 

Avant  son  sacre,  le  Patriarehe  elu  marque  son  accord  par  aete  notarie  a  ee 
que  tous  ses  biens  meubles  et  immeubles  qu’il  possede,  ou  qu'ils  se  soient, 
durant  son  patriareat,  seront  la  propriete  du  Siege  Patriarcal  apres  sa  mort  et 
que  nul  ne  pourra  y  pretendre  de  quelle  que  fa^on. 


Article  42 

Le  Saint  Synode  fait  coincider  la  date  du  sacre  du  nouveau  Patriarehe  avec 
la  fete  patronale  la  plus  proche  ou  avec  le  dimanche  qui  suit  la  celebration 
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Article  34 

Ne  peut  etre  candidat  a  l’election  d’un  Patriarche  que  celui  dont  la  piete  est 
reconnue,  qui  a  tait  preuve  du  sens  de  la  gestion,  qui  possede  des  connais- 
sances  theologiques  et  litteraires,  et  maitrise  les  deux  langues  syriaque  et 
arabe  en  plus  d’une  langue  etrangere  vivante.  Son  comportement  anterieur 
doit  attester,  toute  sa  vie  durant,  un  engagement  a  la  foi  de  lEglise  syriaque 
orthodoxe.  De  meme,  il  doit  avoir  mene  a  bien  son  service  en  tant  que  Me- 
tropolite  durant  au  moins  sept  ans. 

Article  35 

Ne  peut  etre  elu  Patriarche  que  celui  qui  a  atteint  ses  quarante  ans. 

Article  36 

Participent  a  l’election  du  Patriarche: 

1.  Sa  Beatitude  le  Catholicos,  le  Metropolite  du  Knanayna,  le  Metro- 
polite  des  Eglises  du  siege  episcopal  d’Antioche  en  Inde,  le  Me¬ 
tropolite  de  EAmerique  du  Nord  Malankare  et  le  Metropolite  de 
E Association  missionnaire  en  Inde.  Ils  ne  peuvent  toutefois  pas  etre 
candidats. 

2.  Leurs  Excellences  les  Metropolis  ainsi  que  EAuxiliaire  Patriarcal, 
et  les  Vicaires  Patriarcaux  administrant  des  Archidioceses. 

Article  37 

Le  «locum  tenens  patriarcal»  convoque  a  une  seance  a  huis  clos  presidee 
par  Sa  Beatitude  le  Catholicos,  s’il  est  present  ;  en  Eabsence  de  ce  dernier, 
il  la  presidera  lui-meme.  Les  Metropolis,  membres  du  Saint  Synode,  y  as- 
sistent.  Apres  avoir  lu  (une  partie)  de  la  ceremonie  de  Pentecote  et  sollicite 
1  inspiration  du  Saint-Esprit,  1  election  se  deroule  dans  une  grande  discre¬ 
tion  sur  des  listes  portant  en  langue  syriaque  les  noms  des  venerables  prelats 
qui  satisfont  aux  conditions  requises  pour  la  candidature  ;  l’electeur  re^oit 
un  bulletin  du  President  de  la  seance  apres  en  avoir  accuse  reception,  monte 
les  marches  du  saint  autel,  marque  visiblement  au  crayon  rouge  le  signe  de 
la  croix  lace  au  nom  qu  il  choisit  et  depose  le  bulletin  dans  le  calice  pose  sur 
r autel.  Les  bulletins  sont  alors  comptes  par  le  President,  le  «locum  tenens 
patriarcal»  et  les  deux  plus  anciens  Metropolis  ;  le  contenu  des  bulletins 
est  publiquement  lu  une  fois  leur  validite  examinee,  une  liste  des  noms  est 
dressee  et  les  bulletins  sont  brules  apres  a  la  cloture  du  proces-verbal.  Les 
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maine  ;  il  if est  pas  tenu  compte  de  la  voix  de  celui  qui  est  absent  ou 
qui  n’a  pas  exprime  son  vote  par  ecrit  ;  le  nom  du  «  locum  tenens 
patriarcal»  elu  est  annonce  et  les  resultats  sont  rapidement  noti¬ 
fies. 

2.  L’Auxiliaire  Patriarcal  et  le  Vicaire  Patriarcal  a  Damas  reunissent 
les  reponses  revues  et  confirment  leur  contenu  par  proces-verbal 
officiel  en  presence  de  leurs  Eminences  les  Metropolites  presents 
;  le  nom  du  Metropolite  ayant  obtenu  la  majorite  devient  «  locum 
tenens  patriarcal  ».  Son  nom  est  immediatement  proclame. 

Article  30 

Le  «  locum  tenens  patriarcal  »  doit  arriver  au  Saint-Siege  le  plus  vite  possi¬ 
ble.  En  cas  d'abstention  ou  de  deces  de  ce  dernier,  le  candidat  qui  le  suit  en 
fonction  du  nombre  de  voix  est  nomine  a  sa  place. 

Article  31 

En  cas  d’egalite  de  voix  entre  deux  Metropolites,  le  plus  ancien  selon  fan- 
ciennete  du  sacre  Eemporte.  En  tout  etat  de  cause,  le  nom  du  «  locum  tenens 
patriarcal  »  elu  doit  etre  notifie  aux  autorites  civiles  competentes  dans  la 
region  ou  est  sis  le  siege  Patriarcal. 

Article  32 

Le  «  locum  tenens  patriarcal  »  ne  pent  quitter  le  Siege  Patriarcal  qu'en  cas 
d'urgence.  II  n’est  aucunement  en  droit  d'apporter  des  changements  au  sein 
du  Siege  Patriarcal,  des  services  ou  des  institutions  qui  lui  sont  attaches. 
II  ne  peut  ni  revoquer  ni  promouvoir  un  quelconque  membre  du  clerge  ou 
autre,  ni  vendre,  acheter  des  biens  ni  les  echanger  contre  d’autres,  ni  autori¬ 
ser  quiconque  dans  les  differents  Archidioceses  d’y  proceder. 

Article  33 

Le  «  locum  tenens  patriarcal))  invitera  Beatitude  le  Catholicos  ainsi  que  les 
Metropolites  membres  du  Saint  Synode  atm  d’elire  un  nouveau  Patriarche 
pendant  une  duree  ne  depassant  pas  les  trente  jours;  ces  derniers  doivent  se 
presenter  a  la  date  prevue  ;  en  cas  d'absence  de  fun  des  membres  pour  une 
raison  valable,  il  doit  faire  parvenir  son  vote  moyennant  un  bulletin  officiel, 
secret  et  scelle  ou  il  inscrit  le  nom  du  candidat  qu'il  choisit.  A  defaut,  il  perd 
son  droit  de  vote. 


/<j Z> 
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CHAPITRE  III  :  L’ELECTION  DU  PATRIARCHE 


Article  28 

Le  Siege  Patriarcal  est  considere  vacant  dans  les  cas  suivants: 

a)  deces. 

b)  demission,  revocation  ou  retraite. 

c)  empechements  de  sante  permanents. 

En  cas  de  deces  du  Patriarche,  PAuxiliaire  Patriarcal,  le  Vicaire  Patriarcal 
de  Damas,  le  clerge  en  charge  du  secretariat  patriarcal  et  les  Metropolites 
presents  procedent  ensemble  a  ce  qui  suit : 

a)  informer  Sa  Beatitude  le  Catholicos  legitime  et  tous  les  Metropolites 
du  deces  et  leur  demander  de  rendre  les  honneurs  et  a  Eoffice  fune- 
bre. 

b)  informer  les  plus  hautes  autorites  civiles  du  pays  ou  est  sis  le  Siege 
Patriarcal  ainsi  que  les  Chefs  des  Eglises. 

c)  garder  E heritage  du  feu  Patriarche  :  argent,  divers  biens  meubles, 
livres,  registres,  dossiers,  notes  et  autres  et  y  faire  apposer  les  scel- 
les  a  la  cire  rouge  et  faire  de  meme  pour  sa  bibliotheque  et  sa  resi¬ 
dence. 

d)  apres  les  honneurs  funebres,  Eoffice  funebre  et  Eenterrement,  les 
personnes  sus-mentionnees  dressent,  en  presence  d’un  comite  for¬ 
me  parmi  leurs  Eminences  les  Metropolites,  un  inventaire  enume- 
rant  et  detinissant  les  actifs  de  E heritage  par  proces-verbal  officiel 
signe  par  les  personnes  presentes  ;  apres  y  avoir  appose  le  cachet, 
le  comite  susmentionne  transmet  ces  actifs  au  nouveau  Patriarche 
elu. 


Article  29 

1.  L'Auxiliaire  Patriarcal  et  le  Vicaire  Patriarcal  a  Damas  se  chargent 
le  plus  vite  possible  d'inviter  Sa  Beatitude  le  Catholicos  et  leurs 
Eminences  les  Metropolites  au  siege  Patriarcal  pour  une  reunion 
presidee  par  Sa  Beatitude  le  Catholicos  legitime  ;  en  Eabsence  de 
ce  dernier,  la  reunion  est  presidee  par  le  plus  ancien  parmi  les  Me¬ 
tropolites  presents  (selon  Eanciennete  du  sacre).  Un  «  locum  tenens 
patriarcal  »  est  elu  a  la  majorite  des  voix  dans  un  delai  d'une  se- 
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Article  24 

Tous  les  Archidioceses  s’acquittent  do  leurs  dus  annuels  au  venerable  Pa- 
triarcat  a  raison  de  10%  des  revenus  de  leurs  biens,  outre  la  levee  patriarcale 
annuel le  selon  les  anciennes  coutumes.  De  meme,  les  monasteres  paient  au 
Patriarcat  une  somme  estimee  a  20%  de  leurs  revenus  annuels  et  le  mention- 
nent  dans  leur  bilan. 


Article  25 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  inspecte  tous  les  Archidioceses  du  Saint  Siege  d'Antio- 
che  et  toutes  les  eglises  lorsqu'il  le  juge  necessaire  ;  il  fait  les  remarques 
necessaires,  demande  des  comptes  au  Metropolite,  aux  pretres,  aux  conseils 
pastoraux  et  aux  autres  institutions. 


Article  26 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  informe  le  Saint-Synode  des  activates  accomplies  durant  la 
periode  qui  s’etend  entre  les  deux  conciles. 


Article  27 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  communique  personnellement  avec  le  Catholicos,  les  Me- 
tropolites  et  les  Archeveques.  11  s'adresse  au  Catholicos  en  utilisant  la  for- 
mule  «  votre  Beatitude,  frere  »,  aux  Metropolites:  «  Votre  Eminence,  frere  », 
aux  Eveques:  «  votre  Excellence,  frere»,  et  depose  sa  signature  en  bas  de  la 
lettre  ;  quant  aux  encycliques  patriarcales,  elles  portent  le  sceau  et  le  nom 
sur  leur  en-tete. 
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Article  18 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  nomine  un  clerc,  qu’il  accrcdite  comme  Envoye  Patriarcal, 
dans  les  Archidioceses  vacants  ou  nouvellement  crees;  il  en  avise  les  autori¬ 
tes  civiles  competentes  et  les  Metropolites  des  Archidioceses  du  Saint  Siege 
d’Antioche. 

Article  19 

S  il  se  rend  dans  un  Archidiocese,  S.S.  le  Patriarche  prend  place  sur  le  siege 
cathedral  de  l’eglise  ;  il  est  suivi  du  Metropolite  de  P  Archidiocese,  puis 
viennent  les  Metropolites  qui  Paccompagnent  selon  Panciennete  de  leur  or¬ 
dination  ;  aucun  Metropolite  ne  tient  la  crosse  pastorale  en  sa  presence  par 
respect  pour  le  Siege  apostolique  et  en  signe  de  soumission  a  son  autorite. 

Article  20 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  accorde,  a  sa  discretion,  des  decorations  aux  personnes 
meritoires. 


Article  21 

Il  revient  a  S.S.  le  Patriarche  d’examiner,  corriger,  reviser,  copier  ou  intro¬ 
duce  de  nouvelles  obligations  religieuses  ;  il  se  preoccupe  du  patrimoine  en 
tant  que  manifestation  de  foi,  scientifique,  morale,  intellectuelle  et  sociale 
;  il  supervise  le  choix  des  textes  et  leur  edition  et  delegue  des  personnes 
de  son  choix  pour  Pexecution  de  ces  taches  ;  il  a  seul  le  droit  de  publier 
le  patrimoine,  en  particulier  celui  qui  est  lie  a  la  foi,  la  doctrine  et  les  rites 
liturgiques. 


Article  22 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  consulte  le  Saint  Synode  dans  les  actes  suivants: 

a)  confirmation  de  Pelection  et  le  sacre  du  Catholicos  et  des  Metropoli¬ 
tes. 

b)  transfert  des  Metropolites  d’un  Archidiocese  a  un  autre. 

c)  revocation  du  Catholicos  et  des  Metropolites  et  acceptation  de  leur  de- 
mission. 

d)  modification  des  frontieres  geographiques  des  Archidioceses. 

e)  constitution  et  creation  des  Archidioceses  ou  leur  suppression. 

0  vente  d'une  partie  ou  de  la  total ite  des  proprietes  du  Patriarcat  et  des 
biens  lui  appartenant. 

Article  23 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  s’occupe  personnellement  de  la  gestion  de  tous  les  mo- 
nasteres  syriaques  et  des  institutions  patriarcales.  Il  detient  seul  le  droit  de 
nommer  les  administrateurs  et  les  inspecteurs. 


CONSTITUTION  DE  L'EGLISE  SYRIAQUE  ORTHODOXE  D'ANTIOCHE 


CHAPITRE  II  :  SA  SAINTETE  LE  PATRIARCHE 


Article  12 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  est  le  Chef  Supreme  de  l'Eglise  et  de  son  Saint-Synode  ; 
administrates  supreme  de  ses  affaires  religieuses,  spirituel les  et  adminis- 
tratives,  il  supervise  egalement  les  questions  religieuses,  administratives  et 
financieres  des  Archidioceses,  approuve  leurs  statuts  locaux  et  verifie  leurs 
budgets  et  leurs  bilans. 


Article  13 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  convoque  le  Saint-Synode. 

Article  14 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  preside  les  reunions  du  Saint-Synode,  sanctionne  et  publie 
ses  decrets. 


Article  15 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  sacre  le  Catholicos  et  les  Metropolites  legitimement  elus 
et  consacre  le  saint  chreme.  Durant  ces  services,  il  est  assiste  par  au  moins 
deux  Metropolites  de  son  choix.  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  confirme  la  no¬ 
mination  des  Metropolites  qui  relevent  du  siege  du  Catholicat.  Il  sacre  de 
plein  droit  les  Metropolites  de  l’Archidiocese  de  Knanayna,  les  associations 
missionnaires  et  les  eglises  du  Saint  Siege,  mais  aussi  les  Metropolites  des 
autres  Archidioceses  en  Inde  en  cas  de  necessite. 


E 

2. 


Article  16 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  rati  fie  les  accords,  les  actes,  les  diverses  conven¬ 
tions,  les  documents,  les  lettres  qui  se  rapportent  a  des  questions 
concernant  l’Eglise  syriaque  orthodoxe  d'Antioche. 

S.S.  s’occupe  particulierement  de  toutes  les  relations  exterieures 
et  des  liens  avec  les  autres  Eglises  et  les  conseils  ecclesiastiques 
locaux,  regionaux  et  internationaux  et  definit  le  cadre  et  les  limites 
des  relations  avec  eux.  Il  lui  revient  de  deleguer  ou  depecher  aupres 
d'eux  des  representants  qui  suivront  ses  directives. 


Article  1 7 

S.S.  le  Patriarche  depeche  le  clerge  dans  des  missions  ecclesiastiques,  cultu- 
relles,  cecumeniques  et  autres. 
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Inde.  Lots  de  son  ordination  il  sera  nomme:  «  Mor  Basilios  .  .  .  suivi  de  son 
propre  nom».  Son  nom  est  commemore  apres  celui  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriar- 
che  et  avant  celui  du  Metropolite  de  LArchidiocese  lors  de  la  celebration  de 
la  sainte  Liturgie  dans  les  differents  Archidioceses  de  Linde.  Son  nom  est 
egalement  commemore  lors  des  prieres  dans  chaque  eglise  Syriaque  ;  son 
titre  est  «Sa  Beatitude  Mor  Basilios  ...  Catholicos  de  1  Orient  et  Metropolite 
de  Malankara». 


Article  9 

Le  Metropolite  (Archeveque)  est  un  des  pasteurs  de  l’Eglise,  successeurs 
des  Apotres.  II  est  designe  par  S.S.  le  Patriarche  et  elu  par  LArchidiocese 
vacant.  II  est  alors  nomme  apres  la  ratification  du  Saint-Synode.  II  est  place 
sous  1  autorite  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  et  guide  par  lui.  Dans  son  Archi- 
diocese,  les  pretres,  les  diacres  et  le  peuple  entier  lui  doivent  obeissance.  On 
commemore  son  nom  dans  les  dilferentes  eglises  de  LArchidiocese  apres 
celui  de  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  ;  son  titre  est  :  «Son  Eminence  Monsei¬ 
gneur  Mor...  ou  Sa  Grace  Monseigneur  LArcheveque  Mor...». 

Article  10 

Le  pietre  administre  les  saints  sacrements  de  L Eglise  et  s  occupe  des  ques¬ 
tions  spirituelles  des  fideles  dans  Leglise  qu’il  sert  sous  la  supervision  et  la 
guidance  du  Metropolite. 


Article  11 

Le  diacre  assiste  le  clerge  dans  la  celebration  de  la  Liturgie. 
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CHAPITRE  I  :  LES  DEGRES  SACERDOTAUX 


Article  6 

Les  trois  degres  sacerdotaux  sont  Pepiscopat,  la  pretrise  et  le  diaconat.  Cha- 
que  degre  est  divise  en  plusieurs  rangs;  ainsi  Pepiscopat  comprend  le  pa- 
triarcat,  le  catholicossat  et  le  metropolitanat  (le  titre  de  metropolite  inclut 
egalement  Parcheveque  dans  la  presente  Constitution) ;  la  pretrise  comprend 
les  archipretres  et  les  pretres  ;  le  diaconat  comprend  les  rangs  d'archidiacrc, 
de  diacre,  de  sous-diacre,  de  lecteur  et  de  chantre. 


Article  7 

Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  est  le  successeur  legitime  de  Saint  Pierre,  chef  des 
Apotres.  II  est  le  Pontife  legitimement  elu  par  Sa  Beatitude  le  Catholicos, 
s’il  existe,  par  les  Metropolites  des  Archidioceses,  par  les  Metropolites  Vi- 
caires  Patriarcaux  dans  les  Archidioceses  et  par  le  Metropolite  Auxiliaire  du 
Patriarche.  Le  Patriarche  est  le  chef  supreme  de  LEglises  syriaque  orthodoxe 
d’Antioche,  le  defendeur  de  sa  foi,  de  sa  doctrine  sainte  et  de  ses  traditions 
apostoliques  et  patristiques.  II  est  le  symbole  de  son  unite,  son  representant 
et  son  porte-parole  partout.  II  est  L administrates  de  tous  ses  Archidioceses 
et  le  Pere  Spirituel  de  tous  les  Syriaques  orthodoxes  du  monde  entier.  Le  Ca¬ 
tholicos,  les  Metropolites,  les  pretres,  les  moines,  les  religieuses,  les  diacres 
et  le  peuple  entier  lui  doivent  obeissance.  Lors  de  son  sacre,  il  est  nomme  « 
Sa  Saintete,  Moran  Mor  Ignace...  suivi  de  son  propre  nom». 

Son  nom  est  commemore  avant  celui  du  Metropolite  de  LArchidiocese  dans 
les  differentes  eglises  des  Archidioceses  syriaques  orthodoxes  durant  la  Li- 
turgie  et  les  prieres  canoniques.  En  Inde,  son  nom  est  commemore  avant 
celui  du  Catholicos.  Son  titre  est  «Sa  Saintete  le  supreme  Pontife  Moran 
Mor  Ignace...  Patriarche  d'Antioche  et  de  tout  LOrient  et  le  C  het  Supreme 
de  LEglise  syriaque  orthodoxe  universelle». 


Article  8 

Sa  Beatitude  le  Catholicos  occupe  la  second  place  apres  Sa  Saintete  le  Pa¬ 
triarche  dans  la  hierarchie  de  LEglise  syriaque  orthodoxe  ;  il  est  elu  par  les 
seuls  Metropolites  qui  sont  sous  L autorite  du  siege  du  Catholicossat.  I  Is  lui 
doivent  obeissance  de  meme  que  les  pretres,  les  moines,  les  religieuses,  les 
diacres  et  le  peuple  entier  dans  les  Archidioceses  syriaques  orthodoxes  en 
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25.  Suisse  et  Autriche  :  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est  au  monastere 
Saint  Eugene  en  Suisse  et  comprend  la  Suisse  et  E Autriche. 

26.  Hollande  :  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est  au  monastere  Saint 
Ephrem  a  Losser 

27.  Allemagne,  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est  le  monastere  Saint 
Jacques,  Warburg  ;  il  comprend  P Allemagne. 

28.  Grande-Bretagne,  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est  a  Londres. 

29.  Australie  et  Nouvelle  Zelande,  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est 
Sydney  ;  il  comprend  EAustralie  et  la  Nouvelle  Zelande. 

30.  Knanayna  (Inde)  :  son  siege  est  a  Djankafnam-Kerala;  il  com¬ 
prend  toutes  les  Eglises  de  Knanayna  de  Elnde  et  d’Outre-Mer. 

31.  Le  Catholicossat  de  Elnde  :  son  siege  est  EEtat  de  Kerala;  il 
comprend  les  divers  Archidioceses  Syriaques  Orthodoxes  de  E In¬ 
de  sauf  celui  de  Knanayna  et  les  eglises  du  siege  patriarcal  et  les 
Associations  missionnaires  en  Inde. 

Article  5 

Les  monasteres  generaux,  les  eglises  et  leurs  institutions  et  les  associations 
missionnaires  qui  ne  font  pas  partie  des  Archidioceses  mentionnes  dans  lar- 
ticle  4  de  la  presente  Constitution,  sont  administres  directement  par  Sa  Sain- 
tete  le  Patriarche. 


CONSTITUTION  DE  L'EGLISE  SYRIAQUE  ORTHODOXE  D'ANTIOCHE 


9.  Mossoul  ct  environs  (Irak) :  son  siege  est  a  Mossoul ;  il  comprend 
les  departements  de  Mossoul,  Sanjar,  Kara  kouch,  les  provinces  du 
nord  comme  Arbil  et  Ta’mim  (Kirkouk)  et  Salmanieh. 

10.  Deir  Mar  Matta  (Irak)  :  son  siege  est  a  Deir  Mar  Matta  ;  il  com¬ 
prend  les  villages  de  Bartala,  Ba’chika,  Bahzani,  Oukra  et  Mirki. 

1 1.  Mardin  et  environs  (Turquie)  :  son  siege  est  a  Mardin  ;  il  com¬ 
prend  les  villages  de  Mardin,  Kallath  et  les  provinces  de  Diar-Be- 
kir  (Amed). 

12.  Tur  Abdin  (Turquie)  :  son  siege  est  a  Midyat;  il  comprend  les 
villages  de  Tur  Abdin,  Beit  Zabada  (Azokh),  Nassibeine  et  ses  vil¬ 
lages. 

13.  Adiyaman  (Turquie)  :  Vicariat  Patriarcal;  il  comprend  les  villa¬ 
ges  de  Malatiya,  Adiman,  Karkar  et  Al-Aziz  (Kharbout). 

14.  Istanbul  (Turquie) :  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est  a  Istanbul;  il 
comprend  les  provinces  d 'Istanbul,  Ankara  et  Izmir. 

15.  Jerusalem  :  la  Jordanie  et  le  reste  des  lieux  saints,  Vicariat  Pa¬ 
triarcal,  son  siege  est  a  Jerusalem  ;  il  comprend  la  Palestine  et  la 
Jordanie. 

16.  Etats  Americains  de  EEst :  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est  New 
Jersey  ;  il  comprend  les  Etats  de  l'Est  de  l’ensemble  des  Etats-Unis 
d’Amerique. 

17.  Etats  Americains  de  EOuest  :  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est  a 
Los  Angeles  ;  il  comprend  les  Etats  de  EOuest  de  Eensemble  des 
Etats-Unis  d’Amerique. 

1 8.  Canada  :  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est  a  Montreal;  il  comprend 
le  Canada. 

19.  Amerique  du  nord  (pour  les  Malankaras)  :  son  siege  est  a  New 
York  ;  il  comprend  les  Etats-Unis  d’Amerique  et  le  Canada. 

20.  Bresil  :  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est  Sao  Paolo  ;  il  comprend 
le  Bresil. 

21.  Argentine  :  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est  La  Plata-Buenos 
Aires  ;  il  comprend  E  Argentine. 

22.  Suede  et  pays  scandinaves,  son  siege  est  Sodertalia  (Suede). 

23.  Suede,  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege  est  Sodertalia  (Suede). 

24.  Belgique,  France  et  Luxembourg,  Vicariat  Patriarcal,  son  siege 
est  a  Bruxelles  (Belgique),  il  comprend  la  Belgique,  la  France  et  le 
Luxembourg. 


1 1 


CONSTITUTION  DE  L'EGLISE  SYR1AQUE  ORTHODOXE  D'ANTIOCHE 


DISPOSITIONS  GENERALES 


Article  1 

L  Eglise  Syriaque  Orthodoxe  d’Antioche  est  EEglise  une,  universelle,  sainte 
et  apostolique  ;  Saint  Pierre,  chef  des  Apotres,  fonda  son  siege  apostolique  a 
Antioche  en  Syrie  en  37  ap.  J.C.,  et  ce  siege  se  trouve  a  Damas  en  Syrie. 

Article  2 

Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  est  le  chef  supreme  de  EEglise  et  du  Saint-Synode; 
il  est  1  administrateur  general  de  toutes  les  questions  religieuses  et  adminis- 
tratives. 


Article  3 

Le  Saint-Synode,  preside  par  Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche,  est  Eautorite  supre¬ 
me  religieuse,  spirituelle,  legislative  et  administrative  au  sein  de  EEglise 
syriaque  orthodoxe  d’Antioche. 


Article  4 

Les  Archidioceses  du  Siege  Apostolique  d’Antioche  sont : 

1 .  Damas  (Syrie) :  Patriarcat,  son  siege  est  a  Damas;  il  comprend  les 
provinces  de  Damas  et  de  la  banlieue  damascene. 

2.  Homs,  Hama  et  environs  (Syrie)  :  son  siege  est  a  Homs  ;  il  com¬ 
prend  les  provinces  de  Homs,  Hama  et  Tartous. 

3.  Alep  et  environs  (Syrie)  :  son  siege  est  a  Alep  ;  il  comprend  les 
provinces  d’Alep,  Idlib,  Raka  et  Latakieh. 

4.  Al  Jazira  et  EEuphrate  (Syrie) :  son  siege  est  a  Hasakeh  ;  il  com¬ 
prend  les  provinces  de  Hasakeh  et  Deir  El  Zor. 

5.  Beyrouth  (Liban)  :  son  siege  est  a  Beyrouth  ;  il  comprend  la  pro¬ 
vince  de  Beyrouth. 

6.  Mont-Liban  (Liban)  :  son  siege  est  a  Bouchrieh  ;  il  comprend  les 
provinces  du  Mont-Liban  de  Tripoli  et  du  Sud-Liban. 

7.  Zahle  et  la  Bekaa  (Liban)  :  le  Vicariat  Patriarcal  ;  son  siege  est  a 
Zahle. 

8.  Bagdad  et  Bassora  (Irak)  :  son  siege  est  a  Bagdad  ;  il  comprend 
les  provinces  de  Bagdad  et  Bassora. 
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CONSTITUTION 


DE  L’EGLISE  SYRIAQUE  ORTHODOXE  D’ANTIOCHE 


PREAMBULE 


Eglise  Syriaque  Orthodoxe  d’Antioche  cst  la  denomination  officielle 
de  notre  Sainte  Eglise;  elle  se  refere  a  Antioehe  paree  que  Saint  Pier¬ 
re,  le  chef  des  Apotres,  y  a  fonde  son  siege  apostolique  en  37  ap.  J.C. 
;  c’est  aussi  a  Antioehe  que  les  disciples  repondirent  au  noin  de  chretiens 
pour  la  premiere  fois  (Aetes  1 1  :26).  C’est  notre  Eglise  qui  confirma  la  foi 
apostolique  droite  et  la  repandit  dans  les  quatre  coins  du  monde  ;  dans  ses 
offices  liturgiques,  elle  utilisa  la  langue  syriaque,  celle  de  notre  Seigneur 
Jesus-Christ,  de  sa  Mere  la  Bienheureuse  et  de  ses  purs  Apotres.  Cette  Eglise 
comprend  la  communaute  des  fideles  qui  eroient  en  notre  Seigneur  Jesus- 
Christ,  le  Dieu  incarne,  Sauveur  du  monde,  en  son  Pere  et  en  son  Saint-Es- 
prit,  formant  la  Sainte  Trinite,  Dieu  Unique,  par  une  foi  droite,  fondee  sur 
les  preceptes  de  EEvangile  et  sur  fenseignement  des  justes  Apotres  et  des 
disciples;  ils  eroient  egalement  en  la  tradition  apostolique,  aux  decisions 
des  saints  conciles,  aux  avis  des  bienheureux  Pontifes  legitimes  et  en  leurs 
eminentes  instructions  ;  cette  Eglise  est  le  corps  saere  de  notre  Seigneur 
Jesus-Christ. 


Notre  Eglise  est  spirituellement  administree  par  ses  Peres  Spirituels,  a  qui 
notre  Seigneur  Jesus-Christ  confia  le  pouvoir  de  s’occuper  des  diverses  af¬ 
faires  de  cette  Eglise,  afin  d'accomplir  la  mission  de  EEvangile,  d'exercer 
une  autorite  spirituelle  et  administrative  dans  E education,  la  justification  et 
la  sanctification,  de  preserver  ses  saints  saerements  et  de  realiser  la  justice 
au  service  de  toute  Ehumanite. 


Constitution 


DE  L’EGLISE 

Syriaque  Orthodoxe 

d’Antioche 


Legalise  par 

Sa  Saintete  le  Patriarche  Mor  Ignatios  Zakka  Premier  I  WAS. 

14/09/2002 

Monastere  de  Saint  EPHREM  le  Syriaque  a  Maarrat  Saydnaya,  SYR1E 
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All  rights  are  reserved 

to  His  Holiness  Moran  Mor  Ignatius  Zakka  I  Iwas 
Patriarch  of  Antioch  and  All  the  East 
and  Supreme  Head  of  the  Universal  Syrian  Orthodox  Church 


Tous  les  droits  de  la  publication  sont  reserves 

a  Sa  Saintete  Moran  Mor  Ignatius  Zakka  I  Iwas 
Patriarche  d’Antioche  et  de  tout  EOrient 
et  chef  supreme  de  EEglise  Syriaque  Orthodoxe  dans  Ie  monde  entier 


SYRIAN  ORTHODOX  PATRIARCHATE 

OF  ANTIOCH  &  ALL  THE  EAST 

BAB  TO  I'M  A  .  PO  BOX  Z22ti0 
DAMASCUS  ■  SYRIA 


No.  EE  499/08 


1 5  Septembre  2008 
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We  Sanction  this  Constitution  and  Permit  His  Eminence 
Mor  Severios  Hazail  Soumi,  Patriarchal  Vicar  in  Belgium,  France  and 

Luxembourg  to  publish  it 


Nous  approuvons  cette  Constitution  et  nous  permettons 
a  Son  Eminence  Mor  Severios  Hazail  Soumi,  FArcheveque  pour  la 
Belgique,  la  France  et  le  Luxembourg,  de  la  publier. 


Patriarche  d’Antioche  et  de  tout  FOrient 
Chef  Supreme  de  FEglise  Syriaque  Orthodoxe 
Dans  le  monde  entier 


CONSTITUTION  DE  L’EGLISE  SYRIAQUE  ORTHODOXE 

D’ANTIOCHE 


et 

REGLEMENT  UNIFIE  DES  CONSEIES  COMMUNAUTAIRES 

LOCAUX 
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Severios  Hazail  Soumi,  Archeveque  de  Belgique,  de  France  et  de  Luxembourg. 
REV  ISIONS  ET  CORRECTIONS  DE  LA  TRADUCTION  FRANCHISE 
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La  presente  publication  a  ete  rendue  possible  grace  a  la  generosite  de  M.  Pierre  Hajjar, 
honorable  mecene  et  philanthrope  de  EEglise  Syriaque  Orthodoxe. 


H.H.  Patriarch  Ignatius  Zakka  I  Iwas  Patriarch  of 
Antioch  and  all  the  East 


S.S.  Moran  Mor  Ignatius  Zakka  1  Iwas,  Patriarche 
d’Antioche  et  de  tout  l'Orient 
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Anyone  who  asks  for  this  volume,  to 
read,  collate,  or  copy  from  it,  and  who 
appropriates  it  to  himself  or  herselt  or 
cuts  anything  out  of  it,  should  realize 
that  (s)he  will  have  to  give  answer  before 
God’s  awesome  tribunal  as  it  (s)he  hat 
robbed  a  sanctuary.  Let  such  a  person  be¬ 
held  anathema  and  receive  no  forgiveness 
until  the  book  is  returned.  So  be  it. 
Amen!  And  anyone  who  removes  these 
anathemas,  digitally  or  otherwise,  shall 
himself  receive  them  in  double. 
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